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Indlan hmmans (both wusum ‘and Hindu)
tesumnny were Hll recently wl\ed on h»avily to

and otr\e :

3y

dmoushed temole. These a.,counts were disputed by the'
c--Babrl Has)xd partles on grounds ch nend . not

ela:mrated here. f!Or.ever, a racid prog csa&on of!

Q
Gl

“ the ..irmu“ (‘-'ai hnaJa, tmple wi's dest*oyed by th

ang Lhe ‘dispute s'*ucture vas cuns ructed by usi o

vtemple feterial. thcrefo*e, vnure inithe’ ;’fvast’:m

the first nlace here -is-ue&ng aiven-to the archaeol

g

ang art historical finds vithout in t‘n lesst refle
on the importance a{ other c-/ir.mce \n ch

in parts 71 to v] of trese sunntssions.
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PART-I1 (2}

" nEeL ;
: A
2. The question “whether a Hindy temple or any Hindu re‘ligi‘ous:

structure existed prior to the constructitn. of ‘the -Ram Janmd

tasjid (including the premises of the {nner and-outer courtyé;gj

v

0f such structure) 1n the ares on which the structure stood". o

{mpites the foliowinng when seen in the ground-realities 25 the’y“
existed prior to the 6th Decembder 1992 when the disputed
strycture was completely derolished by the Yar Sevaks,

First, it enqulre; whether 'a Hindu temple' at all
existed at Rem Janmabhumi at any point of time prior to the
building of the 'Bahbri Masjid' or not;

Secondly, it stetes whethec for scme reason or the other
suck structure wes not a proper Hindu Lemble, waé {t then 'any
Hindu religious structure';

Thirdly, such & structure may have existed either inside

the 'inner courtyard’ ( {.e., ahere the actuzl three-domed building

cf the 'Babri Masjid' existed) or inside the 'outer couriysrd’
tiie., where the 'mxw: Chzbootra' existed).

The. present roference, therefore, throws the entice

g ) 5 . oYe ¥
regvingibility ©f rroving thet there wis oa 'Hindy templ g
sliuioue strerturest et

troae versons whe meintein that there wasin facet

¢ “ere, huilt prier we the huilding of the'Babri

‘

waesidt o The very neture of  eaquirty, therefore, sechs Lhe

&né ristoriang wro elene ere canable of

answering the muery. Heance wris subwission,’

.

3, Te bealn with, there are stme fixed points in the history
of Rama Jonmebtumi site,

Cont'd.,
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gn oot
)finquhose reiqn the Hindu t‘.

Ir. ls. therefo:e. a contemporazy documer nj
S

11

i

H

Xing | Govinda Chandra.
evidence vh‘lch 1s xncont:overuble hence it should be t\:ny

rel ied
of a pre !_iabart Hasj id

Hind\_a temple at ‘Rama szmabhumi.

6o . It s a 20-line lexha (inscription or document) -engraved
v on a rectanqular phalaka (slab or tablet) of buff sandstone i :
sni13). "It measures about 5 ft. in length and 2.25 ft. in i
wtdth. The lanquage of .the 1nscripcion is Sanskrit. The text is

1arge1y composed {n’ beauc iful verses, only .some portions are

in prose.‘ The script Ls Nagari writteﬁ in the . 11th= 12th

century ‘A, D. scyle. This i.s tully established by palaeograph)

or the science af old writings‘
- The inscriptlon. 1n :he ‘absehee of prover pmfesdonal '

e e

7_._
estamoeqes., uhich the gourc must meédietely arrenqe

3

' : . from )\%chaeolcgica! Survey of India,has

und":standably as yet not‘(fully deciphered by o»laeograpmsts

and eplqraohists. Nevutcheless, subst:antial portt(ms have Baen

- dec:pheced i from the avaﬂ,able estampages, p“\otographs,

colour s!ldes and a video~ film prepared by Dr. S.P. G\_xpta

jointly with Dr. Sudha Malaiyya on 13th Dece. 1992, -which

Cont'd.,
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. prove beyond an {ota of doubt that here at Rama Janmabhum{

che}e did exist from st least the early 12th century A.D. a Hgnéu 8
ceéﬁle. The {nscription and {ts deciphered portions are given ln'j
Appendix-1, v Here we are quoting only the relevant portions to
o bring home the stngle point that as early as the first half of 1
A the 12th century A.D. 2 maénlf&cfent and imposing Hindu templg,
dedicated tb Lord Vishnu~Hari, was constructed here during the
reign of the most powerful ruler of this region.vxiﬁg Chand:A DeQa '
of the Gahadvgl Dyrnasty ruling from Xannauj, an ancient city of »

the R. Ganga, from where even the Xing Harsha had 1uled in the

7th century A,D.

é, The inscription has not been read fully due to the
non-availability of good impressions, but what has so fér

been deciphered is more than enough to conclude the

erection of a Vaishnava shrine there during this pecgiod,

The recodrd was evidently put up on a wall of the shrineé to o
mark its completion‘aﬁd instellation of the divine {mage,

Line 15 of ‘this inscription tells us that a beautiful temple

of VLQSpu—Hari bullt with heaps of stone (4113-sathati-

grahais) and beautified with a golden spife‘(g_ggnxizgglﬁgé:

.
‘sri-sundaram)unperallelled by any cther temple erccoted by
e L R . °

earlier Xingz (purvvairsspy-akritam hritem neipatibhin

was constructed, This wenderful temole {(gty-adbhutam)
was built in the tewmple~city (vibudh-alayani) of hyodhya
i and Saketa were closely connacted, ?sketa being the district
@&éf} wherein Ayodhya was located, The two names are used as
synonymous in classicsl Sanskrit lirverature, and it s
likely that they represent the twin cities of Ayodhya and
Faizab%d. Towards the end it alse refers te god Vishnu

as destroying Xing Balt (in Vimzne incarnation) and the ten-

e

Cont'd.,
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f‘ r from t’he uest (p_@ chuaohhiti). It also centains the
preasion Mma-bhmi. It. was con\poaed by the poet
ushyachahdra, son of Alhana, Perhaps he was alsc a

"" rulinq ohiof and as royal pcet h:Zsatd to have excelled even

‘ahasanka end oudraka and is credited with the excavation of

vtz_s‘nks-, ‘wells as well as stepped wells, We come across a
‘teference to king Govindachandra, who aprears te be ideattical

with the hon_\onymo-.is Gahadavala king, as well as to strong

uling chief named Sallakshana twice, This Szllakshena

L -cannot be définitely identified as the whole imscription
@@ . i h'a's;not yet been deciphered. He ¢ould heve beeén &
bzhadavzx'ia feudatory or the well-known Chandella king of that
‘,‘name who ruled towards the close of the eleveruth and the
heginning of the twelfth century AD, 'mtle certain po‘nt<
,‘Ln‘vconnectilon with the interpretation of the inscription
are yet to be settled,fmd can only be settled ‘when good
‘impressions are made available, the fact is finally
established that at the disputed site thece existed an
eleventh-twel fth century Vaishnava cemple befare the

“erection of the ‘Babari mosquel

“

9. In this prashasti (citatfon) the king says that he came €0

’ Aycdhya, which is.located {n the Saket Mandala (District), and
1 ' butlt a sundara mandiram (most beautiful temple) of shild (stone)
@@ . 1t was possibly done {n place of an old temple which had by then
* become weathered. He topped thé shikhara (spire) of the-temple
l » with kalasha (pinnacle) made of hy renva (gold), Me dedicated the

temple to Lord Vishnu-Hari who was none else but the ore who had

Contid,,




‘forefcners. {the Muslims)iuere avalaching from the west (pSschehitya).

- and creeting fear (bhi:ti)’_‘but he had successfully thwarted (t with

.10, The d'aég‘"of the reigning king Govinde Chandre of the

i

Nlirbled the.pride of Bali~rdja (the trivixcom form of Vishnu) and

'al'szo.;‘g\._zjjiy_g_,bashar{ané (wicred Revane) . This he did when the

e g g = 2

i S L oo
‘the valour of his.own arm (83hudalanam). :

Garadval “dynasty of Yannauv) is bracketed between 1114 A.D, and

1154 “A.D,
11, It s most.significant to note thet the king not.only ,

built the temple but also completed it because the kalasha

or pinnacie i's established on the top of the shikhara or

spire only wﬁen the temple {s finally ready in al) respects ang '
the *i’i‘ffffii’lfﬁ performed. Then only the defty in the gzrhha-
griha (sanctum sanctorum) gets consecrated and is ready to
receive daily offering and worship. In this case the main detty
was Lord Vishnu-Hari. Evidently, the inscribed tablet was fixed
in the walls of the temple of Vishnu-Har! &t the time of the
consecraticn of the deity and the inauqural worship held to
commemorate the event,

124 Mo + greater proof is required to establish the fact that
here at Rame Janmabhumi a magn?figienc Valshnave temple was in
fact built sometfne between 1Hl4 AD. and 1154 A D., Lse. during
the first half of the 17th century AD,, &nd dedicated to Lord
Vishrnu-=Har{ «he had hurbled the pride of wany, including Rivana.
(incidwntly, Rama and Rama alone<had humbled the pride of P.fsva(u;,,- »
hence in a sense it was not only a Vishpu temple but also Rema
temple, as Rama was one of the various Incarriations of ‘/15hau.).
The event of erecting the temple had tekren plzce around 400 years :
prior to.the building of the ‘Bararl Masjid't the temple vase

buivl’. in warly 12th century while the 'mesque’ was built in early
Teth century. For the historians the evidence of the inscrintion
t¢ full, final and incontrovertible.

13, It mey also be noted ,,:}v;u cven earlter to {t there exisved -
a temple 2t Khis very site which had become d{)apidereyd due to the

Conttd,,



[
b
-

+ PART=II {8) -

revages of ‘time which had weathered the stones of the te&ple.

'Thi; is borne out.from the details of the inscription as' well asg

the dctusl art’ and architectural remains discovared on 6th Dee) 1943
‘Hence, the building of the 12th century Hindu temple was not a

one~time act but an act in an on-going process. (Referencet

Rama: Janmabhumi, Ayodhya: New Archaeologicsl Discoveries, .. ,
- ‘ Histor{ans' Forum, New Delhl, 1992) ;

13, Fortunately, this contemporary documentary evidence, in the
form of Hari-Vishnu témple inscription, engraved on a stone Lablec,f
{s further supported by two more inscripticns engraved on a stone :
pillar found within the debris of the Babarl{ Masjidvon the 6th

Dec. 1992, One of these stone inscriptions (shild-}ekha), the
_upper one, {s in eight lines, while the other, the lower one, is

in two lines., Though the inscripticns are so very fragmentary

that no coherent account could so far be made ouwt from their
reading, A .. 8241l two things ere ebsolutély clear: one,
that the inscriptions relste to Hindu gods and Hindu kings

(there 15 a geneologicsl reference) and second, thet palecographi-
cally the script is to be placed in the 12th century &.0., may be

in the mid to late 12tk century ».D0, Thus, these {nscripticng are
around s years leter {n date than the Vishnu-Har{ tample
inscription,

14, Iv, therefore, fcllaws, thet the activitizy connocted with

the structures did not crzse by the middle of the 12th century

AD,, Lhese were continuing beyond it

15, This otherwise most clinching evidence of epigrashics
tecords {5 also fully supimrted by the actual remains of the

terples, cightly claimed to hive been built here by the “ings

Ceonttd,,
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PART-IT (9}

during the 12th ceatury A.D. and also earlter to (t,
possibly 10th and 1lth centuries A.é.x and may be even eerlier

to t'hufutliet’date for which also there is some solid

cevidence in the form of onjects of art and fcons of the KushS::xa

. ‘Period, 1st-3rd century A.D,

secTION 1

THE. ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS OF THE PRE-BABARI
HINDU TEMPLES : ART AND ARCHITECTURAL EVIDENCE

{5, There are several pleces df architectyral members of the
pre-1528-29 AU, Hindu temples which once stood at Rama
Janmabhumi. We may start with the internal evidence of the
structure of the sc-called Babari ‘Masjid which stocd at the site
from 1528-29 A.D, t{l]l the'afternoon of the &th Dec, 19°2,
The evidence is in the form of a nurber of beautifully carved
monolithic plllers of black, colour with Bluish hue, These were
at the ends of the plers of the domes and also on the entrance
of the ‘masjid2 On all counts, these are non-Islamic because
they show images of Hindu gods and goddesses, Thus, these } !
p‘illers myst have formed part of a temple of the pre-Babari Masjl}:
peciod. The relevant detalls are as follows. !
(4) Within the then disputed structure of the so-called
Sebari Masjid there were as mapy as 14 pillars of black stone
populzrly called 'kasautt' but geclogically speaking, schistose
of the slate variety, a sedimeatary rock, the nearest Z:7osits of
which 2re located in the hilly tracts of Garhwal-Kumaon
reafen of Uttar Pradesh. All of ther were used as architecrural

members {n the body fabric of the 'Babari Mosque',

Cont'd,.
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PART-IL (10)

(u) _One of the black stone pillars, fixed on the northern

.side of the main entrance, carved under the centrzl dome, was

found inscribed with the len.'er"g_i_‘, written prominently f{n
typical Nagari script which is stylisticslly datable to 1l-12th .

century A.D.y sdme as the script of the Vishnu-Hari{ temple

inscription mentioned in Section I. .

(s41) ~ Trere are two similar pillars fo

nd fixed upslde do-n
in 8 grave-yard located near.ly a furlong away from Janmabhumti,
The grave near which these er‘e still found extsting ts alleged
to be of the Muslim saint, Musa Ashikan who Is supposed to be
patron of Mir Bagi.

There are a ccuple of simflar other black stone prllars,
still standing in the cantonment ares at Falzabad, some 8 to
10 xm. away from Ayodhya,

(1v) Each pillar, which i{s nearly 11 to 12 inches square
at the base, but eight faceted i{n the centre and four faceted
below it, ls shown ,emerging out of a sacred water-pitcher,

4

called purna-kumbha or_purna-ghata. or simply kalashs. It is

exclusively a Hindu sacred motif since 1t relates tc the Vedic

concept of Water Cosmology. (Reference: "'Asghokan' Pi{llar: A

Reassessment Of the Evidence” pt. IV Symbelifse, Burlipaton Mapazine!

1976, Ly John Irwin)

(v) bach plrnz-ghata is shown carried on the shoulders of
fonr ygkshas, sitting on knees and pressing the hande an she
grtound in the front, ELech one 1s located 4t one of Lhe four
corners of the square base of the pill:r, representing ore
cardinal directicn. According to '§2___d_{\5_qa;p_'a‘_l_§, an old Sanskrit

text on Hindu l¢onography, each human setrlement had at ieast one

Cont'd.,
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PARTAIT (11) e

's
yakshs as. the guardisn deityy he had s consort alse, called
yakshi. (Reference: Yaksha by Ananda Y. Coomaraswami)

(v8) The pillars are further embellished with male (gapas),
female (deva-kany8s), floral (kamala), faunal (hadsa) and
geometric métlfs(dlamond), typical of the KHindu {conoyraphy,
repeatedly found in al! Hindu temples. (Refe ence: Art of India

and Indonesis by Anandas Yentish Coomsraswami),

it S e e

SECTION= 111

PILLAR~BASES: The Remains in the Excavated Trenches

17. From 1975 through 1980 Professor B,B, Lal, a forwer
Director General, Archaenlegical Survey ¢f India, excavated

at fourteen different pleces in Ayodhye on behalf of the
Archaealoqiéal Syrvey of India. 1In one of his trenches, laid
immedietely ons the south of 'the boundary wall of the then
disputed structure, he found six 0f the several piller-hases
a}ranged in two pzrallel rows. These were built cf burnt-bricks
mixed with vlocks of stone, llt was logically surmised by the
excavators that thesa may have heen thhse very '‘hases' on which

some of the bleck stone pillars of the original temple stocd

while in .

18. After 2 ¢iese évenination of the plons and sections

of this site, It may further be noted, even three other
eminent archacologists -~ Precf, K.V, Raman, Head of the
Anclent History and Archaeology Department, Madres University,
Br. ¥,D. Sharms and Dr. K,M, Scrivastava -~ formerly Directors,

v to the same N

Archaenlooical Survey of Indis, have o«

coenclusion. They have ohsarved t the foundation-

trenches of the pillars, the layers found against the

pillar-tases, the varicusline-floors, the debris, and

246
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PART-1T (12)

i

thé floor sealing the pilllar-bases as well as the material
found in the debris ove:lyinq the sealing-floor establish
beyond any.’doubt thet the piller-bases were raised in the
11th<12th century A.D, 1Incidentally, &s noted earlier, one
of the pillars on the maf{n entrance of the élspu:ed.struccure Q;
also bears an inscription in Négari characters of the llthe
12th century A.D, Thus, the pillar-bases belonged to the
pericd llth-12th century A.0, Further , the dating of
the destructisn of the temple, early 16th.century, {s based
upon two unquesticneble piecés 65 evidence: (1) the material
found {n the deposit lying burfed in a pit fmmediately
below the sealina €flcor and in the debris lying immediately
above the sealing flecor., There are a number of glezed ware

mieces in both the depcsits,

SECTION - IV

DOOR-JAMB__OF BLACK STONE

19, of black stone kept

in the courtyscd c¢f a comparatively new buliding called now

*janmzsthana', The docr-jamd may have been fixed at the
‘entrance of the garbhegrihe of the original Hindu temple. 1t
shows two parallel mouldings, ont of which (e« mirelv decorptive

as it consists of meandering creepars, The seoond moulding

{s very siontficant because {t js divided (ntc several rectanoular

‘panels, set one ahove the other, each depicting a Hindu deity.

