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Cont'd •• 

cf the '.8abd t·:<i~jid' e:dst.!-d) or inside the "eut e r c;our~y.:;rd' 

the 'lnr.er courtyard' Le., :1.'here .the actual tb ree'-dcmed building 

Hlridt: rellgio\ls s v ruc t u r c ": 

Thirdly, suer. c, s e ruc tur e may have existed either in;ide 

Secondl}'• it s t e t c s whether for 5C(N: r ee son or the oti...er 

sue+ s r rvc t c r e w1:1s not a proper Hindu ternple, was lt then 'any 

t)'Jildln? of the •ea~:iri Ho:>jld' or not; 

existed at Ram Janmab'.'°1l)mi at any polnt of tirr.e pr Lo.r to the 

1,•hether 'a Hindu temple' at all r!rst, tt er1q1Jlres 

s t r uc t u re -..·as c crr o l ct e Iv derr-oltsheci by the l'.ar Sevaks. 

t~pile~ th~ f~llowln~ w•e~ seen in the ground-realiti~s ~s the~ 
\ 

2. T'r1e qu es t lon ""'hethcr a !iindv. tE.'1'll~'le or any tHndu r~li.gtous. 

s eruc cur e existed p r t o r ve the cofist(rUC:tie.n Of the ~~f\l ~anm~\:i,~·~~1t~i·1~• 
f:l~barl · Nasj ld · ( lncludlr.9 the prere l.se s of tt:e. t nrie r and outer courtY:til~!f 

o! such st ruct v r v) In th~ ~::ea C·n ~·hich tho. s t rvc t urv s t.ocd" 

l'ARi-I1 (2) 

.,..··-,,. 
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J 
1 

·,t' 

~h~' ,:~:,~~&~:~~·;1:~~~g~;,1e:::~ ~:~ .~.~~!J}f;Ji:t~i~~~;~t· ;t1~?t.:\,2~.::s~1 
··;~¥~.-·~r\~~~j;~?.;a pertOd:befo·;::.;s·~,~~29.-'·~:·~:1·-.:~~ ~t;~ . ·~~·~.~i.:r{!,~;:;vJ 

:l'c:s:. de1.:dc• : ... '.~nr.~.·d:l~Y:.·.::· :~~6!~°":'."" ,1 •. 

090 

""2':·····.·.~t.~h· .. Lr'ei .. e! ~~i~Ii,;o);: ''.~~if •:C,, ·.··' .. :·····:.~:··.····;·:··········.· .•• •.'.:·:····;·········.1.1.Jj[ 
.,. . till ·~th Dec. v str\19.t\lt~i;.~t:ood at . 

R.··a .. ' .. m.·.··.·.a ... ~ .. ··.·.··.J. ··a.·.• •. :.nm.·.·.·.•.· .•.. ·a·····.· ... •.•~.· .. ·.·.~.~.·.···. '.,·m···.·····1·'.·'··· -- ()61~{. ~he ~F~~e·~#pr~ea<s\~.~ .. J.},1' .•.. ·~.e.·_p;6 ·: .Y" •\, . . ~ .. '~ ' ', ·\~. ~.... . ; . ' ' .. " : · .. ·~¥ .. ~.~~1 •. t:.:~.'. i 

<:Al.:l.~d'.Ba~~·~1; ·.Me.s.j .1.a·/ ... 1~~·(d.e·:· the·.· .··:.i~n.er ... ~.Ol~.r~n'ejd' .f.. 1· · a •• ~,l·:tj;t.'.) ~~:·~1:~;~&~:.:;(~t~h 1c6~·7'.io~ t~e:~;11n~h::;~·~1·~:i~~<i~~~~:J}~ ;, ... 
l.O<:at:e-:l 'ins.ide. the .·o~t;e . .c coµ:.hy~(d.i ~·~a<·~~Jf~;:/i~{ ~aboott~ii~ \• 

.. ' ; •·.· · 1' .. ·.· ii_·.·.~.e.·.· .. '· .. ·.ih ··.1. r.'.· .' d.·,·.·.·.·.· •. ~.: .•. ~.· .. ··.·t_>i:u.· ·.·<: ·.· '. tu r e . .. h.· .· .. ~.·.·.; s.' b. ·e. e~·.;_,j: ··~. ···~··. t :.:.'~ .. ;,.•.::'.· c ....•. ·~,'n.• .. :·;.0.·.•··.·~.:.·~.·.! •. < . .' .• ,o.· ·.v.•·.·:·~···r··.·.·.~.• ..• /.\..·.·~.:·.·.&.·.··\.· .. :.f·.·:. )'':"g'f'. .. ···.·.· \i\!,;;'·,;{! 
· ~r%·~~~{~~~i···fr• °''?iE!.0''%~;t·~~~>:(f ff 8i\~Jf~~~~~iiii~ 

0 

:~·~' 

.. p[E!pare 'r::it'~.ad. a b-se..;plate·,tqroor(·''tiie biead;-et¢· .: :··lt/i-1as· 

called •Sita ki Rasoi! or. the >:He.hen 

'" The ':ria"' :Janmabnumi-Bab!l d Mosi:'Ue · !>ltl.'Uctt:lra'l'· ·"'""''~"'""' 

wa'S'' ~ur~o~itfded by a i~ic~.:;.~ouhd? !)'>.~kfi 
Illa~~~ in,t~~<ceritre of.:the easte(J'\ 

./;;~' 
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(' 
I,,, 

6. It h a 20,..une l~ Hnscriptlon or dor.unient), en9raved 

on a rectanqular phal~.! (slao ot: tablet) of buf! sandstone 

.<sh .. U.~.>. ·rt measures about s· ft. 1n 1en9th and 2. 2s ft. 111 

wid't!:'!. Th" language of .the y'\scr1ption 1s Sansltr1t. The text .Ls 

larQely 6b_lllP<>sedFin' }JeaJt 1£:~k\V~rus: on}y som~ pot~.1~?11 a,re · 
in prpse~··The s~:i;ipt isNi9kr1written in .t:,he ilth,".'lfth 

century ·A.D. styl,e. Thi's i.$ ;fully established by pala~c>gra~~>'· 

or 'the s~ience.of old ~,rit+~~s·. , . . ·.. • 

1.. The,tnscription, Ln ~h~ absence of pr~oi:'}fH' p~f~s~.1~~3! · 

estlirn~a~~S,'; whi<;h ·the cpu!"t· tn~st 1i"'1'e'd1etely attMlq(i_,.,- •• 

t ~.o .i .:•.th· e ;.•·.,.. . Arch~eolcgi.cal survey of India,ha11 
been· · · . · 

und'!Iistand11bly as yet not.{f\il'ly de~1pher"d by pal<1Mgrap~l1!its 

arid ep19rapnisfs. Nevertheless, substantial port.i6tis have been 

<leciphf;i~d from the ayC!il~\;le estampa9es, pl)(':)tographs. 

colour s.lides and a video.·film prepared by Or. s.». .O\lpt~ 

jointly witl1 Dr. Sudha Kalaina on l3lh aece , 1992,_ which 

,·· 
\· 

rel.l~ 1~~rl in e~}ablishin9·t~e his~~orical fact of th~'~ki~ten~e 
0£ a· pr~;;:,Ba})arl. hasjid Hindu temple at'Ra~a Janma~n\imL 

-, 
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ccint'd,. 

as de.stcoyin9 )\1nq Be1l l ( tn V'21n,;na ~ncarnet ion) and t he t.e n« 

Falzabad. Tcw.;rds the end It ~lso refers to god VishnY 
likely that they renrescnt the twin cities of Ayodhy11 and 

it ls synonymous in c Le s s Lc e l SAnsr.r!t l l r.s re t o re , iln<.~ 

wherein Ayodhyi3 1o.•as lor.'ated, The t•h) name s are used a s 

and Saketa were closely connQ~tsd, S~keta betng th~ dt~lrict 

Litle 15 of 'thls inscription tells us that a beautiful temple 

of v Lshnu-He r i. built wlth heaps of stone (fila.:.;"-~l~_L: 
£.!.i!l:•.::i...Ul 11nd beautified ·.'Ith a golc•~n spire ·(~.~!~-7Y~'."~~ 

'~_ii-S.!;002._~J\Jnf><Hnll~})(.•Q by i\fl'{ cn·,er ter1ple en;ct.;,<l by 

e a rl f c r Ki~;;:; (p,i,l_rv·1~_iL'.:"~2~£1J:il.!Lli.£g?'!:. D.d..lli'-~0.hlsl 

marx its completion and tn s t e l Le t t cn of the d1v1n~ image, 

non-ava~lability of good impressions, but what has so frir 

b~en deciphered is more than e nouoh to conclude the 

erection of a Vaishnava sb r t ne there dvring this pe r i od , 

The re co'ro "as evidently p\Jt up on a "'ell of the shrine to 

a. The t nsc r Lpt.Ion has not b.et'n read f.'ully due to tt\e 
': 

7th century ~.D. 

re1¢n of the most powe r f u l ruler of this re9ion. l<irig Chandra Deva 

of the Gahadval Dyr • .-.sty ruling from l<~.nna\lj, an ancierit cit~· of 

the. i<. Ganga, from where even the k1n9 Hcrt1ha .had ruled irl the 

brinQ home the ~tngle point that as early as the {1rst half of 

the .12th century A,D. a magnificient <1nd 1m~">os1ng Hindu t ernp l e , 

dedicated to Lord Vishnu-Bari. .,;as constructed here during the 

·_-.·.·:.-.• ' 
Appendix-I . .; Here we ere quot'in9 only the relevant portions to 

prove l:>eyond an iota of doubt that here at Rama ,1aMabhurni 

the.re did exist from ot least the earl~ 12th century >..D. a Hindu 

·tefl\ple. The in11c::J;tption and t t s deciphered po r t Lon s er e 91ven in 
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Ayoclhya, which is.ilocate<l !n the Sa>:et Mandala (D1stri.ctl, am1 

built a ~~!)~.ra ~nilJHt?! (most be11ut1ful temple) of ~.!.U. (stone) 

It W.!5 possibly done in place of an old temple ,.·hi.ch had by then 

become ve a t.he re d , He topped the~~ (spire) of the·te<1'pl.e 

with ~al~~ha (pinnacle) made of .N.!!1~ (gold), He dedkat~<i the 

temple to Lord Vishnu-Had who was none e Ls e bi~t the OM' ;;ho had 

9. In thls WJ:~~l.! (citation) the ktnq s .. s ys th~t l':t~ carne to 

eleventh-twelt:tr1 c er.t.u r y Vai$h0•Wd t~n;~:lc b e f o re C:hl 

· e re ct t on of the 1Babar1 mosque', 

;;C'.1.iling cli1ef. n<'lrne<.J Sa1lakshil!1a twl(;e, Thi.-; Sellal<sh·'~a 

.. cannot be definitely identlfied as the "'hol~ i.o sc r i ox t on 

has· .no t, yet been deciphered. He could have tieen 

Oaha~avala feudat'ory or the ve l 1-l<no•.;n Ctiandel l e king of th;it 

'name who ru Led towaros the close of the eleventh Md tr:e 

neginn!ng of tl1e twelfth century >.,D, ~lhtl~ ce r t e i n points 

1n· connection with the 1nterpretat1¢n of the i~sc.:ription 

e re yet to be settled,an<l can only be settled when qood 

."1mpi:ess1on's are made available, !:he fact is flMlly 

establ i rihed t:ha t at the d 1 sput ed s 1te tr1e re ex l steel an 

,wlth the hOl\'lonymous Cahadavala kin¢, as well as to s~rong 

.... - ... : ,_. . .·' '· 
'.'$ahasanka and ·Sudraka and is credited w1.th the e xca ve t i on cf 

'::::~ank·~. wells as we.11 as stepped wells. ;..'e 1;orr.,;, e c ro s s a 

·:~o te re nee: to. k inq Gov Inde chand ra , who r; pr.ea rs r.c .be ideflt \c<'! I 

l (,J 

(b'~iaOllna, 1,e, R:ivara) and s l Iude s' to t he sec icus 

:::;i~¥t:'from 't~e ·w:s~ (PissJi~:bhitO. It also contains the 
;,:;·'!·;t,.;j,- . , ..• -.. "' ... ··- .. 

·~xprelision fu.m.~-b~tiroJ. It was composed by the poe t 

· ·:1l't4s,tiyachandra, so.n of· ,Po.lhana. Pe rh e ps he .,,as also a 

;~ii1nq ohi•t. and as royal pce t h:,i:aid to haw excelled e ve n 

. __ .. ~-· 
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Cont'd,, 

')j,,., .• 

13. lt n'ay also be r.c,t;,d tho\ even e e rr t c r to It Uwr(~ cY.ls(~d 

Is fill 1, f in.11 ?.nd t ncont.r ove r e ihle. 

be i lt. ln early JI.th cc,r1turY 

pr Ior to the building Of the I Sabari Masj id I I t.r.e t crnp l e ves 

'fhe event of erecting the t~•,,,pl e had t.?b::r1 p l e c e s round 400 ye e rs 

temple; as Rama was one of tt1e .ve r Iou s Lnc a rne t lens of V!Sh(1U,) 

hence 1n a sense It was not on~y a Vlsh0u temple but also Rame 

h•rl ~~Rama J•nmabhuml a magn~flci~nt Vals~~~ve t~Mple wo~ in 
fact vuUt scme t tn-e r,H.,ceen 111'4 A,D. e nd 1\54 11.D .. 1,e, <i\Hi.ng 

12. lfo , gre.<1ter pcoo t ls required to. establ lsh lhe fact that 

corrroemQrate the event. 

consecration of the deity ind t.he lnauqural worship held to 

in th& w~lls of the temple of Vishnu-Harl 6t the time of the 
was Lord Vishnu-Harl. Evidently, the inscribed tablet was fixed 

or pinnacle 1~ est.ab} i shed on the top of the .th .... U1!2~ or 

spire only when the tem;:>le 1 s f 1M 11 y ready t n all respects and 

the llum~hl'ibh:,s.,.he..1'..! perforined., Then only u,e deity In the g.z.r.2~-: 
g.£!.!:~ (sanr.t1Jm s anc t.c rure l 9ets consecrated and is r e ad y to 

receive dally offering ancl worship, In this. cese the m<llrl deity 

built the temple but. also comp) etecl it because the ~.eJash:e. 