The lower-most depicts the image of Dvarapala., or dsor-keeper,
standing in tribhafnga pose under an erched cancpy. The

varapala ts wearing a karands mukuts on the head and a
s v v

.S -4 ¢

10

xgnamﬁ!é {n the neck, In Hindy f{conoqraphy, when hoth of
them occur together on the tody of a deity, the deicy is
necessartily to he Valshnavite in crigin. The entrance ¢f the

e
canopy Ls like a teefoiled arch with three semi-circular
4 .
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mouldings based on the principle of oversailing courses, named
’bérbe!]edﬁarch‘. This ornamentai érch rests on two pillars,
emerging out' of ggggg;ghgggg and beautifully decorated with
8 ’ﬁ\iv;\ber of {r{ouldings on th.e top.- The panel above the y
dvarapsla ;:hov's a female defty standing in an a.rched gateway,
H‘er #ostu:e i; 8150 {n tribhafiga. The panel above this also
shows a female delity standing in tribhanga pose. The next
panel shows the mother godess standing in the frontal posé under
a canopy. The 4th panel depicts a gana or a young dwarfish
male dancing under a canopy, The top-most shows the beautiful
image of é'é'labhaﬁ)ik'a')holding a branch of the blossoming tree,

It may be mentioned in this context that the dydrapdle
is holding & shiila, or a spear, in his left hand. It establishes
the fact that he {s & guagdian defty, holding a weapon tO protect
the main deity of the garbha-griha from all evil-doers. The‘
right hand, on the other hand, is held in vyakhyans mudid, !.e.,
in a pose which is adopted by a8 deity when he delivers a sermon
to the visitors, It should be borme in mind that the defty
{s standing on a fuil blowWnlotus, as was customay with all the
defties during this period. 1t s, therefore, absolutely clear
that the temple to which the gvira-shixnd originally belonged was
dedicated to Vishnu or an Incaingticn ¢f Vizshnu, most probanly

.
Rama, beth are esctentielly one and the same,

SECTION - V
MORE ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES OF ART AND
ARCHITECTURAL OBJECTS FROM A |2th CENTURY A,D. HINDU
TEMPLE ~- JUNE 1997

20, We are now on slmost sure grounds that the 12th
century Har{-Vishou tenple constructed here during the reign
of ¥ing Sovinda Chandra was destroyed, accerding to the

e J

tradition recorded in various Indian and foreign ascceunts,
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in the edrly 16th century, in all probability b, Babur's mer.

-

, PART-11 (14)

The parts of this temple which could be gainfully re-used 1vn
the structure of the 'EBaburi Mosque' were in fect“revﬁsed*,'
such as the black stone pillars 1n the plers,soine carved
blocks of stcone {n the walls and at least one long plece of
stone with Jotus carvings in the vitina, i{.e., 2s a lintel.
Hovever, \:Y".o parts which could not be used, because of
thefr unmeanagable shapes, such as the crescent shaped
dmalakas with corrugated periphery, or otherwise, were cast-
away and dumped in a pit nearby. These details of the
discovery and some of the eétiquarian remeins may be

recounted as under.

'

21, ON THE 1BTH OF JUNE 1992, when the ground near the
Ramajanma Bhumi was being levelled, a most star.tlin'g
archaeoloqica! discovery was ma.‘de et Ayodhys. At a depth of
about 12 feet from the grouné level near the Ramajanma Bhumi

temple, towards the south and beyond the fencing, & big hosrd of

beautifully carved buff sandstone pleces was located in a large
pit dug down balow tHe old top level. The lovation of the pit

18 shomn in Appendix I1 & 111, .

22, A careful study by & group of elght eminent arrhacologist s
and historfans found that 21l these objects are architectural
members of a Himdu temple-complex of t.he’ 12th century A.D.

23, The greup cempr(seé Dr. Y.D. Sharma, former Deputy
Director General, Archaecological Survey of Indla, Dr. K.M.
Srivastava, former Director, Archaeological Survey_vof India,

Dr. S.P. Gupta, former Dircctor, Allahabad Museum, Prof.

K,P, Nautiyal, Vice~Chancellor, Avadh University and former

Head of the Anclent History ané Archaeology Department, Garhwal

Univérsity, Prof. B.R, Grever, former Director, ‘Indian.Council

N
wr
)




65’Historical Reqeurth, Shri Qevendra'séarup;Agrawal apd Dr, ¢ :i
Sard{ndu kaxne:u of ‘the Delhi University and Dr. (Mrg.)‘ Sudni -
M;iaiya of Bhopal, o ‘
24;  7The Templei The experts, who visited the site on béhatf;“* ;

of ‘the academic organisation, *The Historians' Forum®, on the

2nd and 3rd of July 1992, are unanimously of the view that’ thel

O temple, to whlch these fragments belong, is of the developeo o

Nagara style of anclent temple architecture which vas eurrent’

Vo

in northern Indﬁa during the 1atef part ‘of the early mediéval

period, f.e. the period after 900 A.D. and before 1200 A,D,

The temples of this style are characterisﬁd by a distinctly

1mposinq shikhara, which 1s a tall and tapering spire over the

P i LAl A2

AT, . ) ) .
'%é@ ; . .qarbharqriha or sanctum sanctorum, which houses the main dedty,

25. The Shixhara Amalekat The developed shikhera is

Like 8 mountain with several tiers of subsidiary ghikharas,

rising one above the other and projecting partially from the

!
i
{

main shikhara, The shikharas are crowned with a very distinctiQef

L

circula plece of stone, called amala?a, which i7shdped like a

cogqed wheel, with bead-)ike mculdlngs along the Deripﬁery. g
It is zo very typlcal of the temples of northern Indfa that no '
one in the world who knows even a little ebout the Hindu temples !
can cast any doubt about its position in the temple structure. .
There are twoe examples of half-émg}gﬁgg, in the present hoard of

obhjects, svidently used on the top of the subsidiary ghikhrss,

called shikheras of Xarnas, i.e. fring spires.

26, The Srikhara J2last The second most signifficant tind {s

the curvilinesr part of the jdla mouldings present on the

shikharas. 1t is beautifully decorated with scrolls., It also

belongs exclusively to the north Indian temples of the perfod
afvér 900 A,D, since the technique of {ts carving tnvolves the i
method ¢f scouping out the zreas sround the floral elements so
thet the art-motifs are formeé vith surface absoclutely plain,

Tt s czlled ‘Stencil' tecknique. — .
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27.  The Capital: The third most nortworthy sculstured plece
of stone {n this collection {s a rectangular cepital of a pillar

with beautiful mouldings in the £oqi;of highly stylised lotus

petsls arranged as narrow parallel strips carved in low rellef

sround the capital.

28. IP&_E?.S.Q}.E;S‘ The fourth evample Of storie sculptures
belongs to the most characteristic members of the Né‘qara. style
of temples -~ it is called Chhadys, and in Hindi ‘ghhatfa.
sun-shade, where the straight wall over the high plinth meets
the base of the shikhara. It s carved and shaped like
rectangbler Mangalore tiles to serve not only as & sun-~shade hut
alsc allow the rain water to r\:‘n off quickly and protect the
structure. It is & corner-stone of the cornice.

29. floral freize: There is one frﬁezg of continuous leaf~
moulding which décorates one of the top lines of the nigh plinth i
of the temple. .
30, Door=jamb: There is one example of a door-jamd or
dzg‘.f_a_:fk_s_a?;‘ré 0f the main eptrance of the temple. It {s decorated
with a meandering floral design, carved 'in 'Stencil' style, ' o

at. Imsges of Vihnu's Incarnations: There is also s fragment of
b

a stele emhellished with the most significant sculptures of a
nuher of Velishnavite gods, viz. a Chakrepurusha, t.e. &
youtnful male figure stsnding gracefully at 2n #ngle (tribhangs)

and holding vertically in the palm of the riche hand the

characteristic wheel or ¢hakra cf Vishnu,

32, Another image (s that of Payshurama, sitting cross-legged .
and holding a battle~oxe {n the left hand. Beldw him is the '
{mage of Balarama, the elder brother of ¥rishna, with a canopy

of serpent-hoods &nd having @ wine-cup In his hand, Stil) belew
Wim is the image of a moiher goddess (ritri-devil, the

Lestower of all good luck

&
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33. Shiva-Phrvatis Besides the above, there are severs] other
images. One is of Shiva-Parvati, also called Umd-Maheshvera.
It was found from a shallow mound called Nala, located some
200 metres away from the site of the above hoard of art and
'a‘rchltecturdl pleces. Though Shiva's head {s riow lost, his hand
holding a EEAShElg‘trldent,is fully tntact, Similarly, although
Parvati's face" i{s not extant, her hand from behind Shiva's neck
{s found resting on his right shoulder {n an embracing pasition,
Stylistigelly, it is also datable to the llth centiry.

34, Terracotta Figurines: Art objects of burnt clay belenging

tn the earlier periods, such as the Kushing (1st-3ré century)
have Slso been found. These images belong to various Hindu

gods and goddesses,

EXPLOPATIONS

15, From 4th ‘of July through 18th July 1992, Prof. B,R. Grover
camped at Ayodhya, during the period when the ground acquired

by the U,P., Government was being levelled up., It {s dm“inq this
operation that he came across towards the east and south of the
Ramajanma Bhumi, larqge floor~areas, in r.he‘pre-!slalwlc levels,
which were carefully paved witg ernt bricks, These placas‘were
then sys‘temattcally exposcd end protoqraphed in situ for
permenent record. He located sr.:n»é brick-walls as well. He
noticed simtlar flooring znd alse hrich-nalls at the weecililed

*Janmasthan' area, across the modern road, huilt by the British

:
after cutting the Rama Yot mound., The floor covernd with ;
burnt-bricks sprezds over thousands of squere metres now largely }

eqcircled by the newly constructed Rame Diver. During that
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period Prof. Grover had released as many 8s three reports of his

Bt . .
findings to the press which prompted the Historians’ Forum’to send

‘two eminent fleld~archaeclogists to examine the reported

discoveries.

FRESH_EXCAVATIONS

36. Huge Brick Walls: On the 22nd and 23rd of July Dr,
N ) K.M, Scivastava and Dr, 85,P. Gupta went to Ayodhya and scraped

the section facing east and also dug at least two feet still

deeper in a small aree aleng this section. They discovered  a huge
T . burnt-brick wall of mcre than a dozen courses, running along the

section and beyond it, Below this, after a little break, the

reméins of another bricke-wall have been found. At two different

%ﬁ% ! pre-1slamic levels, there are the remains of brick-laid floors.
i |
} a1, Mass Destruction: There are clear-cut marks 6f massive

destruction of the huge wall mentioned aboye since brick-debris

) and large pits have been located here. Further, there are two -
hard rammed floors of g¢hlinam and kankar,laid cne above the other 1 (

Cowith a8 siqnif&canc break {n between but overvthe level of the

brlcx*wall.

38, There is, thecefare, enough new archaeclogical material

which conclusively oreve that Prof. 5;5. Lal, the previous

excavater of this site, has been repeatedly saying that

here at the Remajan~ma Bhumi there was an lnpressive structuce

€ 11th-12th century built on pillars sLand(ng on e series of
¢ parallel burnt<brick bases which was destroyed {n the early

16th century, in all llkclihon§ the bases czreied on them

the same temple-pillars which are fixed in the 'mesgue’ i

These new atchaeclogical findings alce confimm the views
expressed earlier in 17?0 by Dr. S.P, Gupta that vme 16 blaeck
stone pillars and one plece of deor-jamh with corvings of gods
and goddesses existing in the so-called ‘Benarl Musque! struﬁtucc
and also the adjoining areasy  belong to a lﬁzh century Hindy

temple, passibly Vaishnavite,
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HORE DISCOVERIES

39, .As The 18*H Juﬁﬂ"i992 {5 remembered {n the history of
Indtan archaeo]oqy for the stert)inq discovery of forty
sculptural and acchitectural pteces of 11th-12th century Hindu
t:mple 2t Rama Janmabhumi, Ayodhya, so elso the 6th Decemnrr
1992 will be remembered for a still more exciting discovery at
Janmabhumi;tﬁe~20-1{ne original stone inscrintion of the reizn of
RN xing Govinda Chandra. when tﬁe very temple to which the aforesafd -
\wofks of art and ércﬁitecture pelonged, It thus sets &t rest
21) contrcversies surrdunding the oft-repeated questicon whether
o a Hindu temple had in fact existed at Janmabhumi prior to

the ccmihq up of the so-called Babri Masjid. The evidence is
final and incontrovertible., FKing Govinda Chandra, the fifth and
most {llustrious personage of the Gahadval Dynasty, whe ruled

£ rom \1{4 to 1154 A.D, over greater part of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar and successfully defenced Jetavana in northern Avadh and
Varana§1 against repeated attack of the Muslém invaders from the
north-west, was the ruler when the temple was bulltat the place
where an older temple had by thea become dilapidated.
40. Significaﬁtly, more archeeological vestiges were

AL discoveréd by & team of around 45 eminent historians and

archaeologists drswn from alliover the country. They asuemhled
at Ayodhya for a seminsr held an 10-13th October {272 to

examine for themselves in person the sculptures as well as the
site plans and sectians, and also locate any new evidence §f

they could during their exploration-trips. $hri R.,C. Agrawela,
former Director, Department of Archaeclogy and Museums, Government
of Rajasthan, Jalpur discovered the letter 'Shri' written

tn the N8garl seript of 11-12th century A.D. on & black stene
pillar fixed in  the left hand outer wal) of the main entrance

of the disputed structure. FProf. X.V, Raman Nead of the Ancient

History and Archaeology Department of Madras University
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discovered 'the piith of the temple over which the eastern

‘oéﬁaary:waxxvdf the "Babri Masf{d’ vas built, Dr. S.R, Reo,

-kdvisor on Marine Archaeology in’ the Inst!tvte of 0ceonogrephy,

‘Goa - d(qcovered a lerge plece of stone decorated with florel

motifs engraved in stencil style and fixed below the sou:hefn

dome .on the eastern wall of the structure,

_SECTION V1_

SOME_ANTIQUITIES DISCOYERED ON 6th Der. 1992 NOW
LOCKED~UP URDER MOST UNHEALTHY CONDITIONS IN CLOSED
ROOMS AT RAMA KATHA KUNJ, AYODHYA

41, It {s gathered, that more than 250 objects, meny of themn
belonoing to anclent temples, were collected by the Kar Sevaks
from the debris of Rama Janmabhumi-Babari Masfid Complex on
"the 6th Dec:‘1992 and bodily shifted to a place»calléd Rama Katha
Kunj, hardly .200 mts from the complex.  The Rama Katha Kunj
has'a smgll semi~permanent building with about hal)f-a-dozen
rooms constructed by the YHP for thelr own use. Some of these
rooms we:e just the store-rogms, practically closed quarters
with very poor light and ventilation., These objects of stohe
and metal were locked by the U,P, Govt. in a couple of these
‘store rooms', sometime in the third or fourth week of December
199%, where they are still l'ying threatened tn teohs of their
physicel conditfon -- we apprehend that unless these are
imaediately sh!flcd to the properly ventilated and 1{ghted
gal)erlesvof a public museum, where ccnstant vigil is generally
kent on the Preservation and Conservation of the Exhibits,

these invaluable objects of our naticnel herftage may ¢et
damaged Soonez thaﬁ wé can fmzgine. Jt 1s proposed thet Lhesc
cbhjvcts are shifted, housed and displayed dlong with foriy ené
odd number of objects collected in June 1992 and presented at

the Rem Yatha Museum, Ayodhya, funétioning under the direct
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contro) of the Leptt of Culture, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh.

But

this 18 besides the point, even though {n a sense very vital

for the nation.

Inscciptions

(1) A stone-tablet Vishnu-Har!{ Temple Inscription of 20 line

text composed in Sanskrit language and written {(n Négarf

script of 11th-12th century style. It {s securely dated in

the first half of the 12th century ~.D.

(2) An eight line "fragmentary inscription on & stone pillar,

12th century A,D,

of llth=-12th century AD., It {s dateble to mid-to-late

egrf" composed in Sanskrit langue§e and written in Nigeri script
¢ .

(3) A two-line fragmentary Sanskrit inscription engraved on a

stone ‘piliar in Nigari seript. It s datable to mid-

12th century A.D.

Images

-

(4

A standing image of Vishnu wearing a long yanamild |

Highly westhered, Engreved on a gvira-shikhd or dogr- jzmb,

Ceteble to 10th century hiD.