11~ Jt is most~slgnlficant to note that the king not.,only 
11 ~'4 A.D, 

the valo1.lr ofhis own a.11" CBiih1Jd_~~~~l. 

10.·. 'the. dat~'of t.he re19ni.n9 kinq_ Covinde Chandra of the 

Gah'adval dynilsty of l'.anna\l' iS: brac'Y.eted b e t we e n 1114 ,._,D, and 

This he dlci whe~ the Rava~e), 

( 
l 
t 
! 

. fo.reJc'n.ers . (the r.µsnr~s>,s\~~rti ava lachinq f r(11n .. the "''est (phchcha t:,•o) I 
a!')d, c;eet1n9 ,~ea:r,, (bhtti')~.~~t tie had successfully. thwarted-~~-·-:!-~ - i 

ar\d 

i1 ,~<~L 
~-····~···-~ 

',)/ 
.!!..'!..U-r'a.i~ ·(the lli;'.J.!..r~ form of \1ishnul 

11;· 
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the ~tru~tures did not cease by the Midd!e of the l?th c~ntury 

14, lt, thf:refore, fc .. i t ovs , tt1,'t th'-' ac t i v i t i e n co:rncc:tt<.i "''ith 

in ~i:: r i pt ion , 

c~lly the ~cripl is tc be p!~c~d in the 12th ce~tury ~.D., ~ay be 

thi;it. the Iri sc r I pt.ron s r eLe t c to Hindu gods ano Hinou l<:i.n(~S 

still two things ore absolut~ly cl~Ar: one, re11dinq, 

. upper one, is in eight lines, whtle the other, the l ove r one, is 

t n two lines. Tho\1qh the t n sc r Lpt t on s are so ver:y fragmentary 

t.h11t no coherent account, r.oJld so far: be made out, f rore their 

form of Hari-Vl shnu temple in script ion, engr~ved on a stone tablet, 

ts f u r t he r sup·ported by t"''O more t n sc r Ipt i cn s eri9raved on a e;tone 

p t Lle r found wlth!r. the d"'bris of the Babari Masj id. on the 6th 

Dec. J992. One of t he s e stone 1nscript1ons (~t:JJ.l:J.fb.l:i~· the 

13. fortun<1tely, this contemporary documentary evidence, in the 

'Hen_<::e, the' bU1ldin9: of the 12th century !Hndu tefllple wa.s not a 

one•t ime act b~t an act in an on-901n9 process. (Referencet 

Rame•Janm-abhurn!, 1'.yoclhy-a; New Arch.;ieoloo1c<"l Discoxerics, -~~--~~---- rlTs'tOrTmT'Yorulii;-N"-e~-rie1"'hr:-1992> 

'this is borne out- from the detaHs of the Ln s c r t pt i on as' "''ell es 

the actur.l art' an'~ arctl'itectu'ral re~ins discovered on 6th Dec. 

r e vaoc s of :ti"'e w~dch had weathered the s t.one s of the terrpH. 

PART-II (e) 
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Cont'd,, 

o..:•pul<-rly called "k a s au t t ' but qeclo91.c11ll1· spe.~J<.1.ng, sch l s c o so 

of th'! sli'te ve r t e t y, .• sec~lti'lentary r cck , the n1~;Jrest ~~;::o~its of 

(i) Wlt\-lin the then disputed structure. of th!? so-cal led 

3<:berl ~:asjld ttiere • .. ere as lf\ilfP/ a s 14 pi l Li 1·$ of blacl: s t cne 

of the 'inasj!d~ On all counts1 these are non-J:slllm1c because 

t.,r1ey show 1mages of H l.ndu 9ods and g<)ddes.-;es, 1'hus. these 

p.1llars m\1st h;:1ve forn'<~d pArt Of a temple of t r.e pre-Babari Ma::ij 1 

pe r l cd , The r e l even t d e t s t Ls are as follows. 

at the ends of the plers of the domes and also on the entranee 

mcnol1thlc p1llers of black, colour wlth bluish hue. These were 

The evidenc'-' is ln the (orm of a nun-b e r of beilut1fully c a rv ed 

from 1S26-?9 .1>,.D, tlll the'afternoon of the 6th Dec. 19c2, 

1(>. There are s eve r e l ptece s of a r ch l t e ct u r e I members of the 

pre·-1 S2B-29 A. o. Hindu temples which 011ce stood at Ram;; 

Jonmabhumi. We "'"}' start ..iith the l n t e rn e I evldence of t:h.e 

structure of the so-called Babarl ·Masjld which steed at the site 

~!QJ,2.~-1..L 
THE ARCH ITEC'fllR.1>.L Rtl-'.AINS Of' THE: PRE-BABARI 
H l NDU ·TEMPLES:· ART ,lo.ND .:.RCH I'i'ECT URAL E'J l DENC c; 

to thts/eerl 1.er'd.-ite for 'Wtllch also there. 1 s some sol id 

evidence .tn the form or oiljech or art and l con s of the K•Hhana 

'Per1oo,'.15t-3ro century .\,D. 

PART~rr: (9) · ·,;' (~.1 
I. '.J..-~;?-:\ 

dur!r.g toe I ith century A.D. and e Lso earl t e r to 1t, 

po~sibly 10th and 11th centuries >.~6.1 and may be even eprlier 

; ·1. ,. ·,· 
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Cont •ij •• 

text. on Hindu !<:onoqra)lhy, e e cb humcJn settlement h<:<l at ie;;st <:ir1e 

co rne r s of th!T' squ a r e b s s e of tr.e pill:,r, representing one 

c e rd Ine l d Lr e c t.f cri , According to.§.f::~~~P--~it,i. M\ old Sc!'1$kt·1L 

t on r y~.::hf.:2t sitt.ins on k:-:.QPs e nd pr•:Jsstr·:·~; th~ ~i.'.:l;'.<!!:. -:1r. ~~:'.' 

19?~. ~y John Irwin\ 

exclusively a Hindu sacred motif since tt relates tc the Vedic 
It 15 

t>elo~: 1t, is sho:.-n ,emerging out of a sacred water-pit~her, 

at the base, but eight faceted In the centre dnd four fftceted 

(lv) Each p tl Le r , i,,•h!ch is nearly 11 to 12 inches s qu.s r e 

10 km. eway fro~ Ayodhy~. 
stlll standln9 in the cantonment area at FalzabRd, so~e 8 to 

patron of Mir Elaqi. 

to be 1;>f the t'.tisl im saint, Musa Ash1xan ·.i:'lo ls suppc se d to t·e 

The grave ne a r whfch these are sttll fo1Jnd ex t s t tr.o ts elle.:,ied 

tn a grave-yard located nearly a f1Jrlonq away from Jannvibhurni. 

(111) 

in script ion· rr-e n tt oned in Sect lon I. 

c en eu ry A.O.~ sCll1'e as the script of the Vishnu-Harl temple 

.$.ide of the n'aln entrance, carved under the cent r el dome, ves 

fourid In s c r tb ed with the letter •g•. written p rom l n e n t Ly In 

~ypidal Nag~ri script whl~n 1s sty}lstlcally .d~tdble to ll•l2ih 

. PART-II (~O) '"-~~~-~ .. 
One. of the blaclt SlOO~ p1llers. fixed. on the no r t h e rn 

I .(:i ) 

t7 ':) 
:~··:·.~·V 
i~/ 
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Dr. l',D. Shar.m<! ond Dr. l<.K. !Jdv<•stiJv,J -- f o rme r ly Directors, 

Ancient H!sto.ry and Arch<ieology Dq:>.;rtmf1nt, M.::.dr.;s Un i v e r s i t y , 

of th1s site, h rne y further be no t.ad , eve n three other 

so~e of the bl~c~ $ton~ pill~rs of thE or!.gin~l t~m~le ~toed 

disputed structure, he found six of the several plller-be~as 
lmmedietely o~ the south of \he bound~ry ..,Al1 of the then 
Atchaeolo9ical S1)rvey of I nd Le , In one of h i s tre1H:hes, laid 

at four~een different pl~ceg ln Ayodhya on behalf of the 

Director General, Archa~ologl~dl Survey Of India, excavated 

gQTJ Q.t~::-JJ.l 
PJ~LAR-B~ll; !b~~!.!:..Ll.!.1--!~__f~~~~~.£..!1.!!~@.!.~ 

11. F'rorri 1975 thr<.>'19h 1980 P ro t e s so r s , s , Lal, a fomer 

repeatedly Jouncl in al! 1'lndu te•nc•les. 

;t:ak~hJ. (Reference: r_~.-~ha by Anande l', Coomar.;swarii1) 
(:n) The pillars He further embellished ..,lth male (S!Ji.as)> 

fe-male (Oev_!!,:-lo:11nyas)J floral (k_'.!,~~J~), fa11Ml (h~~~t~) end 

geometric mo.tlfs (diar.ior.d), typlc-11 of th·~. Hltidu icono'?r.;iphy, 

?>.RT,-11 ( 11) 

::: .. 
, L 

'\ ... -~ ...... 

'( ·7 
~~ksha e s. the 9uardl~n deity1 he had e conso rt else, cal1t-d 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



n e ce s s e r t Ly t c be. Vo Ls hn e v t t e \n o r t o t n , The e n t re nc e of the 
~\( .. , .. -· 

canopy is 111'.e a tcr~folled ,)rel'\ with three serr-i-clr•:ul-=r 

the.m ccco r together on the t-o:Jy of e deity, t:r.l:' t!ldty is 

·panels, set one above the oth,r, each depicting a l!Lndu dnity. 
The 10 ... -e r-roo s t depicts the imaqe of Dvar~~l.2,. o r dcor-l<eeper, 

stand ln9 lo lllEfil . .fui.S pose •jnoer ;in ercheo ¢;;incp)'• The 

;?_:j°J;,!l?.~:1~ ts ve e r Inc a ~.£.9~da ~~l*-~ on the titnd .1nd .a 

vano.mi.ila ln the ne ck . In tltndu !cono9r<iph~1• • .. ·~'"'°' both of - .... ---·-- 

'en t r e nc e of the ~!.1'.b.0.9rlha of the o r t o ir.e l Hirdu tr~rnple. It 

~oo~=:U~J.l'-2I.-~05.~§'.LQ.~ 
19. There Is a doer-jamb or 2.~I~..:.;.b~.b.~ of b l ack s t on e 'r.ept 

In the court.ye rd cf a comparatively rie1; hu1ldtrig called now 

r. 1 e c e ~ 1 r. both t; h ~ ri e ~~::; s t t s • 

above the se~llng floor. There are a number of ql~zed ware 

below the s e a t t no floor and in the debris ly!n,; lrnrr . .-,d[~tc-ly 

found In the d epo s t t l y i nq burled t n a Pit lmrnedi2tel~.' 

the dc s truct lon of the t er-p l e , early 16t)> c ent.c ry. ls b e s ed 

upon two unque s t t cn e b l e p i e c e s of e v l d cnc e : (t) t.h e rne t e r t a I 

further , i:-edcd llth-1~th c er.t ury A,D, 

12th c ent ury A.O. Thus, the pil111r-bases belonged to the. 

llth•l2~h century A,D, Incidentally, as no t.ed e e r l Le r , one 

of the pillars on the main entrance of the disputed structure 

also bears an ln~crlptlon ln Nigarl char~cters of the 11th• 

found ln the debris overlying the sealing-floor establish 

beyond any, 'doubt thet the p~llar-bues were raised in the 

the floo~ sealing the ~1llar-bases as well as the material 

P>.RT-11 ( 12) 
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MOJ3E ARCHAE:OLOGICAL DISCOVEfiIES .OF /\RT MIO 
~£<CH 11 i:crui<AL 08J'Ea.s--r·rw"M-;;-12'tJ:i--Ct"Wr1J'R¥-;.:o-:-H rriou · -----~--r£:i£~£--~~=~j_.::_199:?_-------·- - ------- 
20. We are now on ~lmost ~ure grounds that the 12th 
c en t u ry Hari·Vi~hnu temple r;1)r.r,trvcted hec"' ducin9 the reign 

of Ying Oovlnda Chandra was dcstroy~d.acccrd1ng to the 
' 4!J!·1·•· • 

tradition record~d in v~rlous lndlan Bnd foreign bCccunt~ 

SE:CTION - I/ _,.,. __ ... -.,_ 

dt'lties. during this period. It is, t he r e f o r e , absolutely c i e e r 

ls st;ind1ng on .e hill b l ovn Lct.u.s , e s was cu s t cmay with all the 

to the v1sit.ors. It sho•Jld be bome in rn t no that the de.1ty 

the fact that he is a gv.as:d1an detty, holding a ve apon to prot'"-CI: 

the main deity of the Sll!.£..9ha;Sl.!.1h~ from all evil...doers. The 

right hand, on t.h e other hand, is held !.n .t:(..ill.z:.iu~inu<tti. 1.e., 

in a pose whl.ch is adopted by a d e t t y ... ·hen he delivers 11 s e rn-or, 

It may be mentioned in thts context that the dv4r~.E.,U.!:. 