(5) A head of $hivs Bhatrava with tall jatd-{ite hsir-do.
atemjute

covering the hesd, wide open eyes and twe protruding teeth,

. -

Datable to the early 12th ceatury AoD,

. (6) A severly demzged {mige of 3 standing deity in

pose, poszibly Ganeshe with a rishy (?), seen from the

3$...-_,;§..
e
s

[SY

Datable to eariy 12th century,
(8) A fragmentary frieze of vidvadharas.

jzth centucy. w

266

yﬁksha. Patable to early 12th century,

back, under a nertative panel ralsed and supported by &

A long frieze of garlandabesrer couples (vidy3dharas}.
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(9) Anoghe;'gjsgz;égighi (door-Jamb) with four paralle} vertical
friczes showing floral moti?s, Datable to 10th century with-
vishou Lrage. :

(10) A top~stone oi the'j_é_l_q decoration c¢f the shikhara showlng
floral designs. Cut {n stencll technique. Datedble to Ty
5 12th century.
' | (11) A lar;é fragment of the cetling, bluish dark s:one,v
showing meandering creépe;s with twc human figures,
arranged in concentric rectangles. Dateble tc 12th century.
{12) A section of frieze showing flcwers and leaves in
" ‘ interconnected roundels, with upper and leower borders of
QEE@ . closely placed brads, the bottom has running us. The
deeply cut crevices are found (ndifferently filled with
_chinam, It {s 3 most tellina-and convincing evidence of
the fact that the stones like this were fixed in the walls
of the 'mesque’ with sculptured face turned inside the
core of the wall, Datable to'\?tﬁ century. .
(13) Some half-a-dozen pillars of buff sandstone with curved
brackets. Dateble to 12th century,
(14) Three Smalakas, each on these had topped the Xerna
;giﬁﬂgégg or curner spixcs'of the ternle, Datoble to

11th-312th century.

Persizn Inscription

(1

§) There is a larqge fragment cf the Persian ingcricvtion
which was once fixed on the tdp of the main entrance ¢f the
@gﬁﬁ central domed chamber. , Datable to early 16th century.
(16) Central piece of the ceiling of the dome decorated with

fully opened flower and iren chaip, Pateble to 16tk century, .

e
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act, we jusz don t heve 1t Sut'this

Alled Babar(-ha”jld came to the scene at least ;
‘ ‘oo years Yater, in the 16th century. The broken condiLion of ?
Ji::'; 1ﬁost~§f the “entiquities also prove that the 12th century 3
ﬁiempré-suffeked vsdlent destruction -~ we have to look only !

_vto the Shiva pqnel of the qarland-beartng Vidyddhara frieze !

airava or the ceilinq stone or some of amglakas, etc. to

)

h, ince ouraelves that these werce simﬁly vandelisen. 1f so;thé-

1mages of the yakshas and Devakaniyas or the head of I
|

quest en atxses as to uﬂen the vandalism took pl yho wqfai o

ple‘y.e willﬁully mu;ilated‘the huren - figures?  Who

In otheriwords who were

i
I
i




pi]ler - Sunskrit
Ao script;

script of 11th=12th century

enqtaved on a black stene pilldr,
) There were 14 black stone pillire fixed in the body-

stmcturc of the so-called 'Babari Masjid', ezch bearing images

du ¢ gods and rgoddesses besides varicus sacred. faunsl,

floral and geonet fc mottfs which are atsolutely non-Islamic,

are two more similar black stone pillars, fixed upside

16
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dowi 1n & cultiveted fleld neer 8 grave-yard located some

250 or more ;metres from Janma Bhumi. Two morfe similer

pillars have been reported from Cantonment area at Fajzahad,

THE LINTEL
§) There was & lintel stone st the main entrance of the

so-¢alled ‘Babari Mosque' which besre the most sscred Hindu

i
motif -- various representations &nd forms of the Lotus flower.

THE DECORATIVE STONES '

6) There were two blocks of stone found fixed in the wall
of the disputed structure which show floral motifs ¢cut and

engraved in stencil style, and 'also mouldings.

HINDU GODS AND GODDEBSES

7) The presence of,}_@_gyg}g_gj@g on the pillars.

8) The presence of 92!2_9.5. on the door-jamb,

9) The presence of a Dyirspila on the door~jamb.

10) The pcegence of gﬁ}_gﬁggﬁ_ﬁgg on the door=-jemb,

11) The presence of Matridevi imsge on the Qﬁﬁ_‘ﬁgggjggj‘bﬁ
stela,

o

12} Tha nocurcence of O

re an emblem of Vishnuy

on the Chgkrepmrush: stela,

13) The Gecurrence of Paraghurdima on the Chakrapurusha stela.

16) The tmage of stone pillars and

terracotta,

17) The image of Nandl in tercacotta.

SACRED MOTIFS

o




jamb and ‘on ‘lves'a;'_ mouldlhg offft'.'h‘. shikhara of the Lemple.

27) The Hiléi of flouers and gems on the piliars

23) The Farande mukuta on t*,e head of the dvaragew. -

24). The Vanamale on the body of the dvarapa)e.

2‘5')‘ f!‘h‘g __a_ig__gwtta on the’ body of Chaxrapursh&.
26) The Chekre of “Vishnu th: the hends of the Chakrvpursh
27) The Parashurama {mage. ‘
28) "The Vishnpu image on 3 door-jamb .

5%% N 29) -The imace of .Ava~£‘»haiteva.
e o . v :
o c 30) The Hapsa on lotus depicted on & pillar fixed

in the disputed st:ucture.

T 31) The vidyadhares or flying gendharva ceuples in t'ti'z:e'_s‘."
o 32) The Pipal leaf in 2 temple frieze,

33) Standing Ganeshz with attendants.

THE ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS OF VAISHNIVE
TENFLE OF 117TH CERTURY NAGARA STYLE

34) The ¥arnz fmalakes,

- ——

B 35) The Jdla stonec.

36) The Chhidys sicnes,

17) The bLatd suones,

38) Tm’.ﬁ)’.i&"@_‘:;’iﬁé}l}é with three decorated parallel

mouldings,

@ﬁ;ﬁ} . 39) The Ceiling stone decorated with mueandering croepers,.
" 40) The runntpg frieze with flowers arranged in rou:}les‘
41) The buff sandstone Stambhas of s Hindu temple,

42) The Bhitt! mouldings of 3 Hindu temple .

THE_PLINTH_STONES
43) The Adhtsthana sthne of & Hindu temple on which ran

below the esstern Loundzry well of the so-called 'Babard Loggu.e".

20
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{1) Genecal view of the cbjects found in the debris
of the 'Ram Janmabhume-Babari Masjid' couplex
on 6th December 1992 and depesited by the Kar

Sevaks at Rama’ Katha Kunj, Ayodhya,

(2) 20 Line insc‘iﬁpﬁ@m compared in Sanskrit verses
and written 4in a:ém}. scribt: o a stone ta.blet‘
found  at 'Rama. Jameebhumd ~ Babari Masjid canplex!
ob '6ch December 1992¢ It reords that dgribg the time
of King Govinda Chanda (1114-1154 ADe) the temple
wa_é, ecnstiucted at thds place. :
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) Close-up of the insciiption of plate Ne-2. !
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(4) Sti1) more close-up cf the imscriptica in plate
No=2.
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Two fragmentary inscripticns (Sanskeit languege
and Brhml script) of 12th century A.D. engraved
m a plllar. Top fnscriptien is in 8 lines, tha

lover inscription £s {n 2 lines. Discovered
on 6th Dec.1992.
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(8) One of the 14 black stone pdllars of
fixed in thz Rama Janmarthumi -HBadbari
Before éth Dec,1992,
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(10)Close~up of the lower part of a black stcae plllar
¢f a Hindu temple , Before 6th Dec.1992,
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ghata and a dancidg human figure, Recov

1992.

on 6th Dec,



(12) A black stene gillar with the letter'sy'
engraved on it .1lth Century WD
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3 Two black stone plllar fixed upslde down at the
gruve of Musa Ashikan, 250 7ards  away froam
. Rama Janmabhumd stfl) intact,

the piinth of a tindu tample

(14) & portion of
pelow the boundary wall of the somcalled 'Babari

Masjid' . Defore &th December 1992,
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(17) A hllyck stone cedidag frags
potif 8. Discveced on Sth Decembd
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(18) 3everal ébjects dlscovered on dth Jeg.1992
4

in the backgound 48 & part of o decrejard with
three paralilel decorations. Twe pdeces are from
the 'Bavari Masjid', including a fragment of the
Persfan ilnscription of Mir Bagud,



(19} A long friece from @ Hincu temele snoring
flying celestlal couples witn gariands.

N

(20) & lecag §rieze with floral decoratlicn from a
Hindu temple. Thz ariginal Shunam is still
sticking which shows that it was fixed in the

walls of the ‘mosque' with face towards tha

wre ef the walle
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(23) Close up of ancther alhalaka ©

Found cg 5th Lecemder 1582,
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PART-1I (1)
Archvaeological and art historical evidence of the exi’éte’nce
of a Hindu temple or a.Hindu religious structure pnor to the
\construction of the disputed structure:

1. The travelogues of European visitors to India, history
and documents ¢compiled by them and also by the
British during their rule backed by the accounts of
Indian historians (both Muslim and Hindu) and othef
testimony were till recently relied on heavily to(
establish the existence of a Hindu (Vaishnava) temple
at Sri Ram Janam Bhoomi at Ayodhya before its
destruction in the 16™ Century AD and construction of
the disputed structure in its .place by using the
material of the demolished temple. These accounts
were disputed b.y the pre-Babari Masjid barties on
grouhds which heed not be elaborated here. However,
a rapid progression of recent even.ts'has overtaken all
these controversies and the archaeological—cum-art"
historical finds have come to occupy the prime pl‘ace
in- the evidence to establish that the Hindu

(Vaishnava) temble was destroyed by the iconoclasts .

and the disputed structure was constructed by using



[ol2-

the témple material. Therefore, unlike in the past
parleys, the first place here is being given to the
archaeological arjd art historical finds without in the
Iest réﬂecting on the importance of other evidence
which find mention in parts _IiI to VI of these

~ submission.

The question “whether a Hindu temple or any Hindu
religious structure existed prior to the construction of
the Ram Janam Bhumi Babari Masjid ((including the{
p‘remises of the inner and outer courtyards of such
structure) in the area on which the structure stood”
implies the following when seen in the ground realities
as they existed prior to the 6™ December 1992 when

the disputed structure was completely demolished by

the Kar Sevaks.

e

First, it enquires whether ‘a Hindu temple; 'évt all
existed at Ram Janambhumi at any point of time'prior i
to the building of the '‘Babari Masjid’ or not; '
Secondly, it statés whether for some reasbn or the
other such structure was not a proper Hindu templé,

was it then ‘any Hindu religious structure’.
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Thirdly, such a structure may have ‘existed either

inside the ‘inner courtyard’ (i.e. where the actual three

- domed building of the ‘babari majid’ existed) dr inside

the ‘outer courtyard’ (i.e. where the ‘Rama Chabootra’

éxisted).

The present reference, therefore, there thr‘éw.é the
entire responsibility of proving that there was a “‘.Hindu
temple’ or else a ‘Hindu religious structures’ at
Ramjanam Bhumi -Babari Masjid complex on those:
persons who maintain that there was in fact a Hindu

structure here, built prior to the building of the ‘Babari

Masjid. The very nature of enquiry, therefore, seeks

~ the support of archaeologists and historians who alone

are capable of -answering the query. Hence this

submission.

I

Some Fixed Points:

To begin with, there are some fixed points in the.

history of Rama Janambhumi site,

First, the so-called ‘Babari Masjid’ was- built at Rama
Janambhumi as late as A.D. 1528-29 at the command

of Emperor Babar as is absolutely clear from one of
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the Persian inscriptions found fixed in the ‘Babari

Masjid’. The inscription belonged to the very person

~who had built it. In the inscription he called himself

Mir Baqi (reference Beburnama by Mrs. A. Breveridge,

and “inscriptions' of Emperor Babur” by M. Ashraf

- Husain in Epigraphia Indica 1965 pp 558-622),

Thus, the cut-off date is 1528-29 A.D. it implies that
the ‘Hindu temple’, or else the ‘'Hindu religious

structure’ must belong to a period before 1528-29

“A.D.; in other words, any Hindu structure belonging to

post 1528-29 A.D. will not be considered by the Court.

Secondly, till 6™ December 1992 three structures

stood at Rama Janambhumi- one, the three domed
structure of the so-called Babari Masjid, inside the
‘inner courtyard’: second, a platform (with icons of the
Hindu deities p;léced on it), located inside the ‘outer
courtyard’ and called ‘Rama Chabootra’. The third
structure has been just a canopy over an ensemble of
a kitchen- a U shaped fire place (Chulha), rolling pin

to prepare bread, a base plate to roll the bread ‘éytc. it

was called ‘Site xi Rasoi’ or the kitchen of Sita.

{
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The Ram Janambhumi-Babari Masjid structural

complex was surrounded by a thick boundary wall

_with an entrance made in the centre of the eastéern

wing of the boundary wall of the several kinds of

archaeological evidence which are decisive in proving

that there was indeed a Hindu temple which, existed

prior to the coming up of the ‘Babari Masjid’ at Ram

Janambhumi, the following may be quoted.

Section-I

. A CONTEMPORARY RECORD

The most clinching evidence 'is epigraphical, i.e.
documents inscribed on stone. It is the inscription of
that very, king in whose reign the Hindu temple at
Ram Janambhumi was built, Kind Govinda Chandra, it
is, therefore, a contemporary documentary evidence
which is incontrg;vertible hence it should be fully relied
onn in estégbliShing the historical fact of the existence
of a  pre-Babari Masjid Hindu temple at Ramal'

Janambhumi.

It is a 220-line lekha (inscription or document)

engraved on a rectangular phalaka (slab or tablet) of
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buff sandstone (shila). It measures about 5 ft. in
length and 2.25 ft. in width. The language of the
_inscription is Sanskrit. The text is largely composed in
beaut‘i:ful Verses; ’only some portions are in prosé. The
script is Nagari written in the 11"-12" century A.D.
style. This is full established by Paleography: or ‘the

science of old writings’.

The inscription, in the absence éf proper professional
estampagjes, which the court must immediately
arrange from the.‘ Archaeological Survey of India has
understandably as yet not been fully decibhered by
palaeographists and epigraphists. Nevertheless,
substantial portions have been deciphered from the
available estampages, photographs, colour sllides and
video film prepared by Dr. S.P. Gupta jointly with Dr.

Sudha Malaiyye; on 13™ December 1992, which i)rove
beyond an iota of doubt that “here at Rama
Janambhumi there did exist from at least the early
12" Century A.D. a Hindu temple. The inscription and
its deciphered portions are given in Appendix-I. Here
we are quoting only the relevant portions to brin‘g

home the single point that as early as the first half of
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the 12 century A.D. a magnificent and imposing Hindu
templel', dedicated to Lord Vishnu-Hari, was
~constructed here during the reign of t'he .most
powerful ruler of this region, kind Chandra Deva of the
Gahadval Dynasty ruling from Kannauj, an ancient
city of the R. Ganga, from where even the kind Harsha

~ had ruled in the 7™ Century A.D.

The inscription has not been read fully due to the non-
availability of good impressions, but what has so far
been deciphered is more than enough to conc!u‘die the
“erection of a Vaishnava shrine there duri'ng:.- this
period. The record was evidently put up on a \}yfall. of
the shrine to mark its completion and installatidn, of
the divine image.' Line 15 of this inscription tel'ls us
that a beautiful temple of Vishnu-Hari built with heaps
of stone(sila-sa‘m.heti- grahais) and beautified with a
golden spire | (hiranya-kalaéa—art-sundaram)
unparaileled by any other temple erected by earlier
vkings (purvvair-py-akritam kritam nripetibhir) was
constructed. This .wonderf.ul temple (aty-adbhutam)
was built in the temple -city (vibudh-alayani) of

Ayodhya and Saketa were closely connected, Saketa
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being‘the district wherein Ayodhya was locateq. The
two names are.used as Synonymous in cléssical

. Sanskrit literature, and it is likely that they represent
the twin cities of Ayodhya and Faizabad. Towards the
énd it also refers to God Vishnu as destroying king

Beli» (iin ‘Vamana incarnation) and the ten-headed
(Dgsanan'a, i.e. Ravana) and alludes to the serious
fear from the west (p‘aschatyé-bhiti)‘. It also contains
the expression janmabhumi. It was composed by the
poet Ayushyachandra, son of Alhana. Perhaps he was{
also a ruling chief and as royal poét he was said to
have excelled even Sahasnka and Sudraka and is
credited with the excavation of tanks, wells as well as
gfsm stepped wells. We come across a reference to kind

i

Govindchandra, Who appears to be identical with the
homonymous Gahadavala kind, as‘; well as to strong
ruling chief named Sallakshna twice. This Sellakshana
cannot be definitely identified as _the.whole inscription
has not yet been decipherfed. He could have been a
Gahadavala feudétory or the well known Chandella
- king of that name who ruled towards the close of the
eleventh and the beginning of the twelfth century A.D.

while certain  points in connection with the

\
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interpretation of the inscription are yét to be settled

and can only be settled when good impressions are

. made available, the fact is finally established that at

the disputed site there existed an eleventh-twelfth

century Vaishnava temple before the erection of the

. Babari Masjid.

In this prashasti (citation) the kind says that he came

to Ayodhya, which is located in the Saket Mandala

(District) and built a sundara mandiram (most

‘beautiful temple) of shila (stone). It was possibly done

in place of an old temple which had by then become
weatheréd. He topped the Shikhara (spire) of the
temple with kalasha (pinnacle) made of hiranya
(gol‘d). He dedicated the temple to Lord Vishnu-Hari
who was none else but the one who had humbled the

pride of bali-raja (the rnvnkram form of Vishnu) a "nd

also dushta Dashanana (wicked Ravana). This he did

~when ‘the foreigners (the Muslims) were avalanching

from the west (paschchatya) and creating fear (bh‘iti)
but he had successfully thwarted it with the valour of

his own arm (Bahudalnam).

/
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The date of the reigning kind Govinda Chandra of the

Gahadval dynasty of Kannouj is bracketed between

- 1114 A.D. and 1154 A.D.

. It is most significant 'to note that the kin'g not only

- built the temple'but also completed it because the

12,

Kalasha or pinnacle is established on the top of the
shikhara or spire only when the temple is finally ready
in all respects aﬁd the Kumbhabhisheka performed.
Then only the deity in the garbha-griha (sanctum
sanctorum) gets consecrated and is ready to receive
daily offering and worship. In this case the' rﬁain deity
was Lord Vishnu Hari. Evidently, the insc¢ribed tablet
was fixed in the walls of the temple of Vishnu-Hari at
the time of the consecration of the deity and the

inaugural worship held to commemorate the event.

No, greater proof is required to establish the fact that

here at Rama Janambhumi a magnificent Vaishnava
temple was in fact built sometime between 1114 A.D.

and 1154 A.D., i.e. during the first half of the 112"

century A.D., and dédicated to Lord Vishnu-Hari ’who

had humbled thg pride of many, including Ravana

{
{
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(Incid'ently, Rama and Rama alone had humbled the
pride of Ravana hence in a sense it was not only a
. Vishnu temple b.(th also Rama temple, as Rama was
one of the various incarnations of Vishnu). The event
of erecting the temple had taken place around 400
~years prior to the building of the ‘Babari Masjid’ the
temple was built in early 12 century while the
‘mosque’ was built in early 16" century. For the
historians the evidence of the inscription is full, final

and incontrovertible.

It may also be' noted that even earlier t‘o it there
existed a temple at this very site whichv hadbecome
dilapidated due to the ravages of time which had
weathered the stones of the temple. This is borne out
from the details of the inscription as well as the actual
art and archigéctural remains discovered on 6"
December 1992. Hence, the building of the 12"
Century Hindu temple was not a one time act but an
act in an on-going process. (Reference: '.Fiama
Janambhumi, Ayodhya; New Archaeolé‘gi‘cal

- Discoveries. Historians Forum, New Delhi, 1992).
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13. Fortunately, this contemporary | documentary

evidence, in the form of Hari-Vishnu temple

. inscription, engraved on a stone tablet, is further

supported by two more inscriptions engraved on a

stone pillar fond within the debris of the Babari Masjid

~on the 6™ December 19922. One of the these:stone

\(?%’,%g ) inscriptions»(Shila-lekha), the upper one, is in-:ei‘ght
lines, while the other, the lower one, is in two lines.

Though the inscriptions are so very fragmentafi} thatv

. no coherent account could so far be made out frOm‘
their reading, still two things are absolutely clear;

one, that the inscriptions relate to Hmdu‘Gods and

Hindu Kings (there is genealogical reference) and

@ second, that paleographically the script is to be placed
" - inthe 12" Century A.D. may be in the mid to late 12
Century A.D. Thus, these inscription are around 50

years later in date than the Vishnu Hari temple

inscription.

14. 1It, therefore, follows, that the activities connected
with the structures did not cease by the middle of the

12" Century A.D., these were continuing beyond it.
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This étherwise most clinching evidence of epigraphical
recordé is also fully supported by the actual remains
. of the temples, rightly clai‘rﬁedto have been built here
by the kings during the 12" Century A.D. and also
earlier to it, possibly 10™ and 11" centuries A.D.; and
may be even earlier to this earlier date for Which also
there is some solid evidence in .the form of objects of

art and icons of the Kushana period, 1%-3™ century

A.D.

SECTION II
THE ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS OF THE PRE-BABARI
HINDU TEMPLES; ART. AND ARCHITECTURAL

EVIDENCE

There are several pieces of architectural members of

the pre 15228¥29 A.D. Hindu temples which once
stood at Rama Janambhumi. We may start with the
internal evidence of the structure of the so-called
Babari Masjid which stood at the site from 1528-29
A.D. till the afternoon of the 6™ December 1992. The
evidence is in the form of a number of beauﬁifuliy

carved monolithic pillars of black colour with bluish
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hue. These were at the ends of the piers of the domes

and also on the entrance of the masjid. On all counts

. these are non-Islamic because they show images of

Hindu gods and goddesses. Thus, these pillars must

have formed part of a temple of the pre-Babari Masjid

period. The relevant details are as follows:-

Within the then disputed structure of the so-called

Babari Masjid there were as many as 14 pillars of

{

black stone popularly called ‘Kasauti’ but geold_gically

speaking, schistose of the slate variety, a sedimentary

- rock, the nearest deposits of which are located in the

hilly tracts of Garhwal Kumaon region of Uttar
Pradesh. All of them were used as architéctural

members in the bbdy fabric of the ‘Babri Masjid.

"

One of the black stone pillars, fixed on the northern
side of the main entrance, carved under the central
dome; was found inscribed with the letter 'Si’, written

prominently in ‘typical Nagari script which is

stylistically datable to 11-12" century A.D. some as

the script of the Vishnu-Hari temble inscriptidn

mentioned in Section 1.

!
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There are two similar pillars found fixed upside down

in a grave yard located nearly a furlong away from

_ Janambhumi. The grave near which these are still

- foundexisting is alleged to be of the Muslim saint,

Musa Ashikan who is supposed to be patron of Mir

- Bagqi.

There are a couple of similar other black stone pillars,
still standing in the cantonment area at Faizabad,

some 8 to 10 km away from Ayodhya.

Each pillar, which is nearly 11 to 12 inches square at
the basé, but eight faceted in the centre and four
faceted below it, is shown emerging out of a sacred

water pitcher, called purna-kumbha or purna-ghata,

~or simply kalasha. It is exclusively a Hindu sacred

motif since it relates to the Vedic concept of water
cosmology. (Reference:”  “Ashokan’ - Pillar A
Reassessment of the Evidence” Pt. IV Symoblism,

Burlington Magazine 1976, by John Irwin).

Each purna-ghata is shown carried on the shoulders of
four yakshas, sitting on knees and pressing the hands

or the ground in the front. Each one is located at one
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of the four corners of the square base of the pillar,

representing one cardinal direction. According to

sadhapamala, an old Sanskrit text on Hindu

~Iconography, each human settlement had at least one

Yaksha as the guardian deity; he had a consort also,
called Yakshi. (Reference: Yaksha by Ananda K,

Coomaraswami)

the pillars are further embellished with male (ganas)
female (deva-kanyas) floral (kamala), faunal (hamsa)

and geometric motifs (diamond), typical of the Hindu
iconography, repeatedly found in all Hihdu,temples.

(Reference: Art of India and Indonesia by’ Ananda

Kentish Commaraswami).

PART-III

PILLAR-BASES: The Remains in the Excavated Trenches

17.

From 11975 through 1980 Professor B.B. Lal a former :
Director General, Archaeological Survey of India,

excavated at fourteen different places in Ayodhya on

behalf of the Archaeological Survey of India. In one of

his trenches, laid immediately on the sought of the
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boundary wall of the then disputed st'ructure,»dhe found
six of the several pillar bases arranged in twé parallel
rows. These were built of burnt bricks mi'>;<ed with
bloéks of stone. It was logically surmised by the
| excavators that these may have been those very
‘bases’ on which some of the black stone pillars of the

original temple stood while in situ.

After a close examination of the plans and sections ‘of
this site, it nﬁay further be noted, even three Oth(er
eminent archaéologists- Prof. K.V. Raman, Head of the
Ancient History and Archaeology Departme?wt, Madras
University, Dr. Y.D. Sharma and Dr. K.M. Srivastava-
formerly Dire&drs, Archaeological Survey' of India
have come to the same conclusion. They have
observed that the foundation- trenches of the pillars,
the layers foghnd against the pillar bases, the various
lime floors, the debris, and the floor seéling the pillar
bases as well as the material found in the debris
overlying the sealing floor establish beyond any doubt
that the pillaru bases Were raised in the 11M-12

century A.D. Incidentally, as noted earlier, one of the

pillars on the main entrance of the disputed structure



19.

/of8

alsb bears anv‘ihscripti‘on in Nagari Characters of the
11t 1t Century A.D. Thus, the pillar bases belonged
to the period 1'1“‘-12th century A.D. further, the dating
of the destruction of the temple, early 16" century, is
based upon two unquestionable pieces of evidence (1)
the material found in the deposit lying buried in a pit

immediately below the sealing floor and in the debris

lying immediately above' the sealing floor, There are a

number of glazed were pieces in both the deposits.

- SECTION 1V

DOOR JAMB OF BLACK STONE

There is a door jamb or dvara-shakha of black stone

kept in the courtyard of a comparatively new building

called now ‘janamsthan’. The door jamb Enay have

been fixed at-the entrance of the garbhagrihé:of the
original  Hindu terﬁple. It shows two '_'.'fparallel
mouldings, one of whiéh is purely‘ decorativie' as it
cohsists of meandering creepers. Th'e second
moulding is very significant because it is divided into
several rectangular panels, set one above the oplwer,

each depicting a Hindu deity. The lower most depicts
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the image of Dvarapala, or door-keeper, standing in
tribhenga pose under an arched canopy. The dvarpala

is wearing a karanda mukuta on the head and a

vanamala in the neck. In Hindu iconOgraphy, when

both of them occur together on the body of‘_a deity,

the deity is necessarily to be Vaishnavite in kofigin. The
entrance of the cahopy is like a trefoiled é’}‘ch with
three semi circular moulding based on the principle of
oversailinig courses, named ‘corbelled arch’. This
ornamental arch rests on two pillars, emerg‘ing out{of
purna-ghatas and beautifully decorated with a number
of mouldings on the top. The panel above the dvarpala
shows a female deity standing in an arched gateway.
Her posture is.also in tribhanga. The panel above this
also shows a female deity standing in tribhanga pose.
The next panel shows the mother godess standing in
the frontal pc;se under a canopy. The 4" panel depicts

a gana or a young dwarfish male dancing under a

canopy. The top most shows the beautiful image of
salabhanjika holding a branch of the blossoming tree.

It may be mentioned in this context that the
dvarapala is holding a shula, or a spear, in his left

hand. It establishes the fact that he is a guardian
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deity, holding a weapon to protect the main deity of
the garbha-graha from all evil-doers. The right hand,
on the other hand, is held in vyakhyana.mudra i.e. in

§
a pose which is adopted by a deity when he delivers a

| sermon to the visitors. It should be borne in mind that

the deity is standing on a full blown lotus,_as was
customary with all the deities during this period. It is,
therefore, absolutely clear that the temple to which
the dvara shakha ofiginally belonged was dedicated to
Vishnu or an incarnation of Vishnu, most probat;ly

Rama, both are essentially one and the same.

SECTION-V
MORE ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES OF ART AND
ARCHITECTURAL OBJECTS FROM A 12™ CENTURY

A.D. HINDU TEMPLE-JUNE 1992

We are now on almost sure grounds that the 12
century Hari Vishnu temple constructed here during
the reign of King Govinda Chandra was destrbyed,
according to the tradition recorded in vario_u.si Indian
and foreign accounts, in the early 16" century, in all

probability by Babur's men. The parts of t_his“‘ternple‘
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which could be gainfully re-used in the structure of the
‘Babur Mosque’ were in fact re-used, such as the black
stone pillars in the piers, some carved blocks of stone
in t‘he-waHs and at least one long piece of stone with
lotus carvings in the vitana, i.e., as a lintel. However,
the parts which could not be u‘sed», becau-.\sé of their
unmanageable shapes, such as the crescent shaped
amalakas with corrugated periphery, or oltt'herwisc-z,
were cast away and dumped in a pit néa»rb'yi .Thése

details of the discovery and some off the ‘an.tiquari‘an

remain may be recounted as under.

On the 18" June 1992, when the ground near the
Ramajanambhumi was being leveled, a most startling

archaeological discovery was made at Ayodhya. At a

| depth of about 12 feet from the ground level near the

Ramajanam .Bhumi temple, towards the south and
beyond ‘the fencing, a big hoard of beautifully carved
buff sandstone pieces was located in a large pit dug :
down below the old top level. The location of the pit is

shown in Appendix I & III.

A careful étudy by a group of eight emi'nen;

archaeologists . and historians found that all these
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objects are architectural members of a Hindu temple

conﬁ"plex of the 12 century A.D.

Thé'group comprised Dr. Y.D. Sharma, former Deputy
Director General, Archaeological Survey of India, Dr.
K.M. Srivastava, former Director, Archaeological
Survey of India, Dr. S.P. Gupta, former Director,
Allahabad Musem, Prof. K.P. Nautiyal, Vice-Chancellor,
Avadh University and former head of the Ancient
History and Archaeology Department, .Garhv!val
University, Prdf. B.R. Grover, former Director, Indian
Council of Historicall Research, ~Shri Devendra Swarup

Agrawal and Dr. Sardindu Mukherji of the Delhi

Universityand Dr. (Mrs.) Sudha Malaiya of Bhopal.

The temple the experts, who visited the site on behalf
of the acadgﬁﬂic organization. ‘The historians Form’,
on the 22" and 3" July 1992, are unanimously of the
view that thé temple, to which these fragments'
belong, is of the developed Nagara style of ancient
temple architecture which was current in northern
India during the later part of the early medieval p’eriod

i.e. the period after 900 A.D. and before 1200 A.D.
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The temples of this style are characterized by a

distinctly imposing shikhara, which is a tall and

tapering spire over the garbha-griha or sanctum

sanctorum, which houses the main deity.

The Shikhara Amaleka: The developed Shikhara is like
a mountain with several tiers of subsidiary shikharas,
rising one above the other and projecting partially
from the main shikhara. The shikharas are crowned
with a very distinctive circular piece of sténe, caH/ed
Emalaka, which is shaped like a cogged whéel, with
head like mouldings along the periphery. It ns SO very
typical of the temples of northern India that nb one in

the world who knows even a little about-th;e Hindu
temples can cast any doubt about its position in the
temple structure. There are two examples of half

amalakas, in the present hoard of objects, evidently

used on the top of the subsidiary shikhras, called

shikharas of karmas, i.e. fring spires.

The Shikhara Jala: The second most significant find is
the curvilinear part of the jala mouldings present on

the Shikharas. It is beautifully decorated with scrolls.
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It also belongs exclusively to the north Indian temples

of tlﬁe period after 900 A.D. since the technique of its

carvinig involves the method of scooping out the areas

around the floral elements so that the art motifs are

formed with surface absolutely plain. It is called

‘stencil’ technique.

The Capital: The third most nor worthy sculptured
piece of stone‘in this collection is a rectangular capital
of a pillar with beautiful mouldiings in the form (of
highly stylized lotus petals arranged as narrow parellel

strips carved in low relief around the capital. .

The cornice: The fourth example of stone sculptures

belongs to the most characteristic members of the

' Nagara style of temples- it is called Chhadya, and in

Hindi chhajja, sun shade, where the straight wall over

the high plinth meets the base of the shikhara. It is

‘carved and shaped like rectangular Manga'lore tiles to

serve not only as a sun -shade but also allow the rain

water to run off quickly and protect the structure. It is

a corner stone of the cornice.
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Floral frieze: There is one frieze of continuous leaf

moulding which decorates one of the top lines of the

high plinth of the temple.

Door jamb: There is one example of a door jamb or
dvarra shakha of the main entrance of the temple. It
is decorated with a meandering floral design, carved

in ‘Stencil’ style.

Images of Vishnu's Incarnations: There is also{é
fragment of a stele embellished with the most
significant sculptures of a number of Vaishnavite gods,
viz. a Chakrapurusha, i.e. a youthful male figure
standing? gracefully at an angle (tribhanga) and

holding vertically in the palm of the right hand the

- characteristic wheel or chakra of Vishnu.

,,,,,,,

Another image is that of Parshurama, sittiﬁg Cross
legged and holding a battle axe in the left hand. Beldw |
him is the image of Balarama, the elder brother of

Krishna, with a:canopy of serpent hoods and having a

wine cup in his hand. Still below him is the image of a
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mother goddess (matri devi), the bestower of all good

luck.

Shis)a Parvati: Besides the above, there arej séveral
other images. One is of Shjva Parvati, a!élo 'called
Umé—Maheshvara. It was found from a shallow mound
called Nala, located some 200 metres away from the
site of the above hoard of art and architectufal pieces.
Though Shiva’s head is now lost, his hand holdmgv a
trishula, trident, is fully intact. Similarly, althoulgh
Parvati's face is not extant, her hand from behind
Shiva's neck is found resting on his right shoulder in
an embracing position. Stylistically, it is also datable

to the 11™ century.

Terracotta Figurines: Art objects of burnt clay
belonging to the earlier periods, such as the Kushana

(1%-3" century) have also been found. These images

belong to various Hindu gods and goddesses.

EXPLORATIONS

From 4™ of July through 18" July 1992, Prof. B.R.

Grover camped at Ayodhya, during the period when
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the ground acquired by the UP Government was being
leveied up. It is during this operation that he came
across towards the east and 'south of the Ramjanam
Bhumi, large floor areas, in the pre-Islamic levels,
which were cérefully paved with burnt bricks. These
places were then systematically exposed and
photographed in situ for permanent record. He located
some brick walls as well, He noticed similar flooring
and also brick lwalls at the so-called ‘janamsthan’
area, across the modern road, built by the British aféer
cutting the Rama Kot mound. The floor covered with
burnt bricks spreads over thousands of square metres,
now largely encircled by the newly cOnstru-cted Rama
Divar. During that period Prof. Grover had released as
many as three reports of his findings to the press
“which prompted the Historians Forum to send two

eminent field archaeologists to examine the reported

discoveries,

FRESH EXCAVATIONS

Huge Brick Walls: on the 22" and 23" of July Dr. K.M.
Srivastava and ‘Dr. S.P. Gupta went to Ayodhya and

scraped the section facing east and also dug at least
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two feet still deepet in a small area along this section.