ls holc11ng a !:.1-il!.~· or a spear, in his left h and , It est..1bl 1!it"1es 

emer9in9 out o! cii~.2.:::.9.~.µi and beautifully decorat~ .. ,!.th 

e nuritber of mould lng!< on the top. 'the panel ebove the 

clv5ngala shows a female deity standing 1n an arched. gateway, 

Her posture is also in ~9.!!• 'I'he panel above this also 

shows a female d"ity standing !n trl.12b..ci9!! pose. The n e x t 

pe ne l shows the mother godess standing in the frontal pose unde r 

a canopy.' Th,e 4th panel depicts a g_~~ or a ye>ur.9 dwarfish 

male dancing under 11 canopy. The top"most snovs the beaut if u 1 

1ma9e of ~alabhanj1ka holding a branch of t.t\e b Lo s somt nq tree. 
J 

This orna111e~tal arch rests on two pillars, 'corbelled' lt CCh I• 

mouldings .based on the principle cf o ve r s e Ll t nq courses, named 

( 13) 
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Head of thP. 11.ncit>nt History and Arch;;ieolc9y Department, Oerhwal 

\Jn'!vecstty, Prof. 9,R. Gr11Ner, former D1fccto'r, 'rndian.Co\1~.cil 

Or. S, P. Gupta, former Dir(';ctor, Al) C>h1.1bad Museum, Prof. 

!<,P, N1:1,1tiy<1l, Vice-Chancellor, ',11.w;<'lh Untverslty.and former 

252 

s r t ve s t eve , forrner Pl.rector, Archaeolo9tcal survey of India, 

Plrector Generr.l. Archaeological S1.1rvey of lnd1a, Dr. K.M. 

23. The grc.up comprised Dr; Y.D. Sh;:rm.o, fernier Dep11t;y 

and h t s t o r Le n s f ound th<'lt. ;:).l t h e se objects a re e rcb t t ec t u r e r 

01e:nbers of a Hln·du t ernp Le-ccornp l e x of the l'lth c en t.ury A.D. 

temple, uova ro s thr. south and beyond the fencing, a big ho e r d o : 

archaeolog1cfll c t scove ry •·a~ m~de at Ayodtiyo. llt a dept.h of 

about 12 feet from the 9ro1Jnd level r.e e r the Ral!lajanti\a Ehl.)Jni 

Rarna)an.1M Bhumi was being levelled, a most startlinl;i 

beaut1fvlly carved buff ~tld~~M p1eoe1 wa• Iccat ed 1n a hrge 

p1t. du9 do.,1\ bal<»i t& old tc.p level. The loo.at1on ot t~ pit 

1• sho"'n 1n Appcndb 11 & lII. 

21, o~ TH£ H3'1'H or JlINE 1992, · .. men the ground near- the 

r e coun t ed as u nd e r , 

away and dumped in a pit nearby. These details of the 

c t scove ry and some of the e nt i que r Le n r emstns m<iy be 

the! r unrN!n<i9able shapes, .such e s the c r e sccnt shaped 

which could not be used, because of 

s t ons vi t h lotus c e r v t no s in the ~Uif2~· i.e., as a I Intel. 

in the e.3rly 1'5th century, in all probability b:i~ !labor's mer •• 

The parts of this te<flple .;,h1~h c ou l o be gainfully 're-used 1n 

the s eruct.u re of the 1B11burl Mosque• were 1n fact re.used; 

S~)Ch a s the b.lac).: Stone p i Ll er s 'in the p t e r sjscme carved 

b Locx s of st on e in the va i t s and et. least one long pi~ce of 

PAAT-11 (14) 
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t.h2t t),,. ;,rt-~otifs are f o rmed with su r f e c e absolutely p l e i n , 

It l!\ ('-'.dled 'Stencil' ti:·c¥)n1qul". 

rr~thod of sco0pln9 out the ~ree~ around lhe floral ele~ents so 

!QJ):::.~~· lt is bcavt!fully d e co r e t ed w1th sc ro i r s , H also 

be l onqs e xc Lus f ve l y to the north Indian t.ernp l e s of the pe r Iod 

ca lied §]',Lll,.hH!~ of ...:,~[Q.!l!!.' t , e. fr ing spires. 

26. !JJ..i;_§.LUSQil~Elli The second most ~i9n.i f leant f b:l is 

the cu r-vt l Ine e r part of the ti.!iL mou Id tnq s present on the 

one 1 n t. he ...,orld who knows even a lit. tl e about the H ind\l temples 

c e n ce s t any doubt about its position in the t erop l e s t ruc t u re , 

It is so ve()' typical of the ten•ples of northern Inola th.;;t no 

Ttie temples of this style are chHacterised by a distinctly 

imposing shikhara, which is a tall and tapering spt re over the 

.g.~rbha~g.£.!ha,or sa~~ sancto~, which houses the main de.ity. 
2~. !he S.hixhap~ Amala~!' The developed ~.11!!~ is 

like a .mountain with several t Le r s of subs Id Le ry !!}1khar~.· 

rtsin9 one "hove the other and rirojecting partially fcom the ·r 
' ' .,~ . 

rnai.n $._~~· The ~J..llh~ are crowned with a very d1stinct1\•e '' 

c i rcut e r plece cf stooe, c e l Led !f!lal~. which i,~hapea l0Dce a 

coc;iqed wt.eel. with bead-like tilduldin9s 11long the periphery. 

oCHistortcel Res.eeil:h, Shr1 qevendfa s.,;.at'Up~.t.9r'awal and Or. 
Sa.roindu Mu>:herji of the Delhi University at'ld rJr. (Mr~.) 

Malai-ya of Bhopal. 

24.. ~~_!!mpl!,1 The expe r-t s , who ·v~s~ted the .st t e on behalf · 

o'f the academ1c<>~Q~l1isat1on, "The}ffstodr.ns1 l'i>C-1.Hl'"; on th; 
~nd and )rd ot J\1ly 1992, are unanimously of the view that t~e 
temple; to which these fragments belong, is cf thedevelopeo 

Na9ara· e.ty'le of ancient t emp l e architecture ~hidi was curteh( 

ln northern ,,India durinQ the late• part 'of the e a r Ly medieval 

period, Le, the pericxl after sno A.D, and before 1200 A,D, 

·,, .... · .. - .. 
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bestower of ell good luck 

of !'.t:·t"!;f>nt-hoc,;\s t!nd hovlnq ~ ~·ir.c~c•Jp in his h:uid. Still be r o- ... • 

h Im is the irr0;:;ge of a ti•other .goddei;s (~1.!:£.!:.S.'2-·~ . .i) 1 t.hf! 

lmaqe of B~larame, the elder brother of YrlshnA, with a canopy 

and holding a bottlc-~~e In the left hand. Below hlm is the 

and hol<'ling v:n.lcally ln th€'. p,;;lrn of the rioht. hi!ncl the 

chs r e ct e r I e t t c wheel or f.h.~lr.2 cf V.ish~i\J, 

32, Anoth<'<1 !.ll'il')e is that of ?arsh\.lrema, sitting cr1'.)!.s-leggc>d 

256 

3t. ~o.9..'.:.:: .. o_f_.:'.~~.r...:'..'..!-~.'.1~~~'.'_:~~~_s_i There is also a fr-<1q111ent of 

a s t c l e e'!'bellishcd "dth the mor.t signlfi.;nnt sculµtur·~s of a 

of the terl'ple. 

30. Qg~.r..::.~~_;, There Is one example of a door-jiimb or 

d'.:!.E.?_,:!~~)j of the rnain entrance of ttw t emp l e , It ts decorated 

1..·i th a e.e ande r Lnq floral design. carved in 'St:encll' s t y l e , 

29. D.£.~L.L~E!:.: There i s one frieze of continuous. leaf- 

mou l d t nq l'hlch decorates one of the .t op l Ine s ot the· hlqh plinth 

s c ru c t o r e , It ls a co rn e r-e s s one of the co rn t c e . 

also ~llow th<: rain w2Ler to run off quickly arid protect the 

o! t empl e s -~ tt is call~,d C,J;!>.j_dy.§, and in H1n~1 rel:;!'J!.1.L~· 
irnn-shede, where the straight, 111all ove r the high plinth meets 

the oase of the shikhilCa. It t s carved and shaped l 1ke 

28. !he Co_;_i;tl,£;: The fourth example <~f stone scu l pt u r e s 

belongs to the most cne r e c e e r t sv t c members of the tla911ra. style 

sun-shade but rectangular Mangalore tiles to serve not only as 

with beaut1ful fCl01Jld1ngs in the fo~i,:of li1ghly styl1$ed lotus 

pet els Hranged as nil r row para 11 el strips ce rv ed in low rel ie.f 

ii rol.lnd the capital. 

:n. !b~ C.!J:~lt The t.h1rd ri>ost nortWO["thy SC\JlOtured J!)1ece 

of stone ln thls collection is a r'ctan9ul~r cepital of a Pillar 
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after cutting the Rama ~ct mound, The floor covcrrd ~Ith 

burnt•bric~s spre~ds over thousands of squ~re ~ctres,now lar~ely 
e.n1:l rc l ed by the n cv l y c on st.r uc r e d Rama Dlvai·. During th;;t 

•JanCT1~sthan' Art·~n, e c r o s s the ri'odern roe d , t".·u1lt by u·~<· Brit.is~; 

~L;,P_k0P.AJ10N~ 

3~. From 4th~! July through 10th July 1992, Prof. 8,R. Grovei 
camped at Ayodhya, during the period when the ground ac~uired 

by the U.P. Government was beinq levelled up. It is du r Lnq this 

cpe r e t Lon that he came e c ro ss lo.,,.ards the east e nd s ou t h of the 

Ramajan1M Bhumi. 1<>:·-;ie floor-r.reas, i n the pre-Islarl'lc levels, 

Which '-'ere carefully. pe vcd 1..'it'l cu rn t bricks, These p l ac e s -.·.;re 

t hen sv s t err a t lcal l y expo sec aric p'r1otoqr11pr.ed ~fl tu for 

pe:-rr1ani=nl re co rc . He located scn-e brkk-'"'i!lls as well. He 

nntlcoJ slmll8r flooring tnd alsn triL~-"alls at the ~c~rl~le~ 

PART-ll ( 17, 

33. Shiv~_f~~~J.1 Desides the e.bove, there are eeveiol other 

tl'!lages. One i s of Shiva-PorvatL also called Uma-Maheshvera: 

It was !ound fcom a sh11llo1o1 rno.und called Nala, located solTle 

200 met.res away from the site of the above hoaro of art. ai)d 

archttectutal pieces. Though Shiva's he<1d ts n·o1o1 lost, his hand 

holding a ~.e.!..i._l;)S~~,tr1dent,1s fully t ntact , Slmilarl~·. a1thouqh ·! 
Pe rva t t ' s face is not extant, her hand froin behind Shiva's neck 

is found resting on ·his right shouldet· 1.n an embracing pc s l t i oo , 

Stylistically, His also datable to the llth c ent.ur y , 

3-4. Terracot~L!:sll.!..!£1!!: Art ob jsct.s of bu rn t clay belonging 

to the e e r l t e r pe r i od s , such as th~ K1.1shana (lst-3rc century) 

have also been found. These ll'llages belong to various Hindu 

goos ~nd 9oddesses, 

·\ 
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the same temple-plll2rs which are fixed In th~ 'mcsque' 

:::<. ;Jth-l?th c cn t.u rv bu t l t, on p i l l e r s ~LAndfn·:; or. e so r t e s of 

pe ra Ll e I burnt-bric::~ b e s e s .,..h.lc!l wi\5 c••stroyed in the early 

38. There is, therefore, enough new archaealogic~l mat~rl3l 

brlc'k-wall. 

l 6th century, in all l ikellhood the h.'l!'f:S c e rr t ed on them 

har-cl rarNNi!d floors of £h~g_!1~;!! and ~!!.,r}!_iu:. laid one ahove the o r.rie r 1 

with a slqnificant brPak In bet~een but over t~e level of the 

and large pits have been located here. further, there are two 

d~structlon of the huue wall mentioned above ~lnce brick-debris 

pre-lslam1c levels, there are the remains of brid<-lald floors. 

r.eme Ln s o t another brlck-wall have been found. At t"'o different. 

section and beyond it, Below this, after a llttle break, the 
b'.irnt-br1cl< wall of mere than a dozen courses, running e l cno the 

the section !acinq east and also dug at least two feet stlll 

a huge dee pe r tn a smcill area alcng this section. r~~Y dlsco.vctP.d 

F...:_~ZH E:XCAVATIO!'S 

36. !:!.:L£e Brl.£1::..~l~: On the 22nd and t3rd of Jt,tly Dr. 