They discovered a huge burnt brick wall of more than

a dozen course, running along the section and beyond

it. Below this, after a little break, the remains of

another brick wall have been found. At two different
pre-Islamic levels, there are the remains of "brick laid

floors.

Mass Destruction: There are clear cut rﬁarks vof’
massive destruction of the huge wall mentioned abo(ve
since brick debris and large pits have been located
here. Further, there are two hard rahwrhed floors of
Chunam and Kankar, laid one above the other with a
significant break in between but over the level of the
brick wall.

There s, lt;erefore, enough new archaeological
material which conclusively prove' that ﬁrof. B.B. Lal,

the previous "éxcavator of - this site, has beén
repeatedly saying that here at the Ramjanambhumi
there was an impressive structure of 11™M-12™ century
built on pillarslstanding on a series of parallel burnt

brick bases which was destroyed in the early 16"
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Century, in all likelihood the bases carried on them
the same temple pillars which are fixed in the

mosque.

\ " These new archaeological findings also confirm the
views expressgd{ earlier in 1990 by Dr. S.P. Gupta that
the 16 black stone pillars and one piece of door jamb

@.@/ with carvings of gods and goddesses existing in the

so-called ‘Babari Masjid’ structure and also the

adjoining area, belong to a 12" century Hindu temple,

possibly Vaishnavite.

MORE DISCOVERIES

> 39. As the 18" June 11992 is remembered in the history
~of Indian archaeology for the startling discovery of
forty sculptural and architectural pieces of 11%-12%
century Hindu temple at Rama Janambhumi, Ayodhya,
so also t'r'me 6™ December 1992 will be remembered for
a étill more exciting discovery at Janambhumi the 20
line original stone in'scription of the reign' of King
Govinda Chandra when the very temple to which the

aforesaid works of art and architecture bethged. It
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thus sets at rest all controversies surrounding the off-
repeated question whether a Hindu temple had in fact
existed at Janambhumi prior to the coming up of the

so-called Babari Masjid. The evidence is final and

| incontrovertible. Kind Govinda Chandra, the fifth and

most illustrious personage of the Gahadval Dynasty,
who ruled from 1114 to 1154 A.D. over greater part of
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar and successfully‘.defended
jetavana in northern Avadh and _\/aranasi‘f against
repeated attack of the Muslim invaders from :t.he nor{th
west, was the ruler when the temple was buift at the

place where an older temple had by then';bécome

dilapidated.

Significantly, more archaeological vestiges were

~discovered by a team of around 45 eminent historians

and archaeo?vcl)gists drawn from. all over the country.
They assembled at Ayodhya for a 'seminér held on 10-
134 October“1992 to examine for themselves 'm
person the sculptures as well as the site plans and
sections, and also locate any new evidence if they
could  during their ‘exploration-trips.  Shri  R.C.

Agrawala, former Director, Debartment of Archaeology
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and Museums, Government of Rajésthan, Jaipur
discovered the letter ‘Shri’ written in the Nagari script
of 11-12% centﬁry A.D. on a black stone pillar fixed in
thef-left hand outer wall of the main entrance of the
'_disputed structure. Prof. K.V. Raman, head of the
ancient‘ Histbry and Archaeology Department of

Madras University discovered the plinth of the temple

over which the eastern boundary wall of the-‘Babari
Masjid’ was built, Dr. S.R. Rao, Advisor on Marine
Archaeélogy m ‘the Institute of Oceanography, G;>a
discovered a large piece of stone decorated with floral
motifs engraved in stencil style and fixed below the

southern dome on the eastern wall of the structure.

7,
G

SECTION VI
'SOME ANTIQUITIES DISCOVERED ON 6™ DECEMBER
1992 NOW LOCKED UP UNDER MOST UNHEALTHY
CONDITIONS IN CLOSED ROOMS AT RAMA KATHA

KUNJ, AYODHYA

41, Itis gathered,l that more than 250 objects many of

them belonging to ancient temples, were collected by

the Kar Sevaks from the debris of Rama Janambhumi-
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Babari Masjid complex on the 6™ December 1992 and

bodily shifted to a place called Rama Katha Kunj,

“hardly 200 mts from the complex. The Rama Katha

Kunj has a small semi-permanent building with about

half —a- dozen rooms constructed by the VHP for their

own use. Some of these rooms were just the store
rooms, practically closed quarters with very poor light
and ventilation. These objects of stone and metal
were locked by the UP Govt. in a couple of these
‘store rooms’, sometime in the third or fourth week{of
December 1992, where they are still lying threaﬂtened
in terms of their physical. condition- wé a'p:p‘rehend
that unless these are immediately Shiftedg’ to the
properly ventilated and lightéd galleries of‘.é Ipublic
museum, where constant vigil is generally’ képlt on the
Preservation and Conservation of the Exhibit’é, these
invaluable o.t;jects of our natibnal heritage may get
damaged sooner than we can imagine. It is proposed
that these objects are shifted, houséd and displayé'd |
along with forty and odd number of objects c¢ollected
in June 1992 and presented at the Ram Katha
Museum, Ayodhya, functioning under the. direct

control of the Department of Culture, Government of
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Uttar Pradesh. But this is besides' the poiht, even

though in a sense very vital for the nation..

Inscriptions

A stone tablet Vishnu Hari Temple Inscription of 20
line text composed in Sanskrit language and written in
Nagari script of 11%-12" century style. It is securely

dated in the first half of the 12" century A.D.

An eight line fragmentary inscription on a stone pillar,

/

| composed in Sanskrit language and written in Nag'ari

script of 11%-12™ century A.D. it is datable to mid to

late 12" century A.D.

A two line fragmentary Sanskrit inscription engraved

on a stone pillar in Nagari script. It is datable to mid

12" century A:D.

Image
A standing image of Vishnu wearing a long vanamala
highly weathered, engraved on a dvara-shakha or .

door-jamb, datable to 10 century A.D.

A head of Shiva Bhairava with tall jata-juta hair do,
covering the head, wide open eyes and two protruding

teeth, datable to the early 12 century A.D.
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A severely damaged image of a standing deity in
tribhanga pose, possibly Ganesha with a rishi (?) seen

from the back, under a narrative panel raised and

supported by a yaksha. Datable to early 12" century.

A long frieze of garland bearer couples (vidyadharas).

Datable to early 12" century.

A fragmentary frieze of vidyadharas. Datable to early
12" century.

Architectural Pieces

Another dvara-shakha (door-jamb) with four parallel
vertical friezes showing floral motifs. Datable to 12

century with Vishnu Image.

A top stone of the jala decoration of the shikhara
showing floral designs. Cut in stencil té_Chnique.

Datable to 12" century.

A large fragment of the ceiling, bluish dark stone, -
showing meandering creepers with two ‘' human
figures, arranged in concentric rectangles. Datable to

12" century.
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A section of frieze showing flowers and leaves in

“interconnected roundels, with upper and lower borders

of closely placed beads, the bottom has running us.

The deeply cut crevices are found Indiffereh.-tly filled

“with chunam. It is a most telling and convincing

\ )
evidence of the fact that the stones like this were

fixed in the walls of the ‘mosque’ with sculptured face
turned inside the core of the wall. Datable to 127

century.

Some half-a-dozen pillars of buff sandstone with

curved brackets. Datable to 12 century.

Three Smalakas, each of these had topped the karma
shikharas or corner spires of the temple. Daiable to

11%-12"™ century.

« Persian Inscription

There is a large fragment of the Persian inscription
which was once fixed on the top of the main entrance

of the central domed chamber. Datable to early 16"

century.
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Central piece of the ceiling of the dome decorated with
th

fully opened flower and iron chain. Datable to 16

century.

A vitana stone or linte), once found fixed on the main
entrance of the ‘mosque’. It bears lotus motifs of

Hindu sacred symbols. Datable to 11" -12" Century.
A chhadya stone. Datable to 11"-12" century.

/

It is not the exhaustive list of the antiquities found on

the 6™ December from the debris of. the Rama

Janambhumi-Babari Masjid complex. In fact, we just
don’t have it. But this sampling is more than enough
to show that there was at least one or two Hindu

temples in this complex which are broadly datable to

“the period bracketed between 10™ and 12" centuries

A.D., 100 ygﬂars plus or minus ‘a,t each end. These
discoverigs also show that the so-called Babari Masjid
came to the scene at least 400 years later, in-this 16”‘
century. The broken condition of most of the
antiquities also prove that the 12" century *’itemple
suffered violent destruction- we have to look 'bhl'y to

the Shiva panel of the garland-bearing Vidyadhara

!
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frieze or the images of the yakshas and Devakanyas
or the head of Bhairava or the ceiling stone or some of
smalakha, etc to convince ourselves that these were

simply vandalized. If so the question arises as to when

~ the vandalism took place? Who were the people who

willfully mutilated the human figures? Who could
really be interested in doing it? In other wards who

were the iconoclasts?

SUMMARY OF RESULTS - |

43 PLACES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE _IN
FAVOUR OF HINDU_ TEMPLE EXISTING AT RAMA
JANAMBHUMI PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION BABARI
MASID

Like various other sources of history, archaeology may

also play a very important role in decision making

process aimed at solving the question whéther a

Hindu temple,. or else, a Hindu religious 'structure,
existed at tAhe place called '‘Ram Janambhumi-Babari
Masjid Complex’ prior to the building of the so-called
Babari Masjid. Archaeology has to offer at least 43
pieces of evidence to prove that yes, there did exist at
Rama Janambhumi a magnificent Hindu temple s‘ince

at least the 12" century A.D., i.e. around 400 years
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prior to the construction of the so-called Babari Masjid

in the 16™ century A.D.

The inscriptions
The Vishnu-Hari Temple stone inscription composed in
Sanskrit and written in 11-12™ century Nagari script.

It clearly mentions the construction of a Hiﬁdu temple
at Ayodhya during the reign of Govind Chandra Deva

(1114-1154 A.D.) of the Gahadval dynasty.

Two fragmentary inscriptions on a pillar- Sanskrit

language and also 11"-12" century A.D. script.

Letter 'Si’, of the Nagari script of 11"-12" century

engraved on a black stone pillar.

There were 14 black stone pillars fixed in the body

“structure of the so-called ‘Babari Masjid’, each bearing

'

images of Hindu gods and goddesses besides various

sacred faunal, floral and geometkic motifs which are

absolutely non-Islamic. There are two more similar

black stone pillars, fixed upside down in a cultivated
field near a grave yard located some 250 or more

metres from Janambhumi. Two more similar pillars
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have been reported from Cantonment area at

" Faizabad.

THE LINTEL

There was a lintel stone at the main entrance of the
so-called 'Babari Masjid’ which bears the most sacred
Hindu motif—various representations and forms of the

Lotus flower.

The decorative stones

There were two blocks of stone found fixed in the wall
of the disputed structure which show floral r'ﬁotifs cut

and engraved in stencil style, and also mouldings.

Hindu gods and goddesses

- The presence of Devakanyas on the pillars.

The presencg of Ganas on the door jamb.

The presence of a Dvarpala on the door jamb

The presence of Shhalabhanjikas on the door jamb |
The  presence of Matridevi image ;‘)n the
Chakrapurusha stela.

The occurrence of Chakrapurusha on emblem of

Vishnu on the Chakrapurusha stela.
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The occurrence of Parashurama on the Chakrépurusha

stela.

The occurrence of Balaram on the Chakrapurusha

stela.

Theimage of Uma—Maheshvara. |

The image of Yaksha on the black stone pillars and
terracotta.

The image of Nandi in terracotta.

SACRED MOTIFS

The Gahata pallava or sacred foliage overflowing the
sacred water pitcher, on pill‘ars.
The purna ghata on the pillars.
The Kamala flower on the pillars as well the lintel

stone and the chhadya stones.

The Kalpadruma or meandering creeper on the door

jamb and on lata moulding of the shikhara of the

‘temple.

The Malas of flowers and gems on the pillars.

The karanda mukuta on the head of the dvarpala.
The vanamala on the body of the dvarpala.

The Yajnopavita on the body of Chakrapursha
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26) The chakra .‘ of Vishnu in the hands of the
| Chakrapursha.
27) The Parashurama image.
28) TheVishnu image on a door jamb.
29) The image of Sivé Bhairava.
30) The Mansa on lotus depicted on a pillar fixed in the
@% | disputed structure. |
\ 31) The vidyadharas of flying gandharva couples in frieze.
32) The papal leaf in a temple frieze.

33) Standing Ganesha with attendants.

THE ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS OF VAISHNAVA

TEMPLE OF 11™ CENTURY NAGARA STYLE, B

:;g 34) The Karna Emalakas

&

)

b

35) The Jale stones.
36) The Chhadya stones.
37) The Lata stones.

38) The Dvara shakha with three decorated parallel

mouldings.
39) The ceiling stoﬁe decorated with meandering creepers.
40) The running friéze with flowers arranged invroundles.
41) The buff sandstone Stambhas of a Hindu terﬁpie. |

42) The Bhitti mouldings of a Hindu temple.
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The plinth stones

The Adhisthana stone of a Hindu temple on Which ran
below the eastern boundary wall of the so-called

‘Babari Masjid’.

The Vishnu-Hari temple  transcription, Rama

Janambhumi . Ayodhya, discovered on 6.12.93,
Sanskrit Language and Nagari since results of the first
attempt to decipher it period early 12" century A.D.

rating King: Govinda Chandra. ,

//TRUE COPY//
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NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF AS | {™ CENTURY HINDU TEMPLE

AT AYODHYA

On the 18" of June 1992, whén.the grou@ near the Ramajanma Bhumi was being
levelled, a’most startling archaeological discovery was made at Ayodhya. At a depth of
abéut 10 toﬂ 12 feet erm the ground level near the Ramajanma Bhumi temple, towards the
south and beyond the fencing, a big hoard of beautifully carved buff sandstone pieces
was located in a large pit,

A careful study by a group of eight eminent archaeologists and historians found
that all these objects are architectural members of a Hindu temple-complex of the "
century A.D. ~

The group comprised Dr. Y.D. Sharma, former Deputy Director General, Archaeo
logical Survey of India, Dr. K.M. érivasta_va, former Director, Archaeological Survey of
India, Dr. S.P. ‘Gupta, former Director, Allahabad Museum, Prof. K.P. Nautiyal, Vice-
Chancellor, Avadh University and former Head of the Ancient History and Archaeology
Depgrtment, Garhwal University, Prof. B.R. Grover, former Director, Indian Council of

Historical Research, Shri Devendra Swarup Agrawal and Dr. Sardindu Mukherji of the

Delhi University, and Dr. (Mfs.) Sudha Malaya of Bhopal.

eI\ AT

"The Historiaﬁs' Forum", on the gnd and 3rd of July 1992, are unanimously of the view
that the temple, to which these fragments belong, is of the Nagara style of ancient temple
architecture which was current in northern India during the early medieval pei‘iod i.e. the
period after 900 A.D. arid before 1200 A.D. The temples of this style are c}’xal‘z‘ﬁ;terized'by
a distinctly imposing Shikhara, which is a tall and tapering spire over the Garbha-ériha or

sanctum sanctorum, which houses the main deity.

The Shikhara Amalaka: The developed Shikhara is like 2 mountain with several tiers of

subsidiary Shikharas, rising one above the other and projecting partially from the main

Shikhara. The Shikharas are crowned with a very distinctive circular piece of stone,
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called amalaka, which is shaped liké a cogged wheel, with bead-like mouldings along the
periphery. It is so very typical of the tepmles of northern India that no one in the world
who knows even a little about the Hindu temples can cast any doubt about its position in
the temple structure, T:here are two examples of half—aﬁmlakas, evidently used on the top

of the subsidiary Shikhra, called Shikharas of Karnas, i.e. fringe spires.

The Shikhara Jala: The second most significant find is the curvilinear pért of the
Shikharas. It is beautifully decorated with scrolls. It also belongs exclusively t’c:>~the north
Indian temples of the period after 900 A.D. since the technique of its carving iﬁvolyes the
method of scooping out of the areas around the ﬂoral elements so that the am‘-‘r‘nmifs are
framed with surface absolutely plain: It is called 'Stencil' technique the decoraﬁbn lknown
as Jala,

¢

The_Capital: The third most notewér’thy sculptured piece of stone in this collection is a
rectangular capital of a piller with beautiful mouldings in the form of highly stylised lotus

petals arranged as narrow parallel strips carved in low. relief around the capital.

The Cornice: The fourth example of stone sculptures belongs to the most characteristic

member of the Nagara style of temples -it is called Chhadya, and in Hindi Chhajja, sun-

shade, where the straight wall over the high plinth meets the base of the Shikhara. It is
carved and shaped like rectangular Mangalore tiles to serve not only as a sun-shade but
also allow the rain water to run Sff quickly and protect the structure. It is a corner-stone

of the cornice.

Floral frieze: There is one frieze of continuous leaf-moulding which decorates one of the

top lines of the plinth of the temple.

e st et o ek

AY

decorated v/ith a meandering floral design, carved in 'Stencil' style.
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Images of Vishnu's Incarnations: There is also a fragment of a stele embellished with the

most significant sculptures of a number of Vaishnavite gods, viz. a Chakrapurusha, i.e. a

youthful male figure standing gracefully at an angle and holding vertically in the palm of

the right hand the characteristic wheel or Chakra of Vishnu.

s

Another image of Parshurama, sitting cross-legged and holding a battle-axe in the left
hand Below him is the image of Balarama, the elder brother of Krishna, with a canopy of
serpent- hoods and having a wine- cup in his hand Still below him is the image of a

mother godess the bestower of all good luck.

As per the iconographic stipulation, there should have been an image of Dashrathi Rama,
i.e., the son of Dasharatha, above the image of Parshurama, in order to complete the trio
of three Ramas in the full set of ten ‘hearnations of Vishnu. Evidently, the temple to

{

which this stele belongs has necessarily to be a Vaishnabite one.

Shiva-Parvati: Besides the above, there are several other images. One is of Shiva-Parvati,
also called Uma-Maheshvara. It was found at a shallow mound called Nala, located some
200 meters away from the site of the above hoard of art and architectural pieces. Though -
Shiva's head is now lost, his hand holding a Trishula or trident is fully intact. Similarly,
although Parvati's face is not extant, her hand from behind Shiva's neck is found resting
on his right shoulder in an embracing positiqn. Stylistbically, it is also datable to the 11th

e

century.

Terracotta Figurines: Art objects of burnt clay belonging to the earlier periods, such as

the Kushana (1st-3rd century) have also been found. These images belong to gods and'
godesses.

AREA EXPLORATIONS
From 4" July through 18th July 1992, Prof. B.R. Grover camped at Ayodhya, dtiring the
period when the ground acquired by the UP Government was being 16V€;11€d:L‘1p. .It is

during this operation that he came across towards the east and south of the Ramajanma
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Bhumi, large floor-areas, in the pre~l.slamiclevels,. which were carefully paved with burnt
bricks. These places were then systematically exposed and photographed in situ for
permanent record. He located some brick-walls as well. He noticed similar flooring and
also brick-walls at the:so-called Janmasthan area, across the modern road, built by the
Britiéh after cutting the Rama Kotmound. The floor area covered with burnt-bricks
spreads over thousands of square metres now largely encircled by the newly constructed
R;\ma Divar. During that period Prof. Grover had released as many as three reports of his
findings to the press which prompted the Historians' Forﬁm to send two eminent field-

\

archaeologies members to examine the reported discoveries.

FRESH EXCAVATIONS

Huge Brick Walls: On the 22nd and 23rd of July Dr. K.M. Srivastava and Dr. SP Gupta
went to Ayodhya and scraped the section facing east and also dug at least two:f‘eét still
deeper in a small area along this section. They discovered a huge 'bumt-brick wall of
more than a dozen courses running along the section and beyond it. Below thiﬁ, after a
little break, the remains of another brick- wall have been found. At two different pre-

Islamic levels, there are the remains of brick-laid floors.

Mass Destruction: There are clear cut marks of massive destruction of the huge wall

mentioned above since brick-debris and large pits have been located here. Further, there
are two hard rammed floors of Ghunam and Kankar, build one above the other with a

significant break in between but over the destruction layers.

There is therefore, enough new archaeological material which conclusively prolves what
Prof, B.B. Lal, the previous excavator of this site, has been repeatedly saying that here at
the Ramajanma Bhumi there was an impressive structure of the 11th-12th century built
on pillers standing on a series of pa;al_lel burnt-brick bases which was destroyed in the

early 16th century, in all likelihood the bases carried on them the same temple-pillers -

which are fixed in the 'mosque’.
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These new archaeological findings also confirm the views expressed earlier in 1990 by
Dr. S.P. Gupta that the 14 black stone pillers and one piece of door- jamb with carvings
of gods and godessesfexisting in the so-called 'Babri Mosque structure’ and also the

adjoining areas, belong to a I1th century Hindu temple, possibly Vaishnavite.

Muslim Testimony: The new discovery further confirms the claims of all early Muslim

authors, like the grand-daughter of Aurangzeb whose writing was cited in Sahifa-i-

Chihal, Nasaih Bahadur Shahi, Mirza Jan, the author of Hidiga-i- Shahada and a large
number of other 18th, 19th, and 20th century scholars like Shri Abdul Hai, who have

repeatedly mentioned that anciently here, at this 'very site, called 'Janmasthan', there was

an imposing Hindu temple which was destroyed by the Muslims rulers.

Babar’s commands and Mir Bagi's Claim:

Indirectly though, the newly acquired archaeological evidence also equally confirms the
statement made by Mir Bagi in his inscriptions, still found fixed in the structure of the
'mosque’, that at this very place he built a structure for the angels to descend, specifically

-

at the command and permission of Babar.

The Hindu Testimony: And finally, it lends full support to a long standing Hindu
tradition of the Valmiki's Ramayana, the Vishnu and other Puranas and a host of other
works of the Sikhs, Jainas and Buddhists as well as the Sanskrit classics like Kalidasa's
Raghuvamsham, according to which for thousands of years this ancient settlement with
Rama Kota was occupied and reoccupied following desertions and desfructions, the story
of which has, however, been recollected in two important monographs, one is entitled

Ayodhya by Hans Bakker and the other is Ram Janmabhoomi vs. Babri Masjid by
Koenraad Elst.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CONTROVERSY

The Role of Babar and Mir Bagi: The so-called 'Babri Mosque' was built in 1528 AD.

The Babarnama, Babar's diary of everyday events and autobiography, mentions that on

March 28 in the year 1528 Babar came to Ayodhya, called 'Oudh’ in those days, and
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camped on the river-side of a tributary of the Saryu, flowing near the township: Here he
stayed for a few days, till April 2nd, 1528, after defeating the then Afghan ruler of this
place who had rebelled against him. He may have stayed longer, but no one knows -
exactly how long since the original pages of his hand-written diary pertaining to the
period between April 2nd and Sept. 18 of 1528, were lost in a storm that overtook Babar's

tents in 1529.

After Aurangzeb: The successors of Babar continued to rule over this place till the early
18th century. After Aurangzeb's death (1707 AD), the territories of Awadh were marked.
by lawlessness. During the reign of the Mughal Emperor Md. Shah and the tenure of the
govemorshivp of Burhan-un-Mulk Saadat Ali Khan, a serious riot took place between the
Hindus and the Muslims (1735 AD), the former claiming their right over Ramajanma

Bhumi. This is the earliest judicial reference available in this regard so far.

What the Europeans Saw and Wrote?; In 1767 itself, a Jesuit missionary, Joseph
Tieffenthaler, who stayed at Ayodhya for a number of days and left behind his account
written in Latin, found that in spite of the Mughal Kings' efforts to prevent them, the
Hindus had re-occupied the courtyard, raised a 'Rama Chabutara' thereon and worshiped
there as well as under the domed structure. More details are available in the accounts of

Montgomery Martin, Edward Thorn- ton, P. Carnegy and others,

Serious Riots: In 1855 once again a big clash took place in which scores of 'men were

_killed; such riots and killings never subsided: there are several historical, judicial and

revenue records to prove their occurrences.

During the British Raj: After the establishment of the British rule in Avadh in 1856, the
battle for Jamﬁabhumi was primarily fought in the courts of Law. How- ever, in 1934 a
very serious riot took place in wﬁ'ich the domes were destroyed to a very large extent.
After this, it is common knowledge the authorities repaired the structure and closed it

down for both the communities, which was vacated in favour of the Hindus, step by step,
after 1949.

. New Evidence: In continuation of its earlier efforts, the Historians' Forum feels happy to

place in the hands of the public and the government this new uncontrovertible

archaeological evidence which proves that there did exist at this very site a magnificient

‘temple, since at least the 11th century, which was destroyed to build a mosque-like

structure over the debris of the temple.
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JOINT STATEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGISTS AND HIS"I‘ORIA'.N‘S- FROM

SEVENTEEN UNIVERSITIES RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS - AND

DEPARTMENTS OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND MUS‘EUMS OF __STATE

GOVERNMENTS

We 'the undersigned archaeologists and historians from various universities, research
institutions and Departments of archaeology and museums of State Governments take
thlS oppormmty of issuing the following joint statement after visiting the Ramajanma
Bhumi and other archaeological sites: and monuments and examining personally from the

i

10" October 1992 to 13" October 1992 the art and Architectural pieces discovered on the

®

0 18" June 1992, as well as various other antiquarian remains discovered at Ayodhya
earlier and subsequently to this date, many of which are in the collection of the

Ramakatha Sangrahalaya, Ayodhya, Avadh University, Faizabad, and private persons.

!

Black stone pillars

We also feel that the following elemerits of the Ramajanma Bhumi — Babari
Mosque structure, undoubtedly belong to a Vaishnava temple datable to the period
between the 10" and 12" centuries A.D.: (A) the fourteen black stone pillars, empllished
with yaksha images and floral and faunal motifs fixed in the Ramajanma Bhumi Babari
Masijid structure, (B) one buff sandstone slab. with lotus decoration laid horizontally

f‘:&‘; above the main entrance forming its lintel, (C) a block of stone with a floral design
sculptured in ‘stencil’ technique and (d) the blocks of buff sand stone with mouldings,
now fixed in the walls of the mosque. The pillars appear to belong to different parts of
the temple—corople,x and hence they exhibit different combinations of decorative designs,
but stylfstically all of them belongjllto one and the same art style fixing their chronology to
the same period of time.

New discoveries:

The 18" June 1992 collection of buff sandstone art and architectural pieces (many of
which bear traces of vandalism), now exhibited in the Rama-katha Sangrahalaya,
Ayodhyam belong to a temple complex of Nagara style which was most popular in
northern India during the relevant period. T his is conclusively proved by the presence of
such typical and exclusive architectural elements as the amalakas of the karna-shikharas,
the jala latas, the chhadya or cornice stone ete. There is a fragmentary image of Vishnu

with chakrapurusha and dashavastara panel with the figures of Parashurama, Balarama
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and Matridevi. Iconographically and s‘tylisticallly, the image undoubtedly belongs to the
10— 12" century A.D.

Sections:
We have closely examined the sections facing south and the east, still lying fully exposed

at the Ramajanma Bhumi site. We have tallied them with the drawings of the sections,
plans and site map. The section facing south shows the presence of a huge pit sealed by a
flooring. We have examined an Islamic glazed were shard with blue floral painting done
on pixik{sh white background, which formed part of the pit debris marked by the presence
of dozens of buff sandstone art and architectural pieces. This shared is datable to the 15-
16" century A.D. we have also examined the pottery found in the debris lying
immediately above the sealing floor. It includes red and grey ware pots with types like
bowls with ‘knife-edge’, grey cooking vessels with sharp ledge etc. these. pbttery pieces
are datable to the medieval period. - In our most considered opinion the temple to which
the sculptural pieces belong and the pit in which these objects were found buried, as is
clear from the photograph taken at the time of the discovery, speak most eloquently of the
act of vandalism in which the temple was destroyed and the unused stones dumped in the

1l

abovesaid pit.

ection facing east:

fr A AL

The section facing east supplements and also enlarges the scope of the story of the
section facing south. It has the remains of the same tloor which sealed the pit seen in the
section facing south. It has also two large pits. In addition, it has a long Kushana period
(1’"-3rd century A.D.) brick wall of more than a dozen course running in north-south
direction. There are also two floors, one more wall brick flooring. An extensive brick-
flooring was earlier reported from this site by Prof. B.R. Grover.

Terracotta Figurines:

We have also examined a numbet”of terracotta figurines of gods and goddesses found at

Ramajanma Bhumi. These are also datable to the Kushana period. It is possible that here

at this very site there existed a brick temple of the Kushana or early post-Kushaha period.

The Uma-Maheshvara image:

There is a buff sandstone image of Uma-Maheshvara in the Rama-Katha Museum,
Ayodhya, which was discovered in June 1992 from a nearby mound called ‘Nala Tila’,

when a new road was being constructed through this mound. Stylistically, it also belongs

to the period between the 10" and 12" centuries A.D.




/]2

Pillars near the graveyard:

During the course of our stay at Ayodhya we also examined two other black stone pillars.
fixed upside down in ‘a cultivated field some 250 meters from the Ramajanma Bhumi
temple. The floral and faunal decorations on them are absolutely of the same style as the

motifs carved on the fourteen pillars existing in the Ramajanma Bhumi temple complex.

l.\ )
Door jamb:

The same observation holds good in regard to a door-jalﬁb of black-stone disblaying the
image of a dwara-pala or door-keeper wearing a karanda mukuta on the' head, and a
venamala in the neck. The door-jamb is further decorated with the images of deva-
kanyas or nymphs and ganas or dwarfish figures, besides floral motifs in running friezes.

This door jamb is presently located in the compound of the new J anmasthana.

Palaeographic evidence:

{
On the 10" October 1992 we discovered the existence of letier ¢si’ inscribed on the top of
the right hand outer pillar of the main entrance of the so-called Babari mosque. This type
of letter ‘si’ occurs in the inscriptions of the period between the 10" and 12" centuries
A.D.

Architectural evidence in situ

The so-believed Varsha in the so-called Babari mosque has been re-examined by
us and we are of the opinion that this may be the remains of the plinth of the temple
which was destroyed.

All these art and architeqt'u'r‘al'pieces when seen, in the light of the pillar bases
found by Prof. B.B. Lal as seer: in the published photograph of the trench dug on the
south of the boundary wall of the Ramajanma Bhumi complex clearly establish the fact
that a very impressive Vaishnava temple of the 10M-12" century A.D. existed at this very

site which was subsequently demolished in the 16" century A.D.

Suggested further work:

During our stay at Ayodhya we also visited Kuber Tila, Rama Kot, Nal and Neel mounds
ete. The environs of Ayodhya dotted with several mounds call for a proper survey and in
our most considered opinion large-scale explorations and excavations of ancient sites in
and around the township of Ayodhya should be undertaken on a priority basis, so that wé

may be able to present to the people of our country the saga of ancient Ayodhya.
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INDIAN HISTORY AND CULTURE SOCIETY, NEW DELHI
(Workshop Semina;: 10"-13" October, 1992: Ayodhya)
Resolution -1
We, the folloWing archaeologists, historians, epigraphists and scholars of allied
disciplines participating in the workshop on ‘Ayodhya in History and Archaeology’, took
the opportunity of visiting the Rama Janma Bhumi site and examining it at close quarters.
’Iil\u'e team did it 'in the special reference to the “leveling operations” conducted by the

Uttar Pradesh Government in June-1992 in the context of the present issue of the
existence.or otherwise of the temple prior to the coming up of the present étructure and
_the temple’s destruction in the 16" Century‘A.D.
" The site was visited on the 10" of October, 1992 and after examining the pits,
‘robbers’ trenches’, the secﬁons facing East and South, and after studying the pottery still
{
in situ and other finds from th¢ site kept in the ‘Ram Katha Sangrahalay’, we have come t
the conclusion that a ‘Vaishnav Temple’ did exist here and its date can be securely fixed
between the 10™ and 12" Centuries A.D the ‘robbers’ trenches’ clearly indicate not only
the destruction of the structures, but also the removal of some of the architectural pieces
from the site.

On an examination of the available black stone pillars in the so-called Babri
Mosque, we are convinced that they also belong to the same period. This dating 1s
further corroborated by two other pieces of evidence: one, the letter *si’ inscribed on the
, o
top of the right hand oute\r pillar of the entrance facing east first noticed on the 1o
October, 1992. Two, an atchitectural member above the main entrancé of th¢ so-called

Babri Mosque arch which contains lotus designs and matches well with the architectural

members found in the recent clearance operations of June-1992 and kept in the

Sangrahalay. In this context, it has been noticed that the letter ‘si’ found on the

blackstone pillar occurs in the Garhwal Copper Plate inscription of 10M-12 centpfy A.D.
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In the light of the above, we appeal to all the contending Parties in the Rama
Janma Bhumi controversy that they should accept the undisputable archaeological
evidence with grace.

Resolution -2
We Ialso examined the hpge pit present in the section facing south and found that its
sealing floor is of the 16" century A.D. and that it is in this pit a large number of art and
a;\chitectural piecés of 11" century A.D. and a huge quantity of pottery, includi‘ng Islamic
glazed =ware shér,ds of the 15™M-16" century A.D. have been found.

Taking into account the style of the sculptures, architectural members, etc., as well as the

N

g
G

W black stone pillars in the so-called Babri Mosque which carry ‘Ghat Pallava’ niétifs, etc.,

B

we have come to the conclusion that a temple of the 10M-12" century A.D. ex’fsied here
and it was subsequently destroyed in the 16" century A.D.

{
We endorse the ﬁndingé of the excavators like Prof../-\.K. Narain, Prof. B.B. Lal, Prof.
K.P. Nautiyal, Dr. Y.D. Sharma, Dr. K.M. Srivastava, Dr. S.P. Gupta and the dates

assigned by them to the various strata and art and architectural pieces on stylistic

grounds, palaeographical evidence and ceramic findings.

Sd/-
(Dr. S.P. Gupta)
Organizing Secretary
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FOREWORD

tis a great pleasure and pride that the Second Volume of the Catalogue of
‘Historical:Documents in the Kapad-dwara, Jaipur, is ready. :

|-have, for some time now, been contemplating to get the maps and plans,
lying in collectionin the Kapad-dwara, listed as a descriptive catalogue for
the use of the scholars engaged in historical researches. ‘

The collection consists of Religious cartographs, Survey-maps, Plans of
battlefields and architectural drawings. ‘

" _s:T;hepr}e‘iimi'na'ry plans prepared for laying out the Jaipur City and environs as
.also those of the buildings of the City Palace areas are of great interest.