K,M, Srivastava and Dr, S.P. Gupta w~nt to Ayodhya and scraped 

dt sco ve r t e s , 

two:- eminent f1eld-archaeclogists to e x am i n e the re po r t ed 

findings t.o th~ press ""'hich prompted the'Historians' Foruin1t1) send 

PART;.U (18) . ! \. ,~ (' \ 
~ •;, .. - 

had released as ma:1y es three r e po re s o f hb 
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former Direct9r, De par t rr.e nc of l\rch_aeolo1,1y and M1J:so?11!T'·S, c.;oven1!T'.er.t 

of RajC<11th11n, Jaipur d t sccve r e d the l e tt e r 'Shri' written 

in the l:l..§:::l~!:l :!-!'.:dpt of 11-lith century A.D, on a bl&d s r.onc 

plllilr fixed in t.he left r•crnd outer """ll o f the IT'·~lri e nt rs nc e 

of the <ltsputed structure. Prof. )(,V, fliimat. ,head of t ne Ancient. 

History hnd Arthacology Department of Madras University 

they could during their exploration-trips. S·hri R,<;. t.9ra.,,•11la, 

sl t e plar;i,s arid s'e c t i ons , &nd al so loc&te any n<!i.' r:.vf:lrnc(.! 1 f 

at. Ayodhya for e seminar helc on 10~1<t.h October le:?·);: __. 

arc\-;aeolo9tst.$ d.ra'>m from e l Lv ove r the co un t r y , Tt.ey "~'·nr---hlcd 

dlscove~ed by A team of around ~5 eminent historians and 

40. 

Blhar end successfully ddcnded .Jetavana in northern .l\v<tdh e nd 

Varanasi 1H1ainst._ re pe e t ed attac\.: of the Musl:bm inv~clers from the 

no~.h~1.ieet, va s 'the ruler \.'hen the t'-'mple ..,as bullt1i\t the pl~.ce 

whe re an older temple had by then become dllapidatt:>d. 

SiQr'llflca~tly, mo.re arcnaeoloqlcnl vest!Qes ~ere 

over greater port of Uttar Pradesh and 

~,BR DISCO'IER!il 

39, As '..!'he l8'I:ii.1\Ji-~E:1992 is rel'l'embered in the histor1of 

lndtan archaeology for_the startling d t scove ry of forty 
- . 
sc~lpt.ur~l arid architE'.ctura_l pt ece s of 11th-12th century Hind•J 

temple H Ra!ll!'I J~nmabt1\.ll'!\ I. A}·oohya, so el so the 6tr1 Dect>mtJc r 

1992 .... 111 b.;,,,reme!l'be.reo fqr a ~till "'ore e>'.<:iting c t s cov e rv e t 

J.:1nnia'ohumi-the-20-lfoe odg1ni!l s t one inscdpt!on of the re l3n of 

)dng Govir'ld'I Ch~ndra. )"hen the ve rv terr.ple to which the afo1·er.aid 

I works of art and architecture belonged, It thus S('tS cl r cs t 

all contrcversies surroundin¢ the oft-repeated que s tt on wr1ether 

a Hind~1 tell'ple had· l.n fact ex-isted at Janmabhl.lrl'i prior t.o 

the coming up of the so-called Babrl Hasjld, The evidence lG 

t:in11i e nd Incontrovertible, 1-'.tng Govinda Ch.:.n.Jr<i, the fl fth und 

!'110St 111\lst.rious pe r sorie q e of t.he Cahadv11l f>yna.~ty, ·~·ho ruled 

~..:- 
,· .~ .. ~·, 

1 rc:r-' 
\._. 1 \ (; c> 

-;;>:•., (t9) 

Io) o 
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the R<!m Y.atha ~:u scum , Ay,g.dhya, function 1.ng under the d irP.c::t 

ork nurnl)er cif objects c o Ll ec t e d in June 1~92 find pr e se ut.e d e t; 

d;.ma9.,d s oor.e r than 1,1(: can !1n~g 1 ne , It is pro po sod thct th(;.$c 

t he se invall)oble objects of our n e tI crie I hec!tage ma}' i;et 

i"':;ic,dil'ltcly i;hjfted LO ttie prcpe r l y ventllat.eci ond llqhted 

galleries of il puhl ic rnu!:>e\lm, 1o1here ccn s t er.t vigil is gcner.~l l y 

r.e'.'t on the Pce s e rve t i on e nd conse rve t tcn of the Exhibits, 

pt.yr.ical conc t t l cn -- \.le app r ehe nd t h e t, •rnl~·ss thE;llc are 

1 Store' roorr s ", s ome t Ime in thP. third C>C 'f o u r t r, \.Ice}. Of December 

and rn'ltal were locked by. the v. P. Govt, in a couple of these 

with ve-.t:y poor light and ventilation. These objects of scone 

rooms ve r e just the s co rev rocms , practically closed quarters 

the 6th Dec •. 1992 a11d bodily shifted t.o a place-.called fiama l<atl1a 

l<llnj. hardly 200 mts from the complex. · The Rama Katha Kunj 

has:a sml'lll .semi-permaneot building ..,1th ~bout half-a-dozen 

rooms constructed by the VHP for tlleic own use. Some of these 

frc,cn the debris of Rama Janrn.ab~1\1mi-Babar! Has) id Complex on 

bt•.lonc:iing to ancient t ernp l e s, were collected by the Kac St<vaY.s 

41. It is.9ather(<d, that more than 250 cb j e c c sj me ny of the;r, 

dome on the eastern wall 'o f the s t ruc t u r-e , 

motifs engraved in stencil style l!rid fixed be l.o ... · the soutM.rn 

11·'2 e.t· 
----~01 

'the piH.h o! the temple over 'which the eastern 

· .. <t>ound~ty;;;.,..en of the. •sabri Mas lid' .Jas. built. or:. s~it. Reo, 
/ ', '' .· .... 

. · · ~dvisoC" on h~itne ·A~ch.,t'ology.<ln':'the:·±n·s:tftut~.' of Oceiino9reph'y, 
Ooa d 1 sccve red a le r9e piece of stone deco r e t ed with floral 

I, 
..--~ 
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D~t~ble to early l?th c~ntu~y. 
(8) A fragment.<;ry fcieze of yj_~,i·~.?b.02!!· DatcblP.. to er. r l y 

yaksha, Dat1ble to ~Rrly 12th century. 

pose, po s s i b l y Gar;ie-she with a rLsh ; (?), s e e n f r orn th<: 

Datable to th~ &rirly 12th century ~.0, 

($)A ht;Ad of Shiv>; Gh~!ril\'•1 1.:!Lh t~ll l4~,:.J.9+s hi;ir--:io. 

cover Inc the h,.,.;~. >;ldt: ope n eyes .:,;1d t.·.1c p ro t rud i no te e t n . 

D~teble to 10th cHntury ~.D. 

Lm..2.3~ 
(4) A standing irn;.9e of 'lli:hr1u ve e rt no a long vant\'!,lill. 

12th c e n t u ry A.D. 

)2th century A,D, 

(3) A two-line fragmentary Sanskrit inscription engraved on a 

s tone i p t l Le r in Na9ad sc r ipt , It ts oat<1ble to rn Ld > 

cornpo s ed in San5l<:dt l<'n9u".l,!le and wr Lt t en 1n tlagarf sc r t pc 

of 11th-12th century A,D. It is dateble tc mld-to·late 

the f1r:;t hedf of th~ 12t.h cc nt.u ry ~ .. D. 

(2) An eight 11.ne 'fragrnent.ary inscription on a svone p t lLe r , 

sc r Lpt, of 11th-12th c e nt u ry style. lt ts securely dated in 

!.!1sc.r..t~Ll2.n!... 
(l) A stone-tablet v i snnu-He r i Temple lr:scriptton of 20 line 

text cornpo seo i n Sisnsl<.r1t language and written t n Nagil rf 

for tti.e net l on. 

thii; h besides the point, even though in a sense \•ety vital 

cont rel But 

( ~· f':I '("i+' !I 
[I() -- :...­ '· ~~-:·-f; ~- 

of .the L•eptt of Culture, Govt. of Ut'tar f>radesh. 

1'ART;,;!I · (if) · 

)0)2-- 
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( 16) Central piece of t~.e ce t l lnq <)f the c ome decorct<·d with 

f o l Ly opened !lo..;er ond !rcn r:ha!n. rJatel)le LO l6tl: c cn e u ry 

central dorned ch.:.mber .. D"table to e,Hl7· 16th c:entury. 

which was once fixed on the tdp of the ~~ln entrance c[ the 
"-'{is) T~H·re I s a lilrqe fn9ro~nt cf the Persian tn sc r : et i on 

1 lt.h-l2th century. 

core of the Wllll. Oatabl•~ to.12th century. 
(13) Sofl'.e half-a-dozen p l l Le r s of bu f f s<1ndston10- "'ith cu'rved 

of the 'mosque' with s cu Lpt u r ed f e ce t\.irnr:d In s Lcc the 

the fact thet the stones like thls were fix~d ln Lhe walls 

.chOnam. It ls a most telllna·and convinc1nq evidence of 
deeply cut ccevlces ere found indifferently filled with 
closely placed b'.'ads, the bot•_o(l' hds running iJS. '.t'~1e 

interconnecteo roundels, vi t hiuppe r ilnd l.cwe r borders of 

arranged In concentr tc rectan<Jles. O~table to 12t.h cen t ury: 

sho··dng meand_ering c ree oe r s "'Ith t.,,c human ft9ures, 

l nh cehtury. 

( 11) A large fra9'1'ent of the c e t Lt no , bluish oarl<: .s t one , 

\ 

I 

(lO) A to~stone of the ill.ii det:oratlon cf the _rtl,.i!:D.!I-! shO··-'ing 

Oorai deSiqns. Cut ln st~ndl technique. Dot<Jhle to · 1 

four parallel ve rU ell 
to 10th contvr)' with 

' • . - . 
hl.£h1~uraUiec..!,! 

(9) Another ~~f~-~hak~ (door-jamb) wtth 
trieiea s~¥d.n9·. floral motl~s. Datable 

V1 stii;u Lu~,~~> 

PART·l I (22) 
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aot~9 tt7 in 

to ... tien the ve nda Lt sro took pl~i;:e? ~.'ho 

Shiva pane l of the qarl.and-bt,"!aring Vidy5dhara fdeze 

of th- yaksha• and Devakanya~ o~ t~e head of 
stone or sorr-e of a!l\all\_~J.• etc. V.l 

th~~e we;e simply vand~YJse~. It 

s~~fered ~iolent destruction -- we have to lo~~ only 
·antiquities also prove th;,t the 12th century 

The broken cohdit!on of 

/O/~ 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



lG 

&!'lgt:av~d/qn::a l;)lc:(.·l<. sx cne pilla'r, 

4) ,There we r e 14 .blad: st one p i l l s.r s fix·~d. in the body~ 

strueturc o! the so-cr..lled 'Eabari 1-'.i!sjiLl', e e cn beari.nq im<'lges 

. ~ ,9,~ .. •~.lr~~ ~.9,o.d~. aod ·,9o<ide sses be stdes ve r i cu s sacrl0'9 i avna l; 
floral e nd qeometric mo t l f s which a r n atsolutPly non·IslilP"ic • 

.;her~:~;'ere twi:>''mon- slmil1'r blac>; s e c ne plll.:;rs, H:xl.'ci upside 

1l<::h-12th century .:.,Q .• sc r i pt. 

3) t:ett~r 'Si', of the l\a9<1rl sc r i p t of 1n§h·l2:;h c e n t.o rv 

a· Hind\l te~,,ple ~£ff;,{6cir.yll 
Deva ( 1114 - 1~-1 A .b'.:) of 

' .. · ..... '· ·:.-. 
inscriptj(!,p' c:omr§~.~d,rn 
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19) The F'\ima-ahHa on Hie pUlr.rs. ----:----~· -.- 
~acred w~ter~p1tcher, en pillars. 

17) The· 1m~ge of /Jar.di ln t e r r s co t r e . 

terracotta. 

stela. 

t!JJ!!:?.!!..Q.Q,?2~0 GO..J2.PEi.~ 
1) n-,e presence of~Y~.r·.!'.nYb. on t.t1e p l l Le r s . 

8) 'l'r.e p r e se nc e of G;i~.\!.!!. on the door-jamb. 

9) The presence of 11 !2:dL1..P . .U.! on the door-jamb. 

10) The presence cf Shlit~.tt~Jl~l~ on the ,door-j.:mb. 

11) The p r e scncc of Matridevi lrr69e o n the q.b_21L?l~.f..Y~t!.2 

en9r11ved in stencil style, and ~lso mouldings. 
of the disputed s t r oct ur e which show !loral motifs cut, Mid 

!lJ .. L!?~S..Q..R.A'l'I!'.f S'l'ON~ 

6) There .,..ere t'-'0 blocks of stone found Hxed In the 1Jall 

motif -- v a r t ou s .represent?Uons <.nd forms of the l,ot\J:!1- !lO'-'E'C, 

so-cca l Le d 'B11ba.ri Mosq1ie' wh!ch beers the n.c s t s s c r ed Hindu 

S) There ..,as !l 1 t nte l s t o ne at the "'~ lr1 entrance of t.he 

pillars t1ave been reported ! r cr» Cantonme:ot area at. re i z ahad , 

:?!>O or mare 'metres froo .iar11M Bhumi. Two more s1m1ll!r 

.: :: ~:/rr..?·i~1.. :. - · . , · 

PART-II '."{2!>) 
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T..ttf_..!.'1,l N1JUTON~ 

O) The ~dhisthana st'i':>ne o! ('). Hir1du te~··rle on >1hlch r1111 --------.~,---,- 

39) The Ceiling s tor.e d s co r e t ed ~·Ith roe.endt!rln9 c r c.e pezsa. 
d 

40) The runnt nq frin.e "ith flower5 arr.onqed 1.n rouopes 

q) '!'he q11ft s e nd s t on e Starn_!:ib2.2 of " Hindu temple. 

reou l d t nqs . 