The survey maps throw light on the important places where the rulers of
Amber were posted during the Mughal regime. These also denote the
interest of those rulers in collecting topographical information.

~

_ The Religious Cartographs speak of their deep devotion to religion. These
-are also helpful in studying the geography of the Puranas. A few maps
‘explain - Sawai Jai'Singh’s ardentinterest in astronomical pursuits and the

instruments manufactured for him..

. | would like to congratulate Shri Gopal Narayan Bahura and Dr. (Mrs.)

¢ Chandramani Singh, for undertaking and completing this work with great
ability which, | am sure, willbe deeply appreciated by scholars and those
who are interested in the study of these histarical documents.

«! take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to them and those who
~“haye assisted them in this undertaking and hope that the publication of
these documents will prove useful to the coming generation.

ik
t

< ,

Sawai Bhawani Singh of Jaipur MVC
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Chahar bagh, Jalalabad, All burz, cannon,
Altmosque, Jamrot{Jamrud), layachipur,
Kohat and the haltling place of Akbar's
carvan, (Fig. 50)

Map of Borada, on paper, 18th Century;
size : 127 % 80 ¢m.; badly damaged,

The fort of Borada including palaces,
ponds and gardens; the map is drawn in
bold lines and Is painled in warm colours,

. acquired through Dhaibhal Lalaram,

‘Map-of Dhaula Danta, on paper and past-

ed on cotton fabricylate 18th Century (?);
slze ¢ 61% 45 cm.; badly damaged.

s a p‘élnted sketch In faded colours.:

Map:of the fort at Baswa, It is acopy of
no. 169, size: 98x60.7 cm.. slightly
damaged.

Plan of hammam (bath) In black ink, on
paper, pasted on cotton; second quarter
of the 18th Century; size : 33 x 21 ¢m.

. Map of Ayodhya, painted on white cotton

fabilc;  early 18th Century;
213x 178 cm. -
The map::was acquired through a Swami

of Ayodhya ataprice of Rs.5/-, This
kind of maps were made for pllgrims and

size:

were presented to kings and nobles by
saints,

Important religlous places are
depicted prominently, for  example -~
Ghakratlrth, Devi of Ayodhya, Bharat-
kund, gufa of Bharatjfi, palaces of
Dashrath, Kalpavriksha, Janaki kund,
seat of Swaml Raghodas, Sumeru Parvat,
Jaunpur town 40 kos from Ayodhya,
Vibhishan pol, Chauki of Angad, Chaukl

of Sugrlva, Palshahi glla, Lakshman kund,

Saptasagar where Sri Ram left for his
heavenly abode, Gorakhpur 40 kos from
Ayodhya, river Tilottama, Mahavidya-
kund where Sri Ram took lessons,
Janmasthan (birth-place) of Srl Ram,
Agni-kund where Sita entered into fire,
Vairagpur, Hanuman-kund, Apsara-kund,
Ramdwara, Ramghat ,and the rlver
Sarayu,

180.

181,
182,

183.

184.

185.

]]%0

@qu . \b

Map of Delhi, painted on paper; Ca, 18)0
slze 1 176 % 113 em ; slightly demaged.

Itshows the followlng places—Salim garh,
Nigambodh, Bazar, house of Mir Atash,
Buland bagh, bungalow of Qiladar, Lahori
gate, Jaleb Chowk, nagqarkhana, Civil
Court, Kashmiri katla, haveli of Ghazi-
uddin Khan, Chowk of Sadulla Khan,
Atshmahal, Sirehdeorhi, Nan-mohalla,
Diwan-l-am, Chowkikhana, Patarkhana,
Mehtab bagh, bungalows of Shahzadas,
Bengali burz, Diwan-khana of Jawan-
bakhta Khan, Sawan-bhadwa, Hammam,
Diwan-I-Khas, Tasbirkhana (piciure store),
Chowkikhana of the enuchs, Musammam
Burz, Mubarak Mahal, Azad burz, bagh of
Azad burz, Dilkusha and Rajghat. Itis
Interesting 1o note that some names
corresponding 10 these are foind in the
palaces of Jaipur also,

Map of Sanganer, completed on Jyestha
budl 3, 1857, VS (A.D.1800), painted
on paper, pasted on cloth; size : 62.5%x 44
cm.; damaged,

Cannons are shown placed on the ram-
part of the town, which indicates that the
map was prepared for military operatinos.

A printed description of the new land -

‘America, printed in 1727 in French,

Plan of Kashi showlng land of Raja
Todarmal,
17th.Century; size : 161x 101 cm,; possi-
bly the plan was prepared in Varanasi or
in the adjacent area because the script of
the noles shows close alfinity with Kaithi
script of this reglon.

Important spots in the plan are - the land
of Raja Todarmal, Adl Vishweshwar -
land and the lane, well, Shardanandj,
well for ladles and the Jand (selected) for
new temple of Vishweshwarjl,

Patnted cartograph of Bundl; 17th
Century; Bundislyle: size: 134 x86 cm.:
damaged,

Map of Prayag, on paper with black ink:
first quarter of the 18th Century; size:
91x87 em,

1A
\0\

“on paper pasted on cloth:.

-
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liese Puras, Wown-planning which he wsed with much profit in laying et B
foundation of his oew capital in 1727 A1, '
A question now arises hereas 10 where from Jai Singh had acquired ‘

1ands on which he had laid the foundation of Biis various Puras.

.

. o oy . '
of acquisitiog ware mamiy thres s first soures eontd by

[

e
\

The source

the j
3 received from the Mughal cn‘sgv:;mgk
for instance, a parwana of 25th Rabius-Sani 15t regnal year of Tahadur Shaky
(3rd July, 1708) tells us that Jaj Siugh received jugir worth 33 lakh dams 1u‘»
pargana Mominaba r.jw(_“«"“r}'_gd;f.ban).‘ Another parwana of 27(h Rabi-ubkAwwal, 7%
4ih rcg_uz‘:\ year of Shah Alam (4th May, 1711 informs us that Jai Singh \'.'33‘_}‘.
again granted jagir in the same pargand worth more  than 3 crore dams.® Al
chakoama of 2nd Rajab, 1129 A, H. (st June, 1717) tells

o e b e

difierent part, of the country which

Py

garden, a Pura etc”® Nearly three  months af(erwards Jai Singh again
received Jagir worlh one crore and sixty lakh dams in pargana Muhammad- v

p‘\x_gipms_qﬂtgy_nwlﬁﬁﬁa.7 Sull another parwana of the same year, dated 17t
Shawwal, Blth regnal year of Farrukhsiyar (13th Semptember, 1717, tells us '7
that Sawai Jai Singh received a jagir of 19,687 dams in Ujjain “far inhabi

ting a new Pura” which shows that a Pura was @)

ready there in existence
Next year Iirﬂipdgp_gy_ and Bishanpura, pargana Haveli Islumabud, were
granted in jagir 1o Sawai Jai Singh by a parwana dated 19th Jamadi-ul-anewal,
6h regnal year of Farrukhsiyar (2pd April, 1718). This parwapa iy also
significant 8$ it reveals that Jai Singh's father Bishan Singh had already

founded a Pura on his name called Bishappura in parpana Haveli, Ishamabad,

that is, Matheia® The Muharaja received avother strp of Jand worth

74,600 dams in loam inthe 20d regnal year of the pext Mughal.einperor
Mubammad Shah. (Parwana dated 241h Jamadi ulawwal, mﬁ March,
IRRAV RS
' Another solrce of acguirement was by transfer of land from
Mugha) grantees 10 Maharaia Jai Singh, for instance, the jagir of Moming
bad (Brindaban) yielding an income of 1,75,500 dams was transferred fram
Syed Khan 10 Spwai Jui Sioghdt Four years luter another jugh worth
10,11,000 in pargand Gaya was transferred from the same graptee to
Jai Singh vide parwané dated 250 Safar, 1Cth regoal year of Mohammad
Shah (£th September, 1729312, A year later a stil) bigger Jagit worth 32 Jakh

* dams in pargana Mominabad was tramsferred from Zafar Quli Khonto the

Maharajal® A few more instances of the transfer of land from Mughal
grantees 10 Jai Singh may be added. The Mabaraje abained the Zamindan
of a number of parganas by offering o ‘peshkash’, Thus he secured the

e
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de Mahomcr & ayancen horreur les gen~’
osquée accol npagnée: de dcu‘( obélis-

Se;remp }accr “par-une. n
usgu'au fouvenirde Ia fupcrﬂmon IndFuc. Une autre niofquée:

ol contigné & ccllc Iversle Levant, -
adoari ¢ft un ¢difice biti en long par I\jpbalmy, un Indou ci-
i gouvcmcnr (pmpra(or) de cette provmcc ()
it fameux particuligrement, ¢ft celi jqu'on appelle Sitha raf~
2 table ie Sitha, femme: dc Ram. Ce Ifcu ch attenant 4 la ville,
: fiir tine mecncc de. tcrrc. : oo

vrmg'r. ¢ ol it dun

{Douze de ces colonnes
nt Ies arcades mrcrlcu'cs dela Momuéc* deux (de ces 12) font
v cloftre. _Lc< deux avtres font pastie du tombeay d'un cer-

‘raconte que ¢ colorines, o phitot ccg débris de colonnesar-
25 ont & ':ppo ndesde 1lc de Lanca ou Selendip (appelée Cr_y-

nom=
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LA PROVI C DOUDF

Bediy ceftd dire, Ie bercean, fLa na»!’on en eft, quil y avoir autrefois
ne maifon od Bej‘c/mn niquiten fc prodmfam fous Ja fgure de Rumi, & olt, 5
: ‘f.mtnuﬂ' nés, dit- on; fes troi !rcrcs,, ans la func Aureng{rbe ou ﬁ)on d'aus

' ‘rcs, Bébor, fit rafer e licu: afind'¢ drer'ux gentils Poccufion d'y protiquer leurs
fuperfht ons; néanmoins ils rendent encore un culte fupcrﬂmcux ) Pun & Pautre

cndroxt favonr Y cclux ou ctou N man!’n‘{mmlc de Rum, enen Tafant wrois oxs[ :

tour, proﬂuncs pnr rcrrc7 Lix deux eng roxtsfonumour;s dune arille bally
. ".\rmcdc créncaux,  On entre dans I av.m(faﬂc. par une porte bulle cinerée.yr

.

“Pas Joia de 1 et un cndr'oxt ot l’on cnufu des graing de riz noics conveitis \
£n pe.mcs pacrres, que l'on dit étre cachés fous terre depuis le tems de Ram,

: _ Le 24 du mois Tflx(: un grand concours. de peuple célebraici le jour de
‘naillance de Ram fi fameux dans Pinde cnmrc&) ' :

Cette valle ville eft dloignée d'un mille de Bangla, 3 VER vers ITE.N,E. 8
enforte que fa latitude aum fera plus gr#ndc d'une minute cnnronquc collede
Bangla, - : ' 1‘ ‘ ‘
.. La forsercc conftruite ea quarré, ﬂfcfur!c bord' élc\" du fleuve, ot m ,

nic de tours rondc'- & baffes.  Les murs dnt befoin de réparacion.  Llie e d
garmu d'habicans & point en drivde déRnfe, Autrelols Ies Gouvernours de’

A

Province y avoent leur réfidencer Lﬁndar&/mn effrayd par un manvais augurc'
transﬂraf& B.znnla. Avjourd'hui i eft décruite de fond en comble.

Dcpms P'endroit ol font plantés les' canons, jusqu's Owde; par l'efpace de
5 milles, lc Gagra prend fon cours vers FER, fuifantun double coude, 'un pris
«deTa partic occidencale dela ville, Pautred,peu de diflance de livas Mueit; fe
-~ aepliant dielyvers e N VESLE, lb‘mn'-hn le 2 POuzlly apris quai i retourne
©versVER, prozhe delaparie fepeentrionale. Maisil change foncours s rcsqm cous’ "

- péslus annces, Son it eft égal (en Jargeur) & celui du Danube prosde b ciradelle
. C d'In
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i
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LA PROVINCE »OUDE s

, mais Je volume de fes caux q(‘J{moindrc. Dans la fifon
, ¢ au large; tellement quedans quelgues endroits fo largens,
illede demi, R

ngla ow Fefabad a éxé fondée par Sddarkian , aprés qu'il eur abandonnd 11
&0ide.  Originaire de la Pesfe, itfue, il y a phis de 4o ans, Gouverneur d

k *catte provinces il bititun palais (4), planta un jardin lulmirab?r:, dans le gout
* Perfan, & éeablicici fa sifidence.  Peud peu cee endrbit devint une ville, qui
- a plus d'un mille en Jongueur, '

- Le Gouverncur aucl, petic fils de cclui- 13, 2 otné la ville de pluficurs biti-

- mens.& jerdins, apsti ou'en 1765 Jes Anglois Ta lui curent rendue avee toure 1
' ﬁ;@\‘i;\gc; it a.2uffi agurandi la place du march: qui éto'l;t ¢i - devant étroite,
~amupi la fortercfle dun foflé, de tours rondes & d'in Fempare, en forte que
fdrtc{populbﬂo:i ena fit une ville d'one trts grande enctinte,  La latitude péo=

- graphique e cetee place, obfurvée en 1767, s'eht troﬁv“‘éc de a6t 29l
. Goprargath vt un endroit plancé darbres tonflus, Yun mille de Bangly, fur
arive Sud du Gugra. 1 et affis furunc colline peu rn;iidc, & muni de petites
" zoursde terre aux quatre cids, On voit au milicu un ::rou foliteerain, couvert
: d'unc coupalc de grandeor médiocre. Tout aupris cftud arbre Tamarinicrhaut
“& égé. Un portique régne 3 Pentour, * On ditque Rafi; apits avoir vaincu Je
{ Cé'ah‘t’ﬂqub'n & {tre revenu de Lanka, eft 'def'ccnduddligs,‘ ette foffe & y adisparu:
1 vient qu'on a donné 2 Pendroit le nom de Gouptar, qui fignifie: Départ
Yourlesairs. Vousavez done Ja unce Defeente aux enfers, de mime que Yous
avierd Ovdo v < Wontée au cicl. On pourra fe fuire par Ja figure une idée dulo-

ol & de fe Tucz de cot endroit, ) o

Lec Gugra fuitici deux covdesen fe divifant &n deox bras: lun, le nlus grand,

- * prend fon cours vers e Nord - efty Vavere, Je plus pesit, coule vers Bangla, 1%
B ' R
S () C'eft ce pit s any denne que repréfente la Planche NV Lon. g, .
(8 Voyer T B be XUV, ol Galy oft une faute déeriture de Poriginal. .
" .
v . )
) . :

|
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LA movmcr vOUDE

re ﬁ»r cctrc pbcc une mosquée avcc deux haves minarers; un auzre b mnunr, v
couvcr( d'une. coupole & fervant de tombeau & un mahon.¢ten a (K biti lue la
mémc colline: T réfidence de Latfchmann a éié ralte.

Ia lunvucm de cecee ville, depuis Rerdlgans au Sud jusqud [fagans au’\’Ord"f. v
eft dun mille & demi; la Jargeur, de C/w.iuoan.c ou du chant au C ‘ouchant, elt-
d'un mille & av del. - Le circuit entier eﬂ Qenviron gmilles.  Laville n'a point-*

de murs, comme Adjudea & Bungla. Ellea un grand nombre ds maifons de

* ., briguc; mals hplup’\r; font de lnmon, couvertes de tuiles, firudes fur dey émis -
ncncﬁs deterrc Lparﬁﬁ cd& M, La plus gr.mdc partie de b ville, sérend vers

PER, & cltaffife fur vinlicw élevé; Ja phus petite cft dans un fond, Les rucs font
éuroites & puantes, parce que Jes gens du paysont colitume de jutvr tours s Jesinie
mondmcs dans les rues,  Llindgolicé du tcmm elbcaufe quion n2 peuc miarchee
dans cerreryille que par des-dirours, co montant, e defeendant, :
‘Le pnuc:pal ¢difice eft fans contredic celui queVon nomme e palifs guintu.
ple (b), firvé 3 une petiee diltance du bord méridional du Geenni,
Llcw, confireit en forme co chiresu, muni de murs & de by

faren e

sstours. 1

vng

(iy Curte dernidre pronomiztion quit & tiuanet feaem pir un fortenent’,
len latin, me paroit ére hmeillew ¢, pac plufieursindudlions; nul
Les Anglais Ceriventy Lutucw, Lukuonr, &, Cete ville eft eepeits
(k) Voyee-da Planche XV n. 1, |
|
i




racts from the book
‘gription Higtorical and Geographical of India'

*rather Joeaph Mlaffanthaler

: i and
M. Anquetil Du Perron

in the year 1786

\,

———

gqgwg THE PROVINCE OF AUDH

——

“ . Among. the cities of this province, Avad (Audh) and wi
A.LakhnoQﬂare two of the‘principle citieﬁ and being very B
anoient merit a particular mention.

. Avad called ajodhya, by the Hindu-Scholars, 18
; very very ancient. Mosf of the houses are made of mnd

covered with straw or by Htle; many are howevar in brick.» e

“The prlncipal road (Rajpath) runs from south to North and is
' around one mile long, The breadth of the city is. less. 'i
t The eastarn part is on one hill of sand, the game as tha nortba’
part. '
‘Today (in 1786) this city is not that populated sincé
‘the foundation of Bangla and Pesabad, the new city wherse tﬁa“
Govarnof has established his residence amd’}here a number:ofﬁu
peoﬁle the hapitants of Audh have re-established themsel#es.vg
* Onthe river Sugl,(oi the Deva) different type of
buildipgs can be seen which have’geen constructed by the

inhabitants in memory of Ram.
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peror Aurangjeb got to demoliah the fortress called

‘:as Ramkot ‘and: got construc‘ced 2 Mohemaéan temle at the same

cupy he' :ite of the- fortrass. Twelve of these columns carr

%#;hat fragments of ‘these columns artistically worked !

ing- 0f monkeys.