34) Tbe ~ar~<! £!"ill_!_~~, 

35) The q,.§1_~ s t cne s . 

31} The vidyadharc:s or flying Q!,;J'l...:;·H1nr.~~ ccuple s in 

32) The b~l.1$~! in a'te<"ple frieze, 

33) Standin9 Ga~e~h~ wl~h at~eridants. 

in the disputed st:ucture. 
30) The _l~ns2 on lotus depicted on a pill e r fixed 

I , 
29) The irnace of Sivc.-!lr1a1reva. 

· jiml:>.and 'on ht_,a moulcllhg o!!;·~ti~:,:].):!.ll.b.,ara of the temple. 

2?) The ~1a!_h of flo•.·ers an~ ~erf\s on the p!llHs 

23) Th.e Y.aranr.1.;> l'l'Ukuta on .t~ie·heao of the dvi'r11-:>?l<i. --:-"':"""t"":-.---.-- I ·-:•.:':.:., .r ', • --,, ....... ~- .. 

24)· The ~'2!1amale on the bOdy .Of the dvar ape Le , 

25) The ~n_o.,Eavb~ on the:''l)cXly of Ch~ktapll,:shli~ 

26) The £.hek,.t~ of Vtshr;ni fo the hend!< of the Chakripu::sh"a';"''.'L 

n>:The PArash\1rama !mage. 

28) 'The Vishr;iu im119e on a (3oo:r"'jamb. 

J>ART-i:I .(~b}'. 
:' ·~·'>· 

j'\ (t(~~''' 
l !_; .. :,..~,..~-·· 

.c-> .''"\c 
~J!i!..~ flc· ... er on the pillars es well t.tie 

}~ntel s t one arid the chhid.J.! st(i11es. 
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• 1 .•• '.'.> •. :.!) 
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'' • •·o I''• 4 •'' '• • '11 t 

~· 

~(~ 

i 

z . 

~'· 

.9· 
Ii 

/C. 

)\· 

I :2. . 

7. 

s: 
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11· 

le.x.t" . 

. ~~·······~~~,'f~ 
~~r_· · · · · · v · · · · ~~~(··) :.~- · · · · · · · 
~., (' \~ 't:f: '. -_ --------------- 

... -:;-. 7AT· .. ··~~·. [ ... 
• • • ' · • tJ.r~'f (' ' '"\ . . 

........ riritttrrrf{q~Ea<tt1~~~~}~~w~- 
11~~ ~~~~ ;r:m_i12f/·-tr --==~· 
~Wi~v····· 

•.' ..... · ••• · ~ "31JJ)1 <>t<-if y-V ~~-~-q- q7f ~;f,,,,,-~J"o/ 
·r:0;';«_~~1 t,c( ;r ~li[!l*"ri .,:;· 7{~rr ~t'1"7?7>r'-- 

f'q-~f Tkt: j £7 ·tfcT(- · · · · · · . 

Julff ~i~/(1/rt7~~.J7i.rrt~r!'-r1?:';;l,;·~~~ . 
'!F-r~~<~:·~~~;,~:,. 

1 S· .. : ~ · · · i.:t:J--rq<~d~V v[~t · .. · :J1~:filt~~i#f-#~'=17 
~nZrt-r .ff4r / .. · . . · · 

! ~. · · · · · · · · · ~iii<:/;·- df1i-,?7:1( ~7il,rr>1#· py- -.:.~ 
...... ~ '. ==:.:::.::-.;:. ··- ... _ _y 

"}i_Tbct}; JI tr( /,.Jr ~-~j~~-:-- ~~~~!_ · · · · · · · 
,,c . . ... -Arrf-~T -cnr:r::v a;- J.f/f)"J::i-~- -;;,fY!.T7 -~~ ~ 1/f: jfr.Jrr 

{PART..:ll) 

Io 11 
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' ;;;."'·~' ~-t ';;)'Ii: • 

.. ·-·~----············ - ·•• ·- -·· 

1
, 
~ 

......... I 
I 
I 
I 
l. 
\· 

..': .. :1 
I 

'"" '" i ..... I 

/ .,.. •• r 

....... 
. . .. §SLMM~..:Jf'E.M~ti~1.Ml.&t!f:..,~YOJ!.[IYA_ 

.EAlJPJt.e.QI..il/JU.. . 

-····.----.-- .... ----····-···:,7-- _ .. ...---- . . . .. ... ·-· . 
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(2) 20 LiM io11c¥ipticn cotnpared i.ll SaJisll:rlt verus 
and ;,..ri.t tan in 8ri!hrnJ.. script cri a stone tab let 

fi::-,und at 'Ram<1. JQJ:11l)abhlr.\i - Baoot1 M<isJid conplf.i.X1 

on 6th December 1992. 1t .recrds that durlnq the tJme 
pt~n9 Oovinda Chand,a (llH-1154 A..O,) the temple 
vat{ ecost~ucted at thie place, 

(1} Oimeral Yieit of. the d:>jec:t' fou,nd in the debris 
of the 'Rani Janmabhume--Babati /olasjid • cauple.-c 
on 6th December 1992 and de~~ited by the ~.e.r 

s eve xs at Rama Katha l<unJ,,.~.yodhya, 
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( 4) St.111 lllore close-up cf the insc.dpt..1 cc Ln !'.>~ t e 
!<o-2. 
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(S) Cl<>ae--up of the .1.nscct.Pt.1~ .1n Plate No-.2. 

I, 
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(6) T"'o tr.;grue.'1t.:iry inscripticns (sansk.d. t lJ.n9ue.9e 
and !lrhmJ. scdpt) of 12th century A .u , engraved 
en a p1 llar. Top 111:sc.riptia:i is l.n 8 Hr.es, th·~ 
lo.ier insc::riptica is in 2 Ll n es , Di:icO\•er.:d 
Cll 6th Oec.1992. 
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I 
I: 

.' I 
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(8) One of the 14 blar.k stcne pJ llars (•f Hindu troiPle 
fixed ir.. th~ Rcirna Janmabhumi-Bah.1ci /.idsJid crniplex 
Before 6th Dec.1992. 

r ..,. 

' '• v: ,...., .. 

.. ),_ ... ~ 

; ... ~. 
. , . 

\ . 

~-- T 
··~, .... .I 
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(9) Clo,~"' Of • bl'"" "°'• Plllor Of ' Hlhdu '"•Pl• ~tl{. Eefoie 6th l)ec. H92 

-~~-· 
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(10)Close-up oft.he lc:t.1ei: 1-'at"t of a black stone, pillar 
cf A Hir,du teaiple • 8efor~ 6t.h Dec. ~992 • 

_.,.,.~~ .... ' 
; r-. ~ :) 

... ,.;..•' \ 

'(, -··· 

/oJo 
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( 11) A bl'3c.k stone pillar of a Hindu tc:ioploe showiz:ig 

P!:IJ:lt~g~ aod a dancinQ h1.na.n f1gu.re. Recovec"l 
on 6th Dec.1992. 

'iP2- 
.·,,; 
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(l2l A blac)<; s t co e pilla.r \iith tM le:;ter'S.1' 
e.n9raved on it .1Zt.1"1 C1?11t.<.:.ry ;, .D. 
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(14) ;.. pot-Ucci .;:,f the plinth of a Hi11du t•:.1\::ile 
bel~ the bouno.:>cy \oTClll of the ~v-colltd 1.:>abari 

l".asjid' • Oef(,::-e 6th December 1992. 

/OJJ 
' 

l .. 
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(J.S) Black stooe doo!'--Jamb .showin9 Hindu Hot.lfl! 
1 ~;cPt io the N~ Janmasthan teoiple, ne.ac .Rama 

.Jancn~bjumi • '12th Centi.Uy A .D. !lti ll intact, 

I., 
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(16) Close-up of the black s t one doc.r-j·lmb io 
plate No-15. 

t'" 

~ r_' 'r .. ; 

I D).r- 
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\16) s eve ra I ebje1.."tS discovorc•:.l en s~;h .)eG.1992 

~ n tho ba clcg cund 1! a tiart of ·:: <leer- jad:i Hi th 
three pat·a l~el (lecocatioos, rvc ;.:J.ec~s ·H'<'! frQ!1l 
th£; '&abari Masjid', inctu..1ing a ft:;,9m~1t of th·~ 
Pcr5 t\l.r:t Ln s •:·.r1pt.101 r;.f !1.t r. B!lquJ... 

(l7) A hUJ ck s c cne cd Unq :rc•1;c:,'°'··,:;. ·.;tth rlindu 

Dot.if .11. t>isovP..re:l on 6th D<!C('ll'J::H;r 1992. 
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(20) ). long ~rieze v1th flar.al decorat.1.cn fret'Il a 
Hindu t.f:(l]ple. Tb.;: original 13tv.1Mj!l Ls 5';,1 Ll 
:;tick.in<:; •.·hii:h shows th.-;t it '"'as fi.xe<l in th" 
we.Us ot the 'rncsque' l(ith f a ce t0>;ard:; the 

( 19) A lcn<;i frie-zi; f:cr.1 a IHr.d\.l ~e.1l;ile ;;ho'1in9 

fly!ng celestJ.<1l. CO\,lples .-..'i t..'1 ga.r l<lnds. 
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(22> The~~ or; t.•::i;;> ;;cro.-icn of th'" ili),.b.ll..:;: o! 
a Hind\! t~,:·.le ,:Ji~·:ove.r;;.<l in J1;nuary 1~·:-:2 t,y 
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(23) Clo..o!)e up cf a:·outhf:r • .:..rnaL:\XJl, ,::!:'. th\· r :~:;·l\~ t<:·<r.;o:l.: 

Four.d q1 6th u.::ccirber r;92. 
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(24) rhP. imc'JC ~f fil~:.Sha-h_~.:.. fo\u1d en 6~.h 
0cceu.i::in 1992, 

'·' 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



and the disputed structure was constructed by using 

(Vaishnava) temple was destroyed by the iconoclasts 

in. the evidence to establish that the Hindu 

historical finds have come to occupy the prime place 

these controversies and the archaeological-cum-art 

a rapid progression of recent events has overtaken all 

grounds which need not be elaborated here. However, 

were disputed by the pre-Babari Masjid parties on 
.1~~\11· 

material of the demolished temple. These accounts 

the disputed structure in its .orace by using the 

destruction In the 16th Century AD and construction of 

at Sri Ram Janam Bhoomi . at Ayodhya before its 

establish the existence of a Hindu (Vaishnava) temple 

testimony were. till recently relied on heavily to 

Indian historians (both Muslim and Hindu) and other 

Brltlsh during their rule backed by the accounts of 

and documents compiled by them and also by the 

The travelogues of European visitors to Indta, history 

Archaeological and art historical evidence of the existence 
of a Hindu temple or a. Hindu religious structure prior to the 

\ construction of the disputed structure: 

PART-II (1) 

Io y' 
(E'fJ-J2-!) 
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was it then 'any Hindu religious structure'. 
'• 

other such structure was not a proper Hindu temple, 

Secondly, it states whether for some reason or the 

to the building of the 'Babari Masjid' or not; 

existed at Ram Janambhumi at any point of time ·prior 

First, it enquires whether 'a Hindu temple' at all 

/(~~\.I 

the Kar Sevaks. 

as they existed prior to the 5th December 1992 when 

the disputed structure was completely demolished by 

implies the following when seen in the qround realities 

structure) in the area on which the structure stood" 

premises of the inner and outer courtyards ot such 

the Ram Janam Bhumi Babari Masjid ((including the 

religious structure existed prior to the construction of . 

2. The question "whether a Hindu temple or anv Hindu 

submission. 

which find mention in parts III to VI of these 
I 
\ 
\ 

lest reflecting on the importance of other evidence 

archaeological and art historical finds without in the 

parleys, the first place here is being given to the 

the temple material. Therefor~, unlike in the past 
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of Emperor Babar as is absolutely clear from one of 

First, the so-called 'Babari Masjid'. was· built at Rama 

Janarnbhuml as late as A.O. 1528-29 at the command 

history of Rama Janambhumi site. 

3. To begin with, there are some fixed points in U1e. 

Some Fixed Points: 

submission. 

are capable of ·answering the query. Hence this 

the support of archaeologists and historians who alone 

Masjid. The very nature of enquiry, therefore, seeks 

structure here, built prior to the building of the 'Babari 

persons who maintain that there was in fact a Hindu 

Ramjanam Bhumi -Babari Masjid complex on those 1 

temple' or else a 'Hindu religious structures' at 

entire responslbillty of proving that there was a 'Hindu 

The present reference, therefore, there throws the 

existed). 

the 'outer courtyard' (i.e. where the 'Rama Chabootra' 

domed building of the 'babari majid' existed) or inside 

inside the 'inner courtyard' (i.e. where the actual three 

Thirdly, such a structure may have existed either 
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was called 'Site xi Rasoi' or the kitchen of Sita. 

to prepare bread, a base plate to roll the bread etc, it 

a kitchen- a U shaped fire place (Cnulr.a), rolling pin 

structure has been just a canopy over an ensemble of 

courtyard' and called 'Rama Chabootra'. The third 

H i n d u deities p I aced on it) , Io ca te d i n s id e th e 'outer· 

'inner courtyard'; second, a platform (with icons of the 

structure of the. so-called Babari Masjid, inside the 

. 
stood at Rama Janambhumi- one, the three domed 

post 1528-29 A.D. will not be considered by the Court. 

Secondly, till 5th December 1992 three structures 

A.O.; in other words, any Hindu structure belonging to 

structure' must belong to a period before 1528-29 

Thus, the cut-off date is 1528-29 A.D. it implies that 

the 'Hindu temple', or else the 'Hindu religious 

Husain in Epigraphia Ind lea 196~ pp 558-622) \ 

_ who had built it. In the inscription he called himself 

Masjid''. The inscription belonged to the very person 

the Persian inscriptions found fixed in the 'Babari · 
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enqraved on a rectangular phalaka (slab or tablet) of 

6. It is a 220-line lekha (inscription or document) 

Janambhumi. 

of a· pre-Babari Masjid Hindu temple at Rama 

which is lncontrovertlble hence it should be fully relied 

upon in estabtishlnq the rustortcal fact of the existence 

is, therefore, a contemporary documentary evidence 

Ram Janambhumi was built, Kind Govinda Chandra, it 

that very, king i~ whose reign the Hindu temple at 

documents inscribed on stone. It is the inscription of 

5. The most clinching evidence is epigraphical, i.e. 

Section-I 

Janambhumi, the following may be quoted. 

prior to the coming up of the 'Babari Masjid' at Ram 

that there was indeed a Hindu temple which, existed 

archaeological evidence which are decisive in proving 

wing of the boundary wall of the several kinds of 

_ with an entrance made in the centre of the eastern 

complex was surrounded by a thick boundary wall 

4. The Ram Janambhumi-Babari Masjid structural 
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home the single point that as early as the first half of 

we are quoting only the relevant portions to bring 

its deciphered portions are given in Appendix-I. Here 

12th Century A.D. a Hindu temple. The inscription and 

Janambhumi there did exist from at least the early 

beyond an iota of doubt that here at Rama 

- 
Sudha Malaiyya on 13th December 1992, which prove 

video film prepared by Dr. S.P. Gupta jointly with Dr. 

available estampages, photographs, colour slides and 

substantial portions have been deciphered from the 

palaeographists and epigraphists. Nevertheless, 

understandably as yet not been fully decphered by 

arrange. from the· Archaeological Survey of India has 

estampages, which the court must immediately 

7. The inscription, in the absence of proper professional 

science of old writings'. 

style. This is full established by Paleoqraphv, or 'the 

inscription is Sanskrit. The text is largely composed in 

length and 2.25 ft. in width. The language of the 

buff sandstone (.shila). It measures about 5 ft. in 
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Ayodhya and saketa were closely connected, Saketa 

was built in the temple -city (vtouoh-aravant) of 

constructed. This wonderful temple (aty-adbhutam) 

kings (purvvair-py-akritam kritam nripetibhir) was 

unparalleled by any other temple erected by earlier 

.sptre ( hi r a n ya - ka I as a - a rt- s u n d a r a rn ) golden 

of stone (sila-samheti- grahais) and beautified with a 

that a beautiful temple of Vishnu-Hari built with heaps 

the divine image: Line 15 of this inscription tells us 

the shrine to mark its completion and installation of 

period. The record was evidently put up on a wall of 

· erection of a Vaishnava shrine there durinq this 

been deciphered is more than enough to conclude the 

availability of good impressions, but what has so far 

8. The inscription has not been read fully due to the non- 

had ruled in the 7th Century A. D. 

city of the R. Ganga, from where even the kind Harsha 

Gahadval Dynasty ruling from Kannauj, an ancient 

powerful ruler of this region, kind Chandra Deva of the 

. constructed here during the reign of the .rnost 

temple, dedicated to Lord Vishnu-Harl, was 

the 12 century A.O. a magnificent and imposing Hindu 
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while certain points in connection with the 

eleventh and the beginning of the twelfth century A.O. 

king of that name who ruled towards the close of the 

Gahadavala feudatory or the well known Cnarrdetla 

has not yet been deciphered. He could have been a 

cannot be definitely identified as the whole mscrictlon 

ruling chief named Sallakshna twice. This Setlaksnana 
I'(···· 

homonymous Gahadavala kind, as well as to strong 

Govindchandra, who appears to be identical with the 

stepped wells. We come across a reference to kind 

credited with the excavation of tanks, wells as well as 

have excelled even Sahasnka and Sudraka and is 

also a ruling chief and as royal poet he was said to 

poet Ayushyachandra, son of Alhana. Perhaps he was 

the expression janrnabhuml. It was composed by the 

fear from the west (paschatva-bhiti). It also contains 

(Dasanana, i.e. Ravana) and alludes to the serious 

Beli (iin Vamana incarnation) and the ten-headed 

Sanskrit literature, and it is likely that they represent 

the twin cities o( Ayodhya and Faizabad. Towards the 

end it also refers to God Vishnu as destroying king 

two names are. used as synonymous in classical 

being the district wherein Ayodhya was located. T~1e 

\ 
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when the foreigners (the Muslims) were avalanchlnq 

frorn the .west (paschchatya) and creating fear (bhltt) 

but he had successfully thwarted it with the valour of 

his own arm (Bahudalnam). 

also dushta Dashanana (wicked Ravana). This ne did 

pride of bali-raja (the rivikram form of Vishnu} and 

who was none else but the one who had humbled the 

(gold). He dedicated the temple to Lord vlshnu-Harl 

temple with kalasha (pinnacle) made of hiranya 

weathered. He topped the Shikhara (spire) of the 

in place of an old temple which had by then become 

beautiful temple) of shila (stone). It was possibly done 

to Ayodhya, which is located in the Saket Mandala 

(District) and built a sundara rnandirarn (most 

9. In this prashasti (citation) the kind says that he came 

Babari Masjid. 

century Vaishnava .temple before the erection of the 
\ 

the disputed site there existed an eleventh-twelfth 

made available, the fact is finally estabtlshed that at 

and can only be settled when good impressions are 

interpretation of the inscription are yet to be settled 
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had humbled the pride of many, including Ravena 

century A. D., and dedicated to Lord Vishnu-Hari who 

and 1154 A.D., i.e. during the first half of the 112tt1 

temple was in fact built sometime between 1114 A.D. 

here at Rama Janarnbhurni a magnificent velshnava 

12. No, qreaterprcotis required to establish the fact that 

inaugural worship held to commemorate the event. 

the time of the consecration of U1e deity and the 

was fixed in the walls of the temple of vlshnu-Her: at 

was Lord Vishnu Hari. Evidently, the inscribed tablet 

daily offering and worship. In this case the main deity 

sanctorum) gets consecrated and is ready to receive 

Then only the deity in the .garbha-griha (sanctum 

in all respects and the Kurnbhabhisheka performed. 

shikhara or spire only when the temple is finally ready 
.. ~ 

Kalasha or pinnacle is established on H1e top of the 

built the temple but also completed it because the 

111. It is most significant to note that the king not only 

1114 A.D. and 1154 A.D. 

Gahadval dynasty of Kannouj is bracketed between 

10. The date of the reigning kind Govinda Chandra of the 
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Discoveries. Historjans forum, New Delhi, 1992). · · 

act in an on-going process. (Reference: RarY1<3 

Century Hindu temple was not a one time act but an 

December 1992. Hence, the builcJing of the. iz" 

Archaeological New Ayodhya; Janambhumi, 

art and architectural remains discovered on 6t11 

1111·• 

from the details of the inscription as well as the actual 

weathered the stones of the temple. This is borne out 

dilapidated due to the ravages of time which had 

existed a temple. at this very site whtch had become 

13. It may also be noted that even earlier to it there 

and incontrovertible. 

historians the evidence of the inscription is full, final 

temple was built in early 12 century while the 

'mosque' was built in early 16th century. For the 

years prior to the building of the. 'Babari Masjid' the 

of erecting the temple had taken place around 400 

one orthe various incarnations of Vishnu). The event 

Vishnu temple but also Rama temple, as Rama was 

pride of Ravana hence in a sense it was not only a 

(Incidently, Rama and Rama alone hac humbled the 
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iz" Century A.O., these were continuing beyond it. 

with the structures did not cease by the middle of tl1e 

14. It, therefore, follows, that the activities connected 

inscription .. 

years· later in date than the Vishnu Hari temple 

Century A. D. Thus, these inscription are around 50 

second, that paleographically the script is to be placed 

in the 12th Century A.O. may be in the mid to late 12t11 

' ..,.#,.I 

Hindu Kings (there is genealogical reference) and 

one, that the inscriptions relate to Hindu Gods and 

their reading, still two thlnqs are absolutely clear; 

no coherent account could so far be made out from 

Though the inscriptions are so very fragmentary that 

lines, while the other, the lower one, is in two .lines. 
/ I 

~ I 

inscriptions (Shila-lekha), the upper one, is in. eight 

stone pillar fond within the debris of the Babari MasjicJ 

on the 5th December 19922. One of the these .stone 

supported by two more inscriptions engraved on a 

inscription, engraved on a stone tablet, is further 

evidence, in the form of Hari-Vishnu temple 

docu rnenta ry contemporary this 13. Fortunately, 

/os)__ 
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carved monolithic pillars of black colour with bluish 

evidence is in the form of a number of beautifully 

A.O. till the afternoon of the 5th December 1992. The 

Babari Masjid which stood at the site frorn 1528-29 

internal evidence of the structure of the. so-called 

the pre 15228-29 A.D. Hindu temples which once 

stood at Rama Janembhumi. We may start with the 

l~'' ' 

16. There are several pieces of architectural members of 

HINDU TEMPLES; ART AND ARCHITECTURAL 

EVIDENCE 

THE ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS OF THE PRE-BABARI 

SECTION II 

A.D. 

art and icons of the Kushana period, 1st_3rd century 

there is some solid evidence in the form of objects of 

may be even eartier to this earlier date for which also 

earlier to it, possibly 10th and 11t11centuries1~.D.; and 

by the· kings during the iz" Century A.O. and also 

of the temples, rJghtly claimed to have been built here 

/oSJ 
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mentioned in Section 1. · 

the script of the Vishnu-Hari temple inscription 

prominently in typical Nagari script which is 

stylistically datable to 11-12t11 century A.D. some as 

dome, was found inscribed with the letter 'Si', written 

side of the. main entrance, carved under the central 

ii) One of the black stone pillars, fixed on the northern 

members in the body fabric of the 'Babri Masjid. 

Pradesh. All of· them were used as architectural •• 
hilly tracts . of Garhwal Kurnaon region of Uttar 

rock, the nearest deposits of which are located in the 

speaking, schistose of the slate variety, a sedimentary 

black stone popularly called 'Kasautl' but geologically 

Babari Masjid there were as many as 14 pillars of 

· i) Within the then disputed structure of the so-called 

period. The relevant details are as follows i- 

have formed part of a temple of the pre-Babari Masjid 

Hindu gods and- goddesses. Thus, these pillars must 

these are non-Islamic because they show images of 

hue. These were at the ends of the piers of the domes 

and also on the entrance of the rnasjid. On all counts 

/or~ 
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or the ground in the front. Each one is located at one 

four yakshas, sitting on knees and pressing the hands 

v) Each purna-ghata is shown carried on the shoulders of 

Burlington Magazine 1976, by John Irwin). 

Reassessment of the Evidence" Pt. IV Symoblism, 

motif since it relates to the Vedic concept of water 

A (Referencer "Ashokan' · Pillar cosmology. 

. or simply kalasha. It is exclusively a Hindu sacred 

water pitcher, called purna-kumbha or purna-qhata, 
I ,I 

·' 

faceted below it, is shown emerging out of a sacred 

the base, but e,ight faceted in the centre and four 

iv) Each pillar, which is nearly 11 to 12 inches square at 

some 8 to 10 km away from Ayodhya. 

still standing in the cantonment area at Faizabad, 

There are a couple of similar other black stone pillars, 

Baqi. 

\ 

· found existing is alleged to be of the Muslim saint, 

Janarnbhurnt. Tile grave near which these are still 

Musa Ashikan who is supposed to be patron of Mir 

iii) There are two similar pillars found fixed upside down 

in a grave yard· located nearly a furlong away from 
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excavated at fourteen different places in Ayodhya on 

· behalf of the Archaeological Survey of India. In 00e of 

his trenches, lard immediately on the sought of the 

Director General, Archaeological Survey of India, 

17. From 11975 throuqh 1980 professor B. B. Lal a former ·. 

!)ILLAR-BASES: The Remains in the Excavated Trenches 

PART-III 

l<entish Commaraswami). 