37
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plei kayéryanamiatyéltshpm%aremade(
e of thern however made of bricks. The main
oth The widihol thely lsa bt lss. L westen
northern part is of greater heightand towards Beniglaiti

ay thé dlated since the foundation of-ﬁg_nglgyor}?aiubad, the new city

- where the Governer established his sidence and where a lot of people higrated. On the southern
! iver, there aredifferent buildings constructed by the elite inmemory of Rama from

jsone called Swargadwarai.e. the celestial temple because they say
Ky all the inhabitant of the city Wwhich reminds of the ascension

hen Qiﬁp}g}gly deserted was repopulated and rebuilt by Vikramaditya the - "

uilt on the high bank of the fiver, but Aurangzeb, always eager 10
d hating the pagan people, destroyed it and replaced it witha

e eligion of
wih two obelisquesin

adjacent to this towards the Easl.

L | ,} I\jeartheSWaxgadxx{ariSalongledi‘ﬁceconstmctedby Naval Raia Hindu who was the Lieutinent
 ofthe governer of that province. - :

o110 abolish the Indian superstition. Another mosque built by the e

i "”"’;B'u‘tane&éﬁ’rﬁof’efarﬁou@lé&istheonecalledSitaKiRasoii.e.theTableofSitalhewife‘ofRama. o

This place s adjacent to the city atthe centre on 2 higher ground.

I The emperor ‘A'urarfgzab‘dé's'troyed the fortress called Ramkot and built at the same place a )

,.h4oh;aygixﬁedah;;§mpleWigb:threg domes. Others say it has been built by Babar, One can see 14 columns i
.+ “madeof black stone 5 spans in height-which occupy the site of the fortress. 12'0f these columns now.

" “Two others from part of the tomb of a certain moor. It is said that these columns, or rather the pieces
of columns, which beer carvings by craftsman have been brought from the Lanka or Selendip island
calléd Ceylon b the Europears by Hanuman the King of monkeys: ,

i .;i\Ohthelé_ff’bnecansceasqparfe‘box,elevatedfiveinchesabovethegroundcoveredlwithlimesvlone\

1t the inside arcades of the mosque. Two out of these twelve are placed at the door of thecloister. . %

approximately 5 aunesh long and4 aunesh wide, The Hindus call it Bedi which means & crib. The: .

yeasonis that here existed formerly a house in which Beschan (Vishnu) took birthin the formof Rama_
and where t is said his three brothers wete also born. Subsequently Aurangzeb and some say Babar * -

*destroyed the palce in orderto prevent the hea thens from pracitisin‘gftheif ceremonies. Howeverthey’ .-

have continued to practise their teligious ceremonies in both the places knowing this to have been the -
* birth place of Rama by going around it three times and prostratingon the ground. The two areas are

 surrounded by alow crehelled wall. One ean enter the front room through a small door in the middle. o

Not far from here there is a place where people dig out grains of black rice turned into small
stones which the prople say have been bying hidden underneath the earth from the days of Rama.

”" * On the 24th of the month of chait a great gathering of prople takes place here to celebrate the
1 birthday of Rama and this fair is famous all-over India.
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MHA may please refer 10 their UO No.
71016/21/2005-Ay.  Dated ~ October 29 2008
forwarding therewith a scanned copy of a French
document produced before the Special Bench of the
Allahabad High Court at Lucknow.

2 As desired, ‘word to word and page to0 page
English translation of the document is enclosed along
with: the original scanned Copy of the French

document.
b
(T.Jkaﬁi/t'ha)
Assistant Director
MHA Shri V.K.Baweia, Director NI
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HlSTORICAL AND:GEOGRAPH!CAL
DESCRIPTION

OF INDIA,
THREE VOLUMES, ENRICHED WITH 68 MAPS
AND OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS:
1. The Geography of Hindustan, written in Latin, in the same country

FATHER JOSEPH TIEFFENTHALER
_ Jesuit and Apostolic Millionaire in India.
N\ 2. Some historical and chronological Research on India and the Description
of the flow of the Ganges and the Gagra with a big map
by
Mr. ANQUETIL DU PERRON

d the King’s interpreter in oriental languages,

PRESENTEDN

de PAcad R des Inf and B8.l.an in Paris

3. The general map of India; the map of the flow of Brahmaputra; and the

map of the infand navigation of Bengal, with reports pertaining to these

maps, published in English

by
Mr. JACQUES RENELL, {

* former Chief Engineer in India and member of the R, Soc in London
All of them, with added notes ‘and other additions,
edited and published in French
by
Mr., JEAN BERNOULLI
'Acad des Sc. B.L.Berlin. Associé des Academies &
Stockholm, Upsala, Copenhagen, Lyons,

’

First Astronomer and M. ord del

Sociétés des Sciences de St. Petersburg,
‘ Bolognha and many others

VOLUME | NEW EDITION

with 39 lllustrations.

A
<3

T

Containing the Geography of Mindustan,

' o AT BERLIN, MDGCIXXXXI
M THE PRINTERS HOUSE OF CHRETIEN SIGISMOND S
And is found
AT BERLIN, in the dffice of the Editor
...At PARIS in the office of Tifliard et Fils (Tilliard and Sons), rue de la Harpe ~

FRO PENER

At LONDON In the office of W.Fadeu, Corner of St. Martins Lane, Charing-cross.
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. | rely tipon the leniency and kindness of YOUR MAJESTY, in this regard,
and | do not take undue advantage of these precious qualities to make ycu
devote time for a tedious verbostty. | conclude with profound respect,

LORD

YOUR MAJESTY

At Berlin, the 2" August,
1786.

Your humble, submissive and obedient servant
JEAN BERNOULLI
des Acad. RR des Sc. de Stockholm, Berlin and others
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Page 252 ' THE PROVINCE OF OUDE (OUDH)*

~ Sultanpour, Fachemour, otherwise known as Pacarpour Ferosabad .
likewise Navaghar fortress, Garansa.

Under the domaih of Kerabad are rebuilt; BarorAbzana, Bessva Bessara,
Pela, Tschitapour, Kerabad, Sindi Sara, Sadanpour, Gopamao Khin,
Kherighar with a prominent fortress partly made of stone and partly made of
bricks, Khorkela, Laharpour, Matsehreta, Nimcar on the eastemn bank of
Goumati, Hargaon.

According to the registers of the empire, the annual Income of this

province is about 321317119 Dams*™*
The highest amount is about ' 9125651 rupees.

The smallest amount is about 4785771 rupees.

Of all the cities of this region, Avad (or Oude) and Lacnav are the two
major and very ancient cities which are worth mentioning.

- Avad called as Adjddea, by the educated Hindus, is a city of very olden
times. Its houses are (mostly) made up of mud only; covered with straw or
tiles. Many (however), are made of bricks. The main street goes from South to
Nvorth and it has a length of about a mile..The width (of the city) is a little lesser.
lts westem side and that of North as well, are situated on a mud hill, The North-
Eastemn portion of the city is situated on knolls. Towards Bangla # is united.

*  OUDE and OUDH are pronounced alike as %3
™ may be copper coins

P
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Today, this city is hardly populated. After the foundation of Bangla or
Fesébad ~ @ new city where the Govemor established his residence ~ and in
which a great number (of inhabitants of Oude) settled i,

'On the South bank (of Deva) are found various buildings constructed by
the nobles in memory of Ram, extending from East to West' .

Page 253 ‘ THE PROVINCE OF OUDE (OUDH)

.- The most remarkable place is the one which is called Sorgadaori, which
means the celestial témple. Because they say that Ram took away all the

.inhabitants. of the city from there to heaven: This. has some resemblance/

similaﬁty o the ‘Ascent of the Lord". The city, thus deserted, was filed with
people again and was brought back to its earlier status by Bikarmajit - the
famous king of Qude (OUDH).

There was a temple in this place constructed on the elevated bank of the
river. But Aurangzebe, who was always keen to propagate the creed of
Mohammed and abhoming the noble people, got it demolished and replaced

P

with a mosque and two obelisks with a view {o obliterate even the very memory

of the Hindu superstition. Another mosque built by the Moors is adjacent 10 the
one towards the East. '

Close to Sorgadoari is a building constructed lengthways by Nabalray a
Hindu, a formerly lieutenant of the Govemor (propraetor®) of this region?. -
* equivalent to Judicial Magistrate ( in Roman empire)

" 1t is very much possible that it is these buildings which are shown in the lllustrations Xiii No. 1 snd 2,
* Sce the Hlustration XXV No. 2. W

4
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But a place especxally famous is the one called Sitha Rassoi i.e. the table
of S/ta wrfe of Ram, adjoanmg the city in the South, and is situated on a mud
hill

Emperor Aurangzebe got the fortress calied Ramcot demolished and got
a Muslim temple**, with three domes, constructed at the same place. Others

X say that it was constructed by Babor’ Fourteen black stone pillars of 5 span

high, which existed at the site of the fortress, are seen there. Twelve of

these pillars now support the interior arcades of the mosque. The two (of these
12) are placed at the entrance of the cloister. The two others are part of the
tomb of some ‘Moor. It is narated that these pillars, or rather this debris of
the pillars skilfully made, were brought firom the island of Lanca or Selendip
(called Ceylon by the Europeans) by Hanuman, King of Monkeys.

On the left is seen a square box raised 5 inches above the ground, with
borders made of mud, with a length of more than 5 ells and a maximum width of

about 4 ells.
Page 254 THE PROVINCE OF OUDE {OUDH)

The Hindus call it Bedi i.e. 'the crédle’. The reason for this is that once
upon a time, here was a house where Beschan was born in the form of Ram. It
is said that his three brothers too were born here. Subsequently, Aurangzebe or
Babor, according to others, got this place destroyed in order to deny the noble
people, the opportunity of practnsmg their superstmons However, there still
exists some superstitious cult in some place or other. For example, in the place
where the native house of Ram existed, they go around 3 times and prostrate
* may be seat of Sita

*  may be Masjid
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on the floor. The two spots are sumounded by a Jow wall constructed with
hattlements. One enters the front hall through a low semi-circular door,

Not far from there is a place where one digs out grains of black rice,
tumed .'m_té small stones, which are said to have been hidden under the earth

sincé the time of Ram.v-

On the 24" of the Tschet month, a big gathering of people celebrate here
the birthday of Ram, so famous in the entire India.

' This vast city is a mile away from Bangla,_ at the east towards E. N.E.**
~such that its latitude also will be greater by about one minute than that of
Bangla, '

The fortress constructed in square form situated on the glevated bank of
the river, is equipped with round and low towers. The walls need to be repaired.
It is uninhabited and is not protected. Earlier, the Govemors of the province
had their residence here. Sadar Khan frightened by a bad forecast got it
fransferred to Bangla. Today, it is destroyed from top to bottom.

In a space of 2 miles, from the place where the canons are planted up to
‘Oude’, the Gagra takes its course towards east, making a double bend - one
close 1o the western side of the city and the other, a little distance from there,
towards the West. And from there, bending towards the NE and ¥ E, it
washes the city in the West; after that, it returns towards the East, close to the
northen side. But it has been changing fts course almost every year. 1s river
bed is equal (in width) to that of Danube, near the citadel of Ingoldstadt in

** may be East, North-East
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Page 255 THE PROVINCE OF OUDE (OUDH)

Bavaria, but the volume of water is less. In rainy season, i increases
‘ b_r'éadth’i'\&ise in-such away that at some places, its breadth exceeds a mile and

a half.

Bangla.or Fesabad was founded by Sadar Khan, after he had abandoned
the city of ‘Oude’. A native of Persia, he was, the Govemor of this province,
more than 40 years ago. He constructed a palace3, cultivated a nice garden, in
the Persian style and establisned his resfdence here. Gradually, this place
became a city, the length of which is more than a mile.

The Present Governor, grandson of that person, adorned the city with
many buildings and gardens, after the entire province was returned to him by |
the British, in 1765. He also widened the passage which was narrow earlier
and provided the fortress with a ditch, round towers and a rampart, so that the
thick population could have a city with a big surrounding wall. The geagraphicel
latitude of this place, observed in 1767, was situated at 26° - 29°.

Gouptargath  is a place planted with thick trees, a mile away from
Bangla, on the southem bank of Gagra. it is situated on a hill which is  less
steep, and is provided with mud towers on four sides. An underground pit is
seen in the middle, covered with a medium sized dome, Near it is a very old

and big tamarind tree.

A portico extends around 1. It is said that Ram, after having defeated the
Giant Ravan and having retumed 'fro_m Lanka, descended into this pit and

|

3t is this patace which is sbown in the Nlustration in XVI No. 1.
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disappeared. Deriving from this, this place was named 'Gouptar which means
~ 'Departure -for‘the-’A‘lv:r’.. Therefore, you have ‘Descent into the Helf, there, which
is ‘similar-to ‘R/sin;q?ﬁta the Sky’ that you had in ‘Oude’. One can have an idea

' -about*thé*"’lbéality‘an’dfsha’pélformof this place from the figure®. '

Page 256 THE PROVINCE OF OUDE (OUDH)

The Gagra makés two bends here by dividing itself into two branches -
the bigger one flows towards:North-East; the smaller one flows towards Bangla.
It is half a mile from Gouptargath to the place of canons: the distance that
Gagracovers from the West % North West to the East and % South East.

1

= Lacnou or Lacnau® is no less than Adjudea in antiquity and t surpasses
‘5&?‘9‘ the latter in size and. population, It was founded by Latschman or Lacman,
brother of Ram, who gave his name to this city. It was renovated by Bikarmajit,
king of ‘Oude’, ' :

On the other side of the bank of Goumati, is a mud hill, where Latschman
had his residence. In order to erase them'from memory, Aurangzebe got a
mosque, with two high minarets, constructed in this place. Another building
covered with a dome and used as a tomb to a muslim was built on the same
hill. The residence of Latschman was destroyed.

The length of this city, from Racabgans to the South up to /ssagans in the
North, is about a mile and a half. The 'breadth from Chodagans, or from the
East to West, is about more than a mile. The entire circumference is about four
miles. The city does not have any wall, like Adjudea and Bangla. It has a great

¢ See Dlustration X1V where Galt Is wrungly spelt
% ... One can read it s Lakno.
The Britishers write it as Luknow Laknow etc., e
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number of brick hohses but mostly made of mud, covered with tiles, situated on
the mud hill-and scattered here and there. The bigger part of the city extends
towards the east an‘d:“rf is. situated on an elévated place. The smaller part is in
the lower side. The roads are narow and stinking because the people of the
cdqu~ﬁavq._the habit of throwing all the garbage in the streets. Due to the
uné\"’/’enness« of the ‘ground, one can-walk ih»th‘is city only by-taking digressions
and by climbing up and down. E

The main building is, undoubtedly, the one named ‘Quintuplet Palace®
situated at-a little distance from the southern bank of Goumati on an elevated
place and constructed in the form of a fort with walls and tall towers.

R

¢ Soc The Ulustration XV No.1.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

I.A. No._ of 2017
In
CIVIL APPEAL NO. 4768-71 OF 2011

IN THE MATTER OF:
BHAGWAN SRI RAMA VIRAJMAN & OTHERS. ~ APPELLANTS

VERSUS
SRI RAJENDRA SINGH & ORS. ...RESPONDENTS

AN APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FROM FILING
OFFICIAL TRANSLATION

To,
THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA
AND HIS COMPANION JUSTICE OF

HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

The humblepetition of the

petitioner above named:

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH :-

1. That the above captioned petition has been filed against the
common judgment and order dated 30.9.2010 passed by
Hon’b!e High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, Lucknow Bench
Lucknow in 0.0.S. No.w’_S of 1989 (Regular Suit No. 236/1989),
0.0.S. No. 4 of 1989 (regular Suit No. 12/1961), 0.0.S. No. 1
of 1989 (regular Suit No. 26/1959) and the same is pending

adjudication before this Hon'ble Court.

2. That the appellant has filed the true translation of the Exhibits

which are in vernacular language and the same is translated in



/S

English by the competent translator. It is submitted that, so;me
of fhe documents being old documents and in difficult
vernacular language, especially Urdu, every possible bona fide
attempt is made to reproduce the correct translation of the
Qriginal version. However, at the time of the hearing of the
main matter, if prima facie, on a cursory look at the original
vernacular dbcument, if it appears to the Hon’ble Court that
some portions of the translation requires redrafting/rephrasing
of the sentence/paragraph then the petitioner seeks liberty of
this Hon'ble Court to carry out the changes in the translation at
the time of the hearing of the case and to file the better
translation, during the course of the hearing.

That the appellant has prima facie good case in his favour and

balance of convenience also lies in his favour.

PRAYER

In the circumstances, it is most respectfully prayed Your Lordships

may graciously be pleased to

exempt the appellant from filing official translation of the

Exhibits; and

pass such other or further order as may deem fit and proper.

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESSTHE HUMBLE APPLICANT SHALL

EVERPRAY

FILED BY

P. V. Yogeshwaran
Advocate for the Appellant

Filed On: .10.2017
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