(Reference: Art of India and Indonesia by· Anand a 

iconography, repeatedly found in all Hindu. temples. 

and geometric motifs (diamond), typical of the Hindu 

female (deva-kanyas) floral (karnala), fauna! (harnsa) 

the pillars are further embellished with male (qanas) vi) 

Coomaraswami) 

called Yakshi. (Reference: Yaksha by ,;\nanda f<. 

Yaksha as the' guardian deity; he had a consort also, 

Iconography, each human settlement hao at least one 

sadhaparna!a, an old Sanskrit text on Hindu 

representing one cardinal direction. According to 

of the four corners of the square base of the pillar, 

I 

\ 
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pillars on the main entrance of the disputed structure 

century A. D. Incidentally, as noted earlier, one of the 

overlying the sealing floor establish beyond any doubt 

that the pillar bases were raised in the 11tri~12t11 

bases as well as the material found in the debris 

lime floors, the debris, and the floor sealing the pillar 

the layers found against the plllar bases, the _various 

observed that the foundation- trenches of the pillars, 

have come to the same conclusion. They have 

formerly Directors, Archaeological Survey · of India 

University, Dr. Y.D. Sharma and Dr. l<.M. Srivastava- 

Ancient History and Archaeology Department, Madras 

eminent archaeoloqlsts- Prof. K.V. Raman, Head of the 

this site, it may further be noted, even three other 

18. After a· close examination of the plans and sections of 

original temple stood while in situ. 

'bases' on which some of the black stone plltars of the 

excavators that these may have been those very 
\ 

blocks of stone. It was logically surmised by the 

rows. These were built of burnt bricks mixed with 

six of the several pillar bases arranged in two parallel 

boundary wall of the then disputed structure, he found 
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19. There is a door jamb or dvara-shakha of black stone 

kept in the courtyard of a comparatively new building 

called now 'janamsthan'. The door jamb may have 

been fixed at-the entrance of the qarbhaqrtha .or the 

original Hindu temple. It shows two .. 'paratlel 

mouldings, one of which is purely decorative ·as .lt 

consists of meandering creepers. The ·.second 

moulding is very significant because it is divided into 

several rectangular panels, set one above the other, 

each deplcttnq a Hindu deity. The lower most depicts· 

·SECTION IV 

DOQB_JA.MJ~~QF BJ,.,Af;_l5__SJQ_NE 

also bears an inscription in ~Jagari Characters of the 

11th _12th Century A.O. Thus, the pillar bases belonged 

to the period 11th_12th century A.D. further, the dating 

of the destruction of the temple, early 16th century, is 

based upon two unquestionable pieces of evidence ( 1) 

the material found in the deposit lying buried in a pit 

immediately below the sealing floor and in the debris 

lying immediately above the sealing floor. There are a 

number of glazed were pieces in both the deposits. 

I o['3 

\ 
\ 
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hand. It establishes the fact that he is a guardian 

dvarapala is holding a shula, or a spear, in his· left 

It may be mentioned in this context that HH~ 

salabhanjika holding 9 branch of the blossormnq tree. 

canopy. The top most shows the beautiful image of 

a gana or a young dwarfish male dancing under 21 

·The next panel shows the mother godess standing in 

the frontal pose under a canopy. The 4tt1 panel depicts 

also shows a female deity standing in tribhanqa pose. 

Her posture is . a Is o in tri b hang a . The pane I above this 

shows a female deity standing in an arched gateway. 

of mouldings on the top. The panel above the dvarpala 

purna-ghatas and beautifully decorated with a number 

I 

ornamental arch rests on two pillars, emerging out of 

oversailinig courses, ·named 'corbelled arch'. This 

three semi circular moulding based on the principle of 

the deity is necessarily to be Vaishnavite in .orlqm. The 

entrance of the canopy is like a trefoilecf arch with 

both of them occur together on the body of. a deitv, 
\ 

vanamala in the neck. In Hindu lconoqraphy, when 

is wearing a karanda rnukuta on the head and a 

tribhenga pose under an arched canopy. The dvarpale 

the image of Dvarapala, or door-keeper, standing in 
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.· ! 

probability by Babur's men. The parts of this temple· 

according to the tradition recorded in various Indian 

and foreign accounts, in the early 16t~i century, in all 

the reign of King Govinda Chandra was destroyed, 

century Hari Vishnu temple constructed here during 

20. We are now on almost sure grounds that the 12th 

A.D. HINDU TEMPLE-JUNE 1992 

MORE ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES OF ART Al\JD 

ARCHITECTURAL OBJECTS FROM A 12n1 CENTURY 

SECTION-V 

Rama, both are essentlallv one and the same. 

Vishnu or an incarnation of Vishnu, most probabiv 

the dvara shakha originally belonged was dedicated to 

therefore, absolutely clear that the temple to which 

customary with all the deities during this period. It is, 

the deity is standing on a full blown lotqs,. as was 

sermon to the visitors. rt should be borne in mind that 

a pose which is adopted by a deity when he delivers a 

on the other hand, is held in vvakhvana .rnudra i.e, in 

deity, holding. a weapon to protect the main deity of 

the garbha-graha from all evil-doers. The right hand, 

/060 

I 
. ._"/ 
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22. A careful study by a group of eight eminent 

archaeologists. and historians found that all these 

21. On the 1gtri June 1992, when the ground near the 

Rarnajanarnbhurni was being leveled, a most startllnq 

~· archaeological discovery was made at Ayodhya. At a 

depth of about 12 feet from the ground level near the 

Rarnajanam ,, . Bhurni temple, towards the south and 

beyond the fe~cing, a big hoard of beautifully carved 

buff sandstone pieces was located in a large pit cJLJQ 

down below the old top level. The location of the pit is 

shown in Appendix II &. III. 

which could be gainfully re-used in the structure of the 

'Babur Mosque' were in fact re-used, such as the black 

stone pillars in the piers, some carved blocks of stone 

in the walls and at least one long piece of stone with 

lotus carvings in the vitana, i.e., as a lintel. However, 

the parts which could not be used, because of their 

unmanageable shapes, such as the crescent shaped 

amalakas with corrugated periphery, or otherwise, 

were cast away and dumped in a pit nearby; .These 

details of the discovery and some off the 'antlquartan 

remain may be· recounted as under. 

\ 

/06/ 
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i.e. the period after 900 A.O. and before 1200 A.D. 

India during the later part of the early medieval period 

temple architecture which was current in northern 

belong, is of the developed Nagara style of ancient 

view that the temple, to which these fraqrnents 

on the 22nd and 3rct July 1992, are unanimously of the 

of the· academic organization. 'The historians Form', 

24. · The temple the experts, who visited the site on behalf 

University and Dr. (Mrs.) Sudha Malaiya of Bhopal. 

Agrawal and Dr. Sardlndu Mukherji of the Delhi 

Council of Historical Research, Shri Devendra Swarup 

University, Prof. B.R. Grover, former Director, Indian 

History and. Archaeology Department, Garhwal 

Avadh University and former head of the Ancient 

Allahabad t-tusem, Prof. K.P. Nautiyal, Vice-Chancellor, 

Survey of India, Dr. S. P.. Gupta, former Director, 

I<. M. Srivastava, former Director, Archaeolcq lea I 

Director General, Archaeological Survey of India, Dr. · 

23. The group comprised Dr. Y.D. Sharma, former Deputy 

complex of the 12t11 century A.O. 

objects are architectural members of a Hindu temple 

)o/;'2- 
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the Shikharas. It is beautifully decorated with sere: 15. 

the curvilinear part of the jala mouldings present on 

26. The Shikhara Jala: The second most significant find is 

shikharas of karmas, i.e. fring spires. 

used on the top of the subsldlarv shikhras, called 

.+11/'' 

amalakas, in the present hoard of objects, evidently 

temple structure. There are two examples of half 

temples can cast any doubt about its position in the 

the world who knows even a little about the 'Hindu 

head like mouldings along the periphery. It is· so very 

typical of the temples of northern India that no one in 

Emalaka, which is shaped like a cogged wheel, wiU1 

with a very distinctive circular piece Of stone, called 

frorn the main shikhara. The shikharas are crowned 

rising one above the other and projecting partially 

a mountain with several tiers of subsidiary shikharas, 

25. The Shikhara Amaleka: The developed Shikhera is like 

\ 
\ 

sanctorum, which houses the main deity. 

tapering spire over the garbha-griha or sanctum 

distinctly imposing shtkhara, which is . a tall and 

The temples of this style are charactertzec by a 

/o 6'J 
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a corner stone. of the cornice. 

water to run off quickly and protect the structure. It is 

serve not only as a sun -shade but also allow the rain 

carved and shaped like rectangular Mangalore tiles to 

the high plinth meets the base of the shlkhara. It is 

Hindi chhajja, sun shade, where the straight wall over 

Nagara style of temples- it is called Chhadya, and in 

belongs to the most characteristic members of the 

28. The cornice: The fourth example of stone sculptures 

strips carved in low relief around the capltal.. 

highly 'stylized lotus petals arranged as narrow parellel 

{ 

of a pillar with beautiful mouldiings in the form of 

piece of stone in this collection is a rectangular capital 

27. The Capital: The third most nor worthy sculptured 

'stencil' technique. · 

formed with surface absolutely plain. It is called 

around the floral elements so that the art motifs are 

carvinig involves the method of scooping out the areas 

of the period after 900 A.D. since the technique of its 

It also belongs exclusively to the north Indian .. temples 

/o64 
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wine cup in his hand. Still below him is the image· of ~ 

Krishna, with a: canopy of serpent hoods and havin£j a 

him is the image of Belarama, the elder brother of 

legged and holding a battle axe in the left hand. Below 

32. Another image. is that of Parshurarna, sitting cross 

· characteristic wheel or chakra of Vishnu. 

l1olding vertically in the palm of the right hand the 

standing gracefully at an angle (tribhanqa) and 

viz. a Chakrapurusha, i.e. a youthful male figure 

significant sculptures of a number of valshnavlte gocls, 

fragment of a stele embetllsned with the most 

31. Images of Vishnu's Incarnations: There is also a 

in 'Stencil' style. 

is decorated with a meandering floral design, carved 

dvarra shakha of the main entrance of the temple. It 

30. Door jamb: There is one example of a door jamb or· 

high plinth of the temple. 

moulding which decorates one .of the top lines of the 

29. Floral frieze: 'There is one frieze of continuous leaf 
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Grover camped at Ayodhya, durlnq the perlod when 

35. From 4th of July through 18th July 1992, Prof. s.n. 

belong to various Hindu gods and goddesses. 

belonging to the earlier periods, such as the Kushana 

(1st_3rd century) have also been found. These irnaqes 

34. Terracotta Figurines: Art objects of burnt clay 
tW'' 

to the 11th century. 

an embracing position. Stylistically, it is also datable 

Shiva's neck is found resting on his rigl1t shoulder in 

Parvati's face is not extant, her hand from behind 

trishula, trident, is fully intact. Similarly, although 

Though Shiva's head is now lost, his hand holding a 

site of the above hoard of art and architectural pieces. 

called Nala, located some 200 metres away from the 

Uma-Maheshvara. It was found from a shallow mound 

33. Shiva Parvati: Besides the above, there are several 
\ 

other images. One is of Shiva Parvati, also called 

luck. 

mother goddess (rnatrl devi), the bestower of c~ll good 
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scraped the section facing east and also dug at least 

36. Huge Brick Walls: on the 22nd and 23rd of July Qr. K.M. 

Srivastava and Dr. S.P. Gupta went to Ayodhya · and 

discoveries. 

eminent field archaeologists to examine the reported 

··which prompted the Historians Forum to send two 

many as three reports of his findings to the press 

Divar. During that period Prof. Grover had released as 

now largely encircled by the newly constructed Rarna 

burnt bricks spreads over thousands of square metres, 

cutting the Rama Kot mound. Tt1e floor covered with 

area, across the modern road, built by the Brttish after 

and also brick walls at the so-called 'janarnsthan 

some brick walls as well. He noticed similar flooring 

photographed in situ for permanent record. He located 

places were then systematically exposed and 

which were carefully paved with burnt bricks. These 
\ 

Bhurnl, large floor areas, in the pre-Islamic levels, 

across towards the east and south of the Rarnjanarn 

leveled up. It is during this operation that he came 

the ground acquired by the UP Government was being 
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brick bases which was destroyed in the early 16th 

built on pillars standing on a series of parallel burnt: 

there was an impressive structure of 11 tt1-12tri century 

repeatedly saying that here at the Rarnjanarnbhurni 

material which conclusively prove that Prof. B.B. Lal, 

the previous 'excavator of . this site. has been 

38. There is, therefore, enough new archaeological 

brick wall. 

siqnlficant break in between but over the level of the 

Chunam and Kankar, laid one above the other with c.1 

here. Further, 'there are two hard rammed floors of 

since brick debris and large pits have beer! located 

massive destruction of the huge wall mentloned above 

37. Mass Destruction: There are clear cut marks of 

floors. 

pre-Islamic levels, there are the remains oJ brick laicj 

it. Below this, after a little break, the remains of 

another brick wall have been found. At two :different 

a dozen course, running along the section and beyond 

They discovered a huge burnt brick wall of more than 

two feet still deepet in a small area along this section. 

/ol/b 
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aforesaid works of art and architecture belonqed. I't 

Govinda Chandra when the very temple to which the 
. ' 

line original stone inscription of the reign of King 

a still more exciting discovery at Janambhumi the 20 

century Hindu temple at Rama Janambhumi, Ayodhya, 

so also the 5th December 1992 will be remembered for . 

forty sculptural and architectural pieces of 11th_ 12th 

of Indian archaeology for the startling discovery of 

39. As the is" June 11992 is remembered in the nlstorv 

possibly Vaishnavite. 

adjoining area, belong to a 12th. century Hindu temple, 

so-called 'Babari Masjid' structure and also the 

with carvings of gods and goddesses existinq in the ....,,1 

• I 

the 15th black stone pillars and one piece of door jamb 

views expressed earlier in 1990 by Dr. S. P. Gupta that 

·These new archaeotcqical findings also confirm the 

mosque. 

the· same temple pillars which are fixed in the 

Century, in all likelihood the bases carried on them 
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Agrawala, former Director, Department of Archaeology 

sections, and. also locate any new evidence. if they 

could during their exploration-trips, Sflri 'R.C. 

person the sculptures as well as the site plans and 

13th October 1992 to examine for themselves in 

Thev assembled at Ayodhya for a seminar nelo on 10- 

and archaeologists drawn from. all over the country. 

discovered by a team of around 45 eminent historians 

40. Significantly, more archaeological vestiges were 

dilapidated. 

place where an older temple had by then : become 

west, was the ruler when the temple was built at the 

repeated attack of the Muslim invaders from the north 

Jetavana in northern Avadh and Varanasi: against 

Uttar Pradesh· and Bihar and successfully defended 

who ruled from 1114 to 1154 A.D. over greater part of 

most illustrious personage of the Gahadval Dynasty, 

incontrovertible. Kind Govinda Chandra, the fifth and 

so-called Babari Masjid. The evidence is final and 

existed at Janambhumi prior to the coming up Of the 

thus sets at rest all controversies surrounding the off­ 

repeated question whether a Hindu temple had in fact 
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the Kar Sevaks from the debris of Rama Janarnbhumi- 

them belonging to ancient temples, were collected bv 

41. It is gathered, that more than 250 objects many of 

KUNJ, AYODHYA 

CONDITIONS IN CLOSED ROOMS AT RAMA KATHA 

1992 NOW LOCKED UP UNDER MOST UNHEALTHY 

SECTION VI 

. SOME ANTIQUITIES DISCOVERED ON 5rH DECEMBER 

southern dome on the eastern ~all of the structure. 

motifs engraved in stencil style and fixed below the 

discovered a large piece of stone decorated with floral 

: 

Archaeology in the Institute· of Oceanography, Goa 

Masjid' was built, Dr. S.R. Rao, Advisor on Marine 

over which the eastern boundary wall of the 'Babari 

Madras University discovered the plinth of the temple 

ancient History and Archaeology Department of 

disputed structure. Prof. K.V. Raman, head of the 
\ 

the left hand outer wall of the main entrance of the 

of 11-12t11 century A.D. on a black stone pillar fixed in 

discovered the letter 'Shri' written in the Nagari script 

and Museums, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur 
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control of the Department of Culture, Government of 

Museum, Ayodhya, functioning under the, direct 

in June 1992 and presented at the Ram Katha 

along with forty and odd number of objects collected 

that these objects are shifted, housed and displayed 

damaged sooner than we can imagine. It is proposed 

invaluable objects of our national heritage may get 

Preservation and Conservation of the Exhibits. these 

museum, where constant vigil is generally kept on the 

properly ventilated and lighted galleries of a public 

that unless these are immediately shifted: to the 

in terms of their physical. condition- we apprehend 

December 1992, where they are still lying threatened 

'store rooms', sometime in the third or fourth week of 

were locked by the UP Govt. in a couple of these 

and ventilation. These objects of stone and metal 

rooms, practlcally closed quarters with very poor light 

own use. Some of these rooms were just the store 

half -a- dozen rooms constructed by the VHP for thetr 

Kunj has a small semi-permanent building with about 

hardly 200 mts ·from the complex. The Rama katna 

bodily ·shifted to a place. called Rama Katha Kunj, 

Babari Masjid complex on the 6u1 December 1992 and 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



covering the head, wide open eyes and two protrudinc 

teeth, datable to the early 12th century A.D. 

A head of Shiva Bhairava with tall jata-juta hair do, ,_-) ~) 

t·1ighly w·eathered, engraved on a dvara-shakha or . 

door-jamb, datable to 10th century A.O. 

· 4) A standing image of Vishnu wearing a long vanarnala 

on a stone pillar in Nagari script. It is datable to rnicl 

12th century A:D. 

3) A two line fragmentary Sanskrit inscription engraved 

late 12t11 century A.O. 

- 
script of 11th_12th century A.D. it is datable to mid to 

! 

composed in Sanskrit language and written in Nagari 

2) An eight line fragmentary inscription on a stone pillar, 

line text composed in Sanskritlanguage and ·written in 

Nagari script of 11th_ 12th century style. It '·is securely 

dated in the first half of the 12th century A.D. 

1) A stone tablet Vishnu Hari Temple Inscription of 20 

though in a sense very vital for the nation. 

Uttar Pradesh. But this is besides· the point, even 

/o1"J 
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12th century. 

figures, arranged in concentric rectangles. Qatable to 

showlnq meandering creepers with two · human 

11) A large 'fragment of the ceiling, bluish dark stone.. 

iw··· 

Datable to 12th century. 

showing floral designs. Cut in stencil technique. 

10) A top stone of the jala decoration of the shikhera 

century with Vishnu Image. 

vertical friezes showing floral motifs. Datable to 12th 

9) Another dvara-shakha (door-jamb) with four paratlel 

12th century. 

8) A fragmentary frieze of vidyadharas. Datable to early 

7) A long frieze of garland bearer couples (vidvadharas). 

Datable to early 12th century. 

supported by a yaksha. Datable· to early 12tri century. 

from the back, under a narrative panel raised and 

tribhanqa pose, possibly Ganesha with a rishi (?) seen 

6) A severely damaged image of a Standing deity in 

\ 
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century. 

of the central domed chamber.' Datable to early is" 

which was once fixed on the top of the main entre nee 

15) There is· a large fragment of the Persian inscription 

i i"- 12th century. 

- 
shikharas or corner spires of the temple. Datable to 

14) Three .Smalakas, each of these hacJ topped the karma 

curved brackets. Datable to 12th century. 

13) Some half-a-dozen pillars of buff sandstone with 

century. 

fixed in the walls of the 'mosque' with sculptured face 

turned inside the core of tile wall. Datab:e to 12u1 

with chunam. It is a most telling and convlnclnq 
' .. ,) 

evidence of the tact that the stones like\ this were 

\ 

The' deeply cut crevices are found indifferently filled 

of Closely placed beads, the bottom has runninq us. 

· interconnected roundels, with upper and lower borders 

12) A section of frieze showing flowers and 'leaves in 
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suffered violent destruction- we have to look ·on(y to. 

the Shiva panel of the ga.rland-bearing vidvadhara 

antiquities also prove that the 1zth century· temple 

century. The broken condition of . most . of the 

came to the scene at least 400 years later, in this 16th 

discoveries also show that the so-called Babari Masjid 

A. D., 1 O O ye a rs p I us or minus at each c~ n d . Tl1 es e 

temples in this complex which are broadly datable to 

the period bracketed between io" and iz" centuries 

to show that there was at least one or two Hindu 

don't have it. But this sampling is more than enouqh 

Janambhumi-Babari Masjid complex. In fact, we just 

the 6th December from the debris of. the Rama 

42. It is not the exhaustive list of the antiquities found on 

. 18) A chhadya stone. Datable to 11th_12th century. 

entrance of the 'mosque'. It bears lotus motifs of 

Hindu sacred symbols. Datable to 11tti -12tr1,Century . 

17) A vitana stone or linte), once found fixed on the main 

century. 

16) Central piece of the ceiling of the dome decorated with · 

fully opened flower and iron chain. Datable to 16n1 

I O)-b 
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at least the 12tt1 century A.D., i.e. around 400 years 

Rama Janambhumi a magnificent Hindu temple since 

pieces of evidence to prove that yes, there did exist at 

Babari Masjid .. Archaeology has to offer at least 43 

Masjid Complex' prior to the building of the so-called 

existed at the place called 'Ram Janembhuml-Babarl 

1:1 

process aimed at solving the question whether a 
11\1·)"', 

also play a very important role in decision making 

43. Like various other sources of history, archaeology may 

Hindu temple,. or else, a Hindu religious structure, 

SUMMARY_QF RESU~LTS 

4.L. PLACES~QF _ARC_l:!,6EOLOGICA1~_E'{JDE_NC£~JJ~_ 

FAVOUR Of lj_lNQU Tf;_MPLE .EXISTI~LA1-B6M.6 

JANAMBHL)MI PR).OR TO TljE CONSTRUCTION ~ABAB-1 

M,,~SJID 

were the iconoclasts? 

really be interested in doing it? In other words who 

willfully mutilated the human figures? Who could 

the vandalism took place? Who were the people w1·10 

simply. vandalized. If so the. question arises as to when 

smalakha, etc to convince ourselves that these were 

or the head of Bhairava or the ceiling stone or some of 

frieze or the images of the yakshas and Devakany9s 
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metres from Janambhumi. Two more stmllar plllars 

field near a grave yard located some 250 or more 

absolutely non-Islamic. There are two more similar 

black stone plllars, fixed upside down in a cultivated 

sacred fauna!,. floral and geometric motifs which are 
' . 

images of Hindu gods and goddesses besides various 

structure of the so-called 'Babari Masjid', each bearing 

· 4) There were 14 black stone pillars fixed in the body 

3) Letter 'Si', of the Nagari script of 11th_12th century 

engraved on a black stone pillar. 

2) Two fraqmentarv inscriptions on a pillar- Sanskrit 

language and also 11th_ 12th century A.D. script. 

(1114-1154 A.D.) of the Gahadval dynasty. 

at Ayodhya du.ring the reign of Govind Chandra Deva 
' ' 

It clearly mentions the construction of a Hindu temple 

1) The Vishnu-Harl Temple stone inscription composed in 

Sanskrit and written in 11-12th century Nagari script. 

prior to the construction of the so-called Babarl Masjid 

in the 16th century A.D. 
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Vishnu on the Chakrapurusha stela. 

:l2) The occurrence of Chakrapurusha on emblem of 

Chal<rapurusha stela. 

11) The presence of Matridevi image on the 

10) The presence of Shhalabhanjikas on the door jamb 

9) T~1e presence of a Dvarpala on the door jamb 

8) The presence of Ganas on the door jamb. 

7) · The presence of Devakanyas on the pillars. 

and engraved in stencil style, and also mouldlnqs. 

6) There were two blocks of stone found fixed in· the wall 

of the disputed structure which show floral motifs cut 

Lotus flower. 

so-called 'Babari Masjid' which bears the most sacred 

Hindu motif-various representations and forms of the 

5) There was a lintel stone at the main entrance of the 
\ 

Faizabad. 

have been reported from Cantonment area at 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



24) The vanamala on the body of the dvarpala. 

25) The Yajnopavita on the body of Chakrapursha 

23) The karanda mukuta on the head of the dvarpala. 

22) The Malas of flowers and gems on the pillars. 

temple .. 

jamb and on lata moulding of the shlkhara of the 

. 21) The Kalpadruma or meandering creeper on the door 

stone and the chhadva stones. 

20) The l<amala flower on the pillars as well the lintel 

19) The purna qhata on the pillars. 

sacred water pitcher, on pillars. 

18) The Gahata pallava or sacred foliage overflowing the 

17} The image of Nandi in terracotta, 

terracotta. 

16) The image of Yaksha on the black stone .pillars arid 

15) The ·image of Uma-Maheshvara. 
\ 
\ 

stela. 

1.4) The occurrence of Balaram on the Chakrapurusha 

stela. 

13) The occurrence of Parashurama on the Chakrapu-usha 

(o So 
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42) The Bhitti mouldings of a Hindu temple. 

41) The buff sandstone Stambhas of a Hindu temple. 

40) The running frieze with flowers arranged in roundles. 

39) The ceiling stone decorated with meandering creepers. 

mouldings. 

38) The Dvara shakha with three decorated parallel 

37) The Lata stones. 

36) The Chhadya stones. 

35) The Jale stones. 

34) The Karna Emalakas 

Tli.LAB C HITE CTU Rf\b__E_Rt\ GM ENTS 0 F. VAIS H tJ_A }L.8 

TEMPLE OF 11 TH CENTURY f:J}\GA_R6-""'STXLE. 

33) Standing Ganesha with attendants. 

32) The papal leaf in a temple frieze. 

31) The vidyadharas of flying gandl1arva couples 'in frieze. 

disputed structure. 

26) The chakra · of Vishnu in the hands· of the 

Chakrapursha. 

27) The Parashurama lrnaqe: 

28) TheVishnu image on a door jamb. 

29) The image of Siva Bhairava. 

30) The Mansa on lotus depicted on a pillar fixed in the 

Io~ J 
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//TRUE COPY// 

43) The Adhisthana stone of a Hindu temple on which ran 

below the eastern boundary wall of the so-called 

'Babari Masjid'. 

The Vishnu-Hari temple transcription, Rama 

Janambhumi . Ayodhya, discovered on 6.12.93, 

Sanskrit Langu.age and Nagari since results of the first 

attempt to decipher it period early 12th century A.D. 

rating King: Govinda Chandra. 

\ 
